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- First Aniversary Edition-

We Celebrate Our 1st Birthday
and Honor A Hero

CATHERINE EAST RECEIVES FIRST MEDAL OF HONOR

The Veterans Feminists of America
completed its first year with a joyous
reunion honoring one of our long unsung
heroes, Catherine East. For those not at
the Park Avenue Armory in New Yorkon
May 26 here are the evening ‘s highlights
to supplement the NEWSDAY article
enclosed.

The long reception gave veterans time
to catch up with one another. It was
wonderful to hear the joyous sounds ...
and the stories! Here was Sheila Tobias,
who organized the first campus feminist
conference at Comell in 1968 , now a math
and physics professor at the University of
Arizona in Tuscon telling us her pub-
lisher wants her to write a book.—about
feminism! There was Florence Falk
Dickler with husband and daughter. As
NOW?’s first child care task force coordi-
nator she would implore , “ We'll never
get anywhere until we have decent
childcare”. And this evening she’s gloat-
ing—*“Didn’t] tell you? It's still an issue,
and the Zoe Baird affair has finally
spotlighted it!

Several came with_their children.
Anne Hazlewood-Brady sat with two sons
and their wives, Betty Spalding was with
her son and daughter and their spouses,
Ivy Bottini, NY NOW's third president
flew in from her home in Los Angelesand
here she is with her two daughters sitting
with Dolores Alexander, Now's first ex-
ecutive director. My son Douglas re-
minded us that he, t0o is a veteran femi-
nist, having acted at 17 in Myma Lamb’s
play, “But What Have You Done For Me
Lately?” with the New Feminist Theatre.

Gloria Steinem came with childcare
activist Dorothy Pittman Hughes, former
NOW task force coordinators, Betty Berry
(Marriage and Divorce ) and Sydney
Abbott (Lesbian) talked with Barbara
Love and Pat Trainor; and Evelyn
Cunningham , Governor Rockefeller’s
head of the Women’s Bureau, (she who
collaborated when everyoneelse avoided
us) was her warm, exuberant self, just as

we remember her.

At center table Catherine East sat
with attorney Mary Eastwood “my con-
stant support during the tough years”,
NOW founders Dorothy Haener of De-
troit , Gene Boyer of Beaver Dam, Wis-
consin , D, C. resident, Sonia Pressman
Fuentes, (one of the first to suggest to
Betty Freidan that she “form an NAACP
for women™ ) , and Dick Graham, EEOC
head who had tried to implement govern-
ment directives for women and minori-
ties. Sylvia Roberts, who won the land-
mark “Lorena Weeks vs Southern Bell”
Jetted in from Baton Rouge .

Catherine’s daughter, Betsy and
friends from Ithaca sat across the room,
and here and there were many of
Catherine’s admirers — Jean Ledbeth
King of Ann Arbor, Michigan; and D. C.
veterans Vera Glazer, “the first journalist
to write about us with seriousness” says
Catherine; Flora Crater , editor publisher
of “The Woman Activist” and Kathy
Bonk,

Nikki Beare and Rep. Elaine Gordon
came from Florida, Caroline Bird sat
with former REDBOOK editor Sey
Chesler. And Lynn Sherr and Jurate
Kazickas, our allies in the press and au-
thors of the Women's Liberation Calen-
dar were there as part of the family.

In fact, it was like a big, wonderful
family reunion — a family made up of
extremely diverse personalities, but held
together by the feminist philosophy.

Veterans of early radical groups, Judy
O’Neil of NYC NOW Women’s Center;
Shelly Clayman of Radical Feminists
mingled with founders of the Women’s
Political Caucus Mim Kelber and Martha
Baker. It was good to see Erika Jong
sneak in with her husband,

Somuch table -hopping, such a lousy
PA system. The noise made it difficult to
hear Gloria Crist even though she belted

(Continuad on page 3)
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* Who is Catherine East?

Perhaps one of our most unsung
feminist heros, from early 1962 until
1977 Catherine East stirred the smoul-
dering embers of feminism and helped
fan them into a roaring fire. From her
position with the Kennedy Commission
on the Status of Women, later in a senior
staff position with all the presidential
advisory committees on women she was
in on what was happening (and what
wasn'r) where women were concerned.
1In those days of no networks, no
newsletters, nio feminist contacts, East
was our unofficial communications con-
|duit; informing, educating, inspiring.
She wrote many of the first major posi-
tion papers on the ERA, abortion righis,
family law, childbearing and child-rear-
ing Icave, She spread the word o indi-
one. with a spark of interest in women’s
rights, and urged them to action.

plying information and strategy along
the way, often sounding the alert when
danger threatened, rightfully eamning
Friedan’s tribute “the ‘midwife to the|
birth of the new feminist movement”.

. East worked will al! organizations
and urged coalitions to accomplish gains
forwomen. Her tirelessdedicationeamed
and patience has:earned our love. She
ported us when we were poor of spirit,

second wave. We, the Veteran Femi-
nists of America are happy to award our
first medal of honor to Catherine East.
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Excerpts From
Catherine's Talk

All this praise is wonderful, even
though I don’t recognize myself some-
times; I'm afraid it's going to my head —
at the same time I'm embarrassed, be-
cause so much of the credit belongs 10
others. All the publications and position
Ppapers I am credited with were the result
ofanetwork of feminists. Mary Eastwood
wrote the papers on the ERA, and Alice
Rossi wrote the publication on abortion. I
did have a role in making the papers
possible.

I was part of a network that began in
1962 with Ester Peterson and President
Kennedy’s Commission on the Status of
Women, and grew to include thousands of
women and a few good men throughout
the United States. I became a friend,
colleague and pupil of Marguerite Rawalt,
a great lawyer and indomitable supporter
of the Equal Rights Amendment; with
Pauli Murray, alawyer, civil rights worker,
and later, Episcopalian priest. Mary
Eastwood, a brilliant lawyer and orga-
nizer, who co-authored with Pauli a semi-
nal law review article, “Jane Crow and the
Law’. Marguerite, Pauli and Mary be-
came founders of NOW,

After the Commission ended with
their report to the President, I became
Executive Secretary of a successor body,
the Citizens’ Advisory Council on the
Status of Women, which was housed in
the Labor Department. Bertha Whittaker
and I were the only staff, but we had
access {0 a xerox machine, a Wats line,
printing and mailing facilities.

Our network expanded and included
attorney Carol Cox of the Solicitor’s of-
fice, Jean Wells of the Women's Bureau,
Morag Simchak, lobbyist for the Labor
Department, Mary Leach, assistant to Ester
Peterson, Jean Kin, an attomey in Ann
Arbor, who with Dorothy Haener was
seeking reforms in the Michigan Demo-
cratic Party to give larger roles to women.

The Council sponsored meetings of
members of state and city commissions
on women, and thus I became acquainted
with Kathryn Clarenbach and Gene Boyer
of Wisconsin, Joy Simonson of DC.,
Gisela Saperstein of Illinois, Jean
Hellmuth of Virginia, and many others,
And so we had networks in every state,

With the exception of the National
Federation of Business and Professional

Women’s Clubs and the General Federa-
tion of Women's Clubs, traditional
women’s organizations were not part of
the national network.

The failure of the EEOC to enforce
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964,
which prohibited discrimination because
of sex, and the ridicule of some of the top
officials angered many women, and it
angered Congresswoman Martha
Griffiths. She delivered a speech in Con-
gress summarizing all evidence of dis-
crimination against women in employ-
ment and attacking the EEOC. Mary
Eastwood and 1 had ahand in drafting that
speech. Martha had copies made and
Phineas Indritz distributed it to over 1000
women and a few men at the 1966 confer-
ence on the Status of Women Commis-
sions sponsored by the Council I worked
for.

ENTER BETTY FRIEDAN

Meanwhile, Beuty Friedan began re-
search for a book on women and employ-
ment She got in touch with Pauli Murray
when she read about a speech Pauli had
given at the conference , and Pauli di-
rected her to me and to Mary Eastwood.
Weimmediately began trying to persuade
Betty to startan NAACP for women. Dick
Graham, EEOC Commissioner, and Sonia
Fuentes, an EEOC attorney, had told us
that the law would not be enforced until
there was a women’s organization topres-
sure government.

T arranged for Betty to be invited to
the next conference in June and gave her
a list of those who might be interested in
a militant approach. A very reluctant
Betty agreed to meet with some women
before the conference to explore the need
for an organization. The rest is history.
The network grew by leaps and bounds
and became a movement. The Women's
Equity Action League and women's cau-
cuses in the professional organizations
quickly followed with a particular appeal
to academic and professional women.

NOW was a pioneer in calling atten-
tion to the gross discrimination against
women in family law. Betty Spalding and
Betty Berry headed a task force on Mar-
riage, Divorce and the Family and pub-
lished a newsletter. It has been a great
disappointment to me that other organiza-
tions and the media have not been more
interested in this aspect of discrimination,

We made our greatest progress dur-
ing the Nixon-Ford administrations, 1969
to 1976, primarily because of some great
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women who served during that time, Vir-
ginia Allan, who chaired a task force on
women's rights and responsibilities then,
isatruly unsung hero. Bert Whittaker and
I did the staff work for the task force,
which resulted from a meeting Vera
Glaser, a reporter with the North Ameri-
can Newspaper Alliance, arranged with
Arthur Bumns, Counselor to President
Nixon and Charles Clapp.

Every presidential advisory group
recognized the importance of the role of
homemaker. Rights of homemakers un-
der support , property and divorce and
inheritance laws are concrete evidence of
the value society places on the
homemaker's role. If women's work is
not valued in the home, it has a low value
outside the home.

My greatest frustration has been the
lack of coverage in the national media of
the many reforms advocated by all the
advisory committees on women. Vera
Glaser, one of our unsung heros, has been
an exception, along with Marilyn
Goldstein, Pat McCormack and Dick
Crouch. 1 felt personally that a true
women’s movement must include reforms
infamily law to correct the discrimination
against the homemaker, who is the most
vulnerable woman in society. Home is
where all discrimination begins, includ-
ing violence against women and sexual
harassment.

The Senate Judiciary Committee fi-
asco in the Hill-Thomas hearings aroused
women to the perceptual gulf between
women and men and to the lack of true
equality. Celia Morris in her upcoming
book, Bearing Witness , says that since the
hearings women have been telling truths
we'd been taught to ignore and suppress.
We must stop asking what did she do to
deserve it or why did she stay — and ask,
why did ke do it?

We mustchange the balance of power
to gain true equality. We must make
common cause across race and class line,
and must support women who are seeking
equal power for women. As veterans of
feminism, we are in a strong position to
support our younger sisters still fighting
the battle for true equality.

Iwantioclose with the last paragraph
from Betty's book, /t Changed My Life:

“And yet I think some day we may
look back and realize that these years of
our passionate historic world-opening
journey have been the most intense life

(Continued on page 3)



Matriot/Patriot

Anne Hazlewood - Brady

Rvs

We have summoned ourselves
to celebrate Catherine East
whose influence ranges afar
from the House of Parliament
to the Oval office,

to countries, continents, and star,
whose efforts in ousrdjrection
have never flagged nor swayed
though presidents have fallen,
ideas have been mislaid,
promises often rerouted,

and dreams detoured along the way.

It all began on her grandmother’s lap

in a family of three generations,

Molly taught her to read and to spell,

and some of the subtler mathematics of life;
to add empathy to knowledge,

to subract mistakes,

to divide when necessary,

and to multiply sparingly,

by no means an imperative,

In her elemental, elementary years
she attended a school for teachers

where the faculty learned with the child,
how to be thoughtful and caring,

with a certain flare for daring,

how to stand up for what one believes,
when to join and when to leave,

how to instruct instead of boss,

how to behave through gain and loss,
how to cherish our differences

and begin to discover our matriots'past.

Like 2 moral compass

she has guided us

through the maze of bureaucracy,

the foggy ruts of rhetoric,

and the haze of media indifference,
neither veering to left or right

but stopping always for friends

who needed a lift

Such is the nature of her driving skills,
whether escorting the torch to Houston
or charging up Capitol Hills.

Now in the “silver livery of advised age” *
we pause to reflect and remember

how we longed to break through customs
that kept us grounded in our stations,
those places defined by a culture

that did not, could not, would not believe
that women intended to govern

not only their lives, but their souls.

Still struggling to maintain our goal

to secure “a more perfect union®

we seize this moment to welcome

the future, created in part by the least of us,
created at best by the Catherine East of us.

*Shakespeare

— URGENT! all who attended
May 26 event and did not leave
your signature for a COM-
MEMORATIVE SCARF, sign

your Jane Doe on card and mail
ASAP to jacqui . Include your
color /material preference for 30"

(Talk ... Continued frompg. 2)
we, oranyone, could everexperience....for
we have lived the second American revo-
lution, and our very anger said a new
“YES" to life.”

Betty, We salute you for making our
journey possible.
Foracomplete copyof Catherine' sspeech,
send stamped, addressed envelopeto VFA

Sorry there isn’t space o print excerpis
from talks given by: Boyer, Eastwood,
Graham and Haener, perhaps in another
newsletter. For copies of these and Vera
Glaser' s speech send stamped, addressed

envelope to VFA.
(Medal ... Continued from pg. 1)

out the Hymn to Catherine . There was a
hush as Hazlewood-Brady read her beau-
tiful “Matriot/Patriot”. Still, would we
had the acoustics of Camegie Hall.

Boyer, Fuente, Hacner, Graham and
Eastwood gave brief tributes, standing in
for Betty Friedan. I placed the VFA
Medal of Honor around Catherine’s neck.
After Catherine spoke we gave her a
standing ovation, and one by one, the
veterans walked up and in tribute handed
her a carnation.

Somehow, it was almost eleven
o’clock — closing time at the Armory .
Guests were dispersing when Steinem
and Mary Jean Tully rushed up to “sing
oursong” and with laughing eyesand a bit
off key sang a delightful song of thanks
—tome! For which I thank them.

This first honorary ceremony was
reminiscent of our early days —.much
like things used to be — without money,
riding on enthusiasm. This year's event
happened, thanks to Irma Newmark, Dor-
othy Senerchia and Joan Michel who
jumped in wholeheartedly to help me,
working before, during and after office
hours . And now we have aCommittee for
*94 10 see that next year's will be as good
or better!

See you next year!
Jpett —

square : Navy, White, Beige, Red,
Maroon,Grey, Silver (most popu-
lar color will be chosen). Mate-
rial - silk, polyester pongee.

Send ASAP .
October Ist deadline.



Commiittee for '94

Some of us met with Catherine and others on
May 21. What was to be a goodbye breakfast devel-
oped into the Committee for "4, as enthusiastic
velerans expressed interestin next year's event and
WAmmwwmmm&mmmny
chaired and sub wmr inlessthan
an hour.

Commitiee chairs urgently need your help.
Select your pet project and get in touch with whom-
ever is in charge. Addresses are in membership list
COMMITTEE FOR 94 - (Director is on all commit-
tees)

FundRaising - Mary Jean Tully, Catherine East,
Mary Eastwood

Conference - ( 10 research and recommend site and
date ) Catherine East, Mary Eastwood, Nikki Beare

Honoree - (research and make recommmendations as to
who should be honored }— Catherine East, Mary
Eastwood, Sonia Foentes, Dorothy Haener
Program - ( plamning and production) Virginia Corsi,
Ivy Bouini, Bede Urich, Cindy Judd Hill

Any takers for press and public relations ?
Newsletter — Joan Michel, Toni Carabillo , Judy
Meuli, Janet Elsea . Though not present, all had
volunteered beforchand. Jacqui agreed to get ot
issue on “wrap -up” of this year’s event.

OTHER COMMITTEES :

Intemational - (finding international veterans , en-
mmgmglhunloramﬂenﬂfurmmmmmﬂ
coalition with VFA, planning participation in United
Nations In.. Women's Conference in 1995 in Beijing)
— Sonia Fuentes, Irma Newmark, Joan Michel
Anthology - Antonia Blackmon (See Anthology )
Mentoring /Continuity - (reaching out 10 younger
women, teaching skills of activism) Gene Boyer,
Janice LaRouche
Correspondence < writing 1o government leaders to
comment , appland or criticize ) Catherine East will
advise us on this.

Directory - (of members, with addresses, bios 1o be
sold 1o members as a fund-raiser) — Flora Crater
Membership - (finding and enlisting veterans into
VFA)- Sonia Fuentes  ( How about you, 1007)
Legal Matters and Legislative Action (to help with
VFA legal matters, and advise membership throagh
director about action members or VFA as an entity
could take ) - - Nikki Beare, Elaine Gordon, Mary
Eaawood, Margot Champagne

Administrative consultants - (1o advise and help
director on ongoing administrative affairs) Dorothy
Senerchia, Joan Michel, Irma Newmark, Mary
Eastwood, Mary Jean Tully



Do you remember our song Battle
"Hymn of Freedom''?
Words by Ruth Herschburger....

Our eyes can see the future

And rejoice at what’s to be
Every woman in position

To achieve equality

We will vote ourselves in power
By our own majority

For its liberation time!

We used the same stirring tune, "Batle Hymn of the
Republic{written by a woman) for this Hymn to Catherine

HYMN TO CATHERINE

We are gathered here this evening
in perfect harmony

to rejoice in our reunion
and renew our amity,
And to celebrate a hero
who began this odyssey,
And we go marching on.
Glory, glory, hallelujah
Glory, glory, hallelujah
Glory, glory hallelujah
Yes we are marching on.

And so we thank you Catherine
for all that you have done

for women, for humanity,

for battles we have won,

You sowed the seeds of feminism
and helped it to mature

and that’s why we're all here.

Glory, glory, Catherine East

Thank you, thank you, Catherine East,
Glory, glory and a hallelujah too,
Catherine East we all love you!

THE BIAS-FREE WORD FINDER - A
Dictionary of Nondiscriminatory Lan-
guage by Rosalie Maggio - Beacon
Press, Boston.

hero/heroine—use “hero” forbothmen
and women even though it is the mascu-
line form of the Greek word, while
“heroine” is the feminine (although one
of mythology’s best-known couples was
Hero and Leander, and Hero was not
the manly half). InEnglish, a heroine is
defined as “a female hero™ , thatis, a
subset of hero. Some sensitive writers
and speakers feel there is a certain ac-
ceptability for a gender-fair use of
“hero” and “heroine”, but given the
record of the serious devaluation and
discounting of woman-associated words
in our society, it seems best to support

one neutral term.

A GREAT LOSS - )ane Field, age 73,
departed this world in June this year. A
writerof witand pathos,Jane had worked
at J. Walter Thompson's the NYC ad
agency until 1970 when she became a
full-time NOW activist. A founder and
president of the first feminist speaker's
bureau, NEW FEMINIST TALENT,
Jane managed the lecture tours of many
of our "stars", Ten years ago she made
medical history when she survived pan-
creatic cancer, thenreturned to her home-
town, LaCrosse, Wisconsin, and spent
active years helping her community and
working for feminism until a stroke si-
lenced her. Her spirit lives on and she
will be always remembered for her
warmth, and devotion to friends. She
was greatly loved, and will be missed.

ANTHOLOGY TO BE
PUBLISHED

Do you want to set the record straight
about your part in our herstory? Do you
want to tell your story, share your feelings
about this vital period of yourlife? Antonia
Blackmon is asking for your contribution;
essay, article, poem, journal, or diatribe;
focusing in on a personal truth, a water-
shed moment, how the movment impacted
on your life, or how you shaped its direc-
tion, whatever. Length 500 to 1000
words including brief bio. Type double-
spaced or use floppy disc (3.2 or 5.25) 365
IBM compatible in WordPerfect. Four
pages maximum. Committment deadline
- October 1st, 1993. Antonia will do mini-
mal editing and you have final approval.
If you're interested write or call Antonia
ASAP at 17 Fifth Avenue, Pelham, NY
10803, (212) 4214322 or at home in P.M
(914) 738-8144.

Antonia ,awriter andteacher, wasfound-
ing president of D.C. NOW and convenor
of NOW's first conference, an advisor to
Members of Congress, represented NOW
andNational Women' s Party before Con-
gressional Committees, and wrote
backgrounders for Rep. Martha Griffiths’
ERA discharge petition.

VFA PIN Beautiful!

Des1gned by Toni Carabillo
and Judith Meuli.. $10.00
mg}udes mailing.

Editorial Box

VETERAN FEMINISTS OF
AMERICA NEWSLETTER
19930

This Anniversary issue is entirely the
work of your director with editorial
help and advice of Joan Michel and
layout by Rick Breadwell.

Veterans are urged (o contribute ar-
ticles, book reviews, stories, news
items, ideas, comments. We need cor-
respondents from your area. Anyone
interested?

You may reproduce this publication,
but know that opinions expressed are
mine, as are omissions ang errors. JC

Dues Due

VFA is supported by dues and
contributions. If you joined in
August or before, its time for re-
newal.

Dues Are on Annual Basis,
$100 375
350 $30
Other

No veteran will be turned
away!

VETERAN FEMINISTS OF
AMERICA
Jacqui Ceballos - Founder/Director
510 W. Mariposa St., Phoenix, AZ 85013
Phone/Fax 602/279-4571

Veteran Feminists of America is a net-
work of women and men who actively
participated in the womens movement
from 1960 - 1975, formed to rekindle the
spark and spirit of the feminist revolution,
through reunions and newsletters, tohonor
and preserve our accomplishments,and to
act as 'keeper of the flame" so that our
original commitment to the ideals of femi-
nism continues to reverberate and influ-
ence others.

VFA is in the process of incorporating
and obtaining 501 C 3 status.

If you are interested in joining, send dues,
(check made out 1o VFA) brief bio and
feminist herstory to above address.
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