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4 How the Idea for
" ‘“Yeterans of Feminist Wars”’

Came About

By Jacqui Ceballos

In early 1990, after years of a very private
and introspective life in New Orleans, I
began to wonder about all those women
I'd worked so closely with in the feminist
movement from 1967 to 1977 and I
yearned to see them again. In February of
that year, [ happenedto be in Coral Gables,
Fla., and I realized that Roxcy Bolton, the
founder of Florida NOW (who had
stopped the naming of hurricanes after
just women) lived nearby. She was listed
in the telephone directory and soon we
were chatting over tea in her living room,
catching up after 20 years. Roxcy said
she hoped we’d all get an invitation to the
25th anniversary of NOW in 1991; I said
that since most of the old guard, includ-
ing Betty Friedan, were no longer active
in NOW, it wasn’t likely that any of us
would be invited.

Feminism in the Air

But something was in the air, for soon
Roxcy and I were reumiting with Snow-
birds Betty Berry, Mary Jean Tully and
Barbara Seaman from New York City
and Gene Boyer of Beaver Dam, Wiscon-
sin. “We [the NOW founders) had our
own 15th ammiversary remmion,” Gene
Boyer told Roxcy. “Don’t count on re-
ceiving an invitation to the 25th.” “We'll
have our ownreunion then,” wasRoxcy’s
reply, “and we’ll organize a network of
pioneer feminists. If no one will honor us,
then we will honor ourselves.”

We began planning a reunion in
Florida. Nikki Beare started looking fora

hotel near the beach for the event. Our
plans floundered because there was re-
ally no money and none of us are experi-
enced fund raisers, but wouldn’t it have
been lovely? We had hoped that femi-
nists would come from all over the coun-
try for ajoyous reunion and it would then
become anongoing network. And we, the
“ofd guard” of the feminist movement,
would have our own voice again.

Schlesinger Project

Later that year, Mary Jean Tully in-
vited me to New York to interview key
women for Harvard's Schlesinger Library
History of NOW project. I decided I
would also interview as many other pio-
neer feminists as I could, not only from
NOW but also from independent or radi-
cal groups, and give the tapes to the
library’s History of Women department
sothat their contributions would be docu-
mented.

Soon I was back to the scene of my
early activism in New York, interview-

understandable.
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August 26, 1970

We took to the street like a
river

flowing into history. Women.
Women who have borne the
world’s children.

Women who are jailed for
whoring and for loving.
Women who will not be fouled,
fooied, or frightened anymore.
Women from the Grecian urn:
truth and beauty made flesh.
Women like tribal queens.
Women from the sounds of
silence

from the sun’s first beam
from the wind’s hot advances
and the sea’s murmuring.

Women out of the earth’s very

inning

arose and walked arm in arm
past stunned and jeering
faces,

and we will not know today
nor yet in the blue
tomorrow’s wake

what chumned behind those
faces.

It was enough, being a woman,
to be there,

Demanding, by our numbers,
Our rightful place to make 3
better world.

Anne Hazlewood-Brady

ing Kate Millett, Muriel Fox, Ti-Grace |
Atkinson, Flo Kennedy and scores of |
others. The memories, the exhilaration |
they evoked, was almost overwhelming. | progres:
Kate Millett and I langhed so hard atour | ‘foday..
early actions—the misunderstandingsand |
in-fights—that I'm told the tape is barely |
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Most of the early feminists | inter-
viewed had been inactive after those
historic, turbulent years, living very pri-
vate lives. But many were rested and
eager to reunite again. For the most part,
all the hurt and pain caused by the differ-
ences and dissonances had healed, and
their mood was like that of soldiers who
had fought side by side in a war. During
my interview with Ti-Grace Atkinson,
she was one of the first who suggested
that we pioneer feminists start our own
organization or network.,

‘Womandate’ to Organize

When in August 1991, I decided o
move to Phoenix to help my daughter
through a domestic crisis, Barbara Sea-
man and Dorothy Senercia threw an im-
promptu “send-off” party for me. Eigh-
teen feminists showed up, some of whom
had not seen each other in 22 years.
There was anostalgic atmosphere at that
meeting; some women said they remem-
bered those early feminist activist years
as the best years of their lives. The group
gave me a “womandate” to plan a re-
union, and I left for sunny Phoenix with
a project to work on that excited me.

‘Thus was bom the Veterans of Femi-
nist Wars the following May in New
York City. The name came about whea
I explained, with some passion, to the
women whocame toan organizing meet-
ing that we were like “soldiers who had
foughta war together—the depth of feel-
ing was that deep,” and Barbara Seaman
declared, “Well, we, too, are veterans;
we are veterans of the feminist wars,”

Pros & Cons on Name

The name has caused much com-
ment, pro and con. Suzanne Benton sug-
gested “Veteran Feminist Warriors.”
Others wanted to stay with Pioneer Femi-

nists. We decided to go with Veterans of
Feminist Wars unless there were tremen-
dous objections. There have been a few
negative comments, mostly about the
maleness of the name, but the majority
love it

Tremendous Response

I sent out about 50 test letters to pio-
ueer femiiusts whose address I nad. There
was a tremendous response. There were
calls and letters and checks for $25.
Women copied the letter and mailed it to
others. Some pioneers heard about it
from others. A young friend, Peter
Boccaccio, came by to visit us in Phoenix
and when I told him about VFW, he said,
“Wow, my mother was one of you. She
was the creator of the ‘Fuck Housework’
poster and my early years are filled with
memories of demonstrations.” (Shirley
Boccaccio, who now lives on a ranch in
Mexico, has become a member.)

So that’s our herstory todate. Some of
the women who were at my send-off
party make up the steering committee. I
agreed to take the helm for a while, but it
was easy to convince me (o stay on as
chief organizer until most of the esti-
mated 10,000 pioneers are with us.

Right now we are operating on mem-
bership dues and a few small contribu-
tions. Meanwhile, we are looking for
foundation or corporation funding. In
early spring, we hope to “go public” and
hopefully, all those pioneer feminists that
we haven't heard from will come out of

the woodwork.

Harmony & Cosperation

We want to keep VFW a network
rather than a formal organization because

while we can still work on issues, anet- |
work is more likely to foster the harmony |
and cooperation we need to sustain us in |
our “age of wisdom.” The Third Waveof |
feminism is on, and we, the veterans of |

the Second Wave, have the experience
and wisdom to offer in the new or revived
struggles. Each one serves where she best
can and apparently, my talent is getting
women together. So, ifitis the womandate
of the founders and the membership of
this, our great pioneer feminist army, that
1 do, then Goddess willing, I will.

sucqui Ceballos, an activist in the femi-

nist movemeny gince 1967, the presi-
dent of t atio%ffrg'gsiwian for
Women in 1971 and regional director in

1972, She currently lives at 510 W. Mari-
posa St., Phoenix, Ariz. 85013. Phone:
(602) 279-2935.
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Membership List to Date

Please keep this list and share it
with other women who are
interested in the VFW. We will
add to the list as membership
grows.

Adele Aldridge

408 Sausalito Blvd.
Sausalito, CA 94965
(413) 332-1719

Ti-Grace Atkinson
400 W. 119th St.
New York, NY 10027

Rosalyn Baxandall

2 Washington Square Village
New York, NY 10012
(212) 982-8388

Suzanne Benton

22 Donnelly Dr.
Ridgefield, Conn. 06877
(203)438-4650

Betty Berry

541 East 20th St.

New York, NY 10012

(212) 673-6516 or

2581 Barkley Dr. W. Villa F
W. Palm Beach, FL 33415
(407) 967-3085

Shirley Boccaccio
A.P. #20 Mascota
Jalisco 43900 Mexico

Gene Boyer

P.O. Box 455,

1012 Lake Shore Dr.
Beaver Dam, Wisc. 53916

Anne Brady
Box 534
Kennebunkport, Maine 04046

Patricia Burnett
18621 Hamilton Rd.
Detroit, Mich. 48203

Nola Claire

Leisure World

5356 Algorrobo #P
Laguna Beach, CA 92653

Mary Jean Collins
3025 Ontario Rd.
Washington, D.C. 20009

Noreen Connell

151 West 74th St.
New York, NY 10023
(212) 227-9626

Jan Crawford
799 Broadway, Rm. 613
New York, N.Y. 10003

Alice Denham
96 Grove St., Apt.2
New York, NY 10014

irma Diamond [Newmark]
395 South End Ave.

New York, NY 10280
(212)775-8145

Carol Downer

(Att:)1680 North Vine St.

Suite 1205
Los Angeles, CA 90028

Joan Evansgardner
4393 N. MacGregor Way
Houston, TX 77004

Jane Everhart

235 E. 69th St.

New York, NY 10021
(212) 879-2687

Florence Falk Dickler
1321 Trafalgar St.
Teaneck, NJ 07666
(201) 836-9454

Elizabeth Farians
8540 Lynn Haven Dr.
Cincinnati, Ohio 45236
(513) 984-8062

Brenda Feigen

9772 Wilshire Bivd.
Beverly Hills, CA 90212
(310)271-5123

49 East 68th St.

New York, NY 10021
(212) 628-0765

Betty Friedan
One Lincoln Plaza
New York, NY 10023

Jo Freeman
410 East 8th St.
Brooklyn, NY 11218

Joyce Gold
No address available

Betty Harragan

541 E. 20th St.

New York, NY 10012
(212)777-0831

Judith Hennessey
3 East 85th St.
New York, NY 10028

Tiffany Holmes
100 Beekman St.
New York, NY 10038

Bonnie Howard
92 Front St.
Marblehead, Mass. 01945

Joan Hull
716 Via Somonte
Palos Verde, CA 90274

(Nov. to May) APDP Postal 73

La Penita, Jaite MBA
Nayarit, Mexico

Felicia Kaplan

1023 St. Philip St.
French Quarter Realty
New Orleans, LA 70116
(504) 525-821
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Paula Kassell

25 W. Fairview Ave.
Dover, NJ 07801
(201) 366-6036

Flo Kennedy
8 East 48th St.
New York, NY 10016

Midge Kovacs

325 W. 25th St.
New York, NY 10001
(212) 242-1594

Myrna Lamb

107 Forman Ave.

Pt. Pleasant, NJ 08742
(908) 892-9080

Bettye Lane
463 West St.
New York, NY

Janice LaRouche

333 Central Park West
New York, NY 10025
(212) 663-0970

Barbara Hoberman Levine
204 Ridgeview Ave.
Fairfield, Conn. 06430
(203)374-6224

Susan Maurer
210 E. 15th St.
New York, NY 10003

Joan Michel

180 West End Ave.
New York, NY 10023
(212)874-2260

Judy O’Neil

540 Fort Washington Ave.

Apt. 1F
New York, NY 10033

Mary Orovan

130 East 18th St.
New York, NY 10003
(212)777-7941

Judy Pickering
43 Hungerford St.
Hartford, Conn. 06106

Letty Cottin Pogrebin
33 West 67th St.
New York, NY 10023
(212)873-1460

Yoland Quitman
459 Hewlett Ave.
Hewlett, NY
(516)374-1259

Barbara Rubin

7 Lexington Ave.
New York, NY 10010
(212)777-6167

Barbara Seaman
110 West End Ave.
New York, NY 10023
(212) 580-1838

Dorothy Senerchia
1161 York Ave.
New York, NY 10021
(212) 759-3597

Alix Shulman
1671 W. 15th St.
New York, NY 10011

Elayne Snyder

333 E. 49th St.

New York, NY 10017
(212)759-4943

Elizabeth Spalding
43 Hungerford St.
Hartford, Conn. 06016

Gloria Steinem
118 East 73rd St.
New York, NY 10021

Mary Jean Tully
300 E. 75th St.

New York, NY 10021
(212) 570-9078

Mary Vasiliades
161 W. 16th St.
New York, NY 10011
(212)989-3960

Marge Weingaarden
472 Lafayete Ave.
Westwood, NJ 07675

Mary Scott Welch

30 Waterside Plaza

New York, NY 10012
3560 S. Ocean Drive

S. Palm Beach, FL 33480
(407) 585-1328

Dell Williams

110 Greene St.

New York, NY 10001
(212) 226-2296

Sandy Zwerling

625 Main St.

New York, NY 10044
(212) 758-5906

o 'Iha pmject sounds mtemsung
and.yoti can count me in on it as a

-travel'” :

The Mailbox

*What a wonderful idea...I'd love
to do whatever I can tomake this a
success...Something must be inthe.
air’fhlist seLup & fom'-hourmm :

| ':wome'n ’s movemnnz...lt’s all ve:y: '
. exciﬁngl" :

' —Brenda Feigen
Beverly Hills, Calif

funndmg member.”

_ mﬁetty-_ Friedan
NewYorIc'. :

j‘“Have placards, perspxcacny, will

—Judy Pickering




