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The parly’s over

American Aiffines severs s

tes 1o men's ‘circuit parties.’
See page 16
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Farmer reaps honor

Washington, D.C. Lesbian activist

is honored with Stonewall award,
See page 8

"Oath of office

Two Gay elected officials
are swom into office.
™ See page 10

New Jersey

to allow joint adoptions

by Kotk Srymamki

In » move that deew consalerabie peew
aftention and misinterprelation ihis week
New Jersey apreed o allow Gay and unmar
ried couples 1o joently ad
the same criieria &8 maETHC
rouples aioge Children

"Ity not the Tirst time Cay couples bave
been allowed 10 adogt pointly, courts Buve
ordered thar before,” caplained Magi Coles
head of the ACLLU's Les and  Ciy
Rights Project, which worked om the New
Jetsey casé. "I 1k the Miest thrme thsl & stake
has made it polscy——state policy ot Ciay
couples can adopt jointly. And it"s the flest
time anyone has wad thal eaa
stmsdards should apply 10 Gay cougies and
marmied cowples.”

hildren wder

enual

SERVING THE NATION'S CAPITAL SINCE 1969

sets ‘policy’

Most manstresm press reponts identilied
this as the ferst time 2 stale bas sllowed Gay
couples 10 sdopt a child poissly. But, acoond-
ing to Coles and Gay adopticn expent Nascy
Polikodl, & court raling in Massachewits in

1993 interpeeiod the sale low there w
allowing foe poumt adoptions. A judpe in the
Dastrict of Cobambsa m 1995 interpeeted the

iy s law m alloweng for x

adaptrons
Polikofl, an American Usiversity law geo
fessor, saxd mo one rrally knows whother

any arate’s polacy allows for point mdoptioe:

by Gay oo * gntil i's testod The inapor

At S 1 in New Jersey, she said,
nat thin s the Firvt uime & civil Llwsint has
darcctly challemged a polscy s demial of joine
adoption rights for Gay < lcs 'mc gi“ “r gi‘,‘im
Accordeg o Michue| Adams, an sftoeney
with the ACLU"S Lesbian and Gay

Kiana and Joba epen gilts from Santa sl the second snnmal Fricods for
Frocmds children's (larbtmas party oo December (4 More thas 100 childron

*What a blessing’

The Kev, Darlene Garner bed the st servios
s e Metropolitan Comesunity Church of
Northors Viegoin's new Gacliey on oot
LT comt bedl yom what & bilcaing ol of this

B e e il T il sl

Rights Proget. ACLU  stuneys,
working with the New Jersey atioeney

pathered in a large ream of the (Childree's Mwswrum for nacks, gemes, and
e highlight of the party, Sasts. As e children swaited the arvival of thelr

peneral. ”rff'l o ‘:—"": iﬁf \-[‘.b‘ gocs of honer, they chasted, “We want Sania! We wamt Senta’™ Alcr belling
metion civil lewsust ihere, The cla Senta their Christimes Bsts, cach oMld received o gt and o bag of groceries
o Case was fled the ACLU on for their Tamidy, all of which had bwen dosated 10 the ANDXS swrvices orgasd-
behalfl of more than 200 members of a eatlon Frinds B Friends during (he grosp's 09 and food drive,

Continwed on paye 20

Latino AIDS agency shuts down

City’s inconsistent delivery
of grant money plays role

by Kal Wright
Salud Inc. o 10-yoar- ATDS service providier For the
Lasie . d this week that it has ceased
eperations. The orpanization tramsfierrod s chents in Mary
land and northem Virgiaia 10 other ageacics, but e faie of
its programs for D.C. chents remains uncerain.

e over Bhe Lint few wocks, aa

ALy, anfe Il

The decision & clost
the bosrd began considering as finances for FY 1999 k...gi
Salud’s board chaie, Carlos Vega. Iixecutive Dwector Don
ol Babb-Maldemado 10dd the board that the ceganizalion M
womehd noed a total of 3351000 next year 10 sustasa its pro- p
grama, sl the board’s vice char Allen Ebert That meant

ralsmg at leasl $106.000 over and abx

the moocy Salud

t. Ebert said the Sabuds Carlos Yogs Mamed somse of the finsncisl troesle
I on delays in recvivieg mosey from ity grants

alroaddy § secured i govesminest g

apcncy realized it could not meet fhowe
i It was & hotrible situatsom. The board wan enthusigatsc
[abxmat conpemng servioes) but realintic,” be cyplainad exeough i 1 et
Ehert anid Saliul bad been in finsncisl roohle for oo  chined 80 discass details of the oneasization’s financial his
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Local News

*D.C. Leshlan Awvengers [ Thu,
Dy, 11: 22 people atended) member
Kimberly Keese reporied om the
group’s promotion of self-breast
exaans gl women's nights st local
clubs, acconling to member Cheryl
Con. The growp alio eapressed e
meed for volunicer sign language inter-
preters for general meetings o make
mectings acoessitde 30 deal Loabsana
The group also dechded 10 donase $210
dollars 0 Lammas, which » the
amounl recently wolen from the
women's book sore i x robbery. “We
should provide Lammas Booksiore
with this vapport because we ue the
bookstore like a Leshian commmmsmity
cender.” said Cort. The neat meeting s
Thursday, Jan. |,

Record

oaly Latino’a Leshian, Gay male, bi
scrwal, and vansgender (Ngasiration in
the arean, held a successful
holsday'mesbendsp party 3t the Hang
Jury, according 10 Marisa Demeo, co-
chasr of GEELAM's board. Allendecs
danced 10 salsa and merengue music,
recetved holiday gifts, cnjoyed tamales
and other foods, and received
HIVAIDS prevention maserials The
activities wene free in onder oo prowide
a wekooming space for the commuseaty
and mtroduce the organizanon asd i
new board members (o the community
“The Boand is 50 happy with the foed-
back we have been receiving from the
community about the cventy we have
recently held”™ wid Demeo. “It's a

sign that we aw

a7 pm o Lam-
mas  Bookstore,
located a1 1607
1T S, NW,

*Gay/Leshlan
Fellowship of
National City
Christian
Church (“The
Sunday Night
Greup™) (Sunm,
Dec. 7; 18 people
arended) spon-
sored a wideo
viewing and dis
cussion, accoed-
ing to Chatles
Keener., the
group’s  pablicity
directaor. Two
videos by Dee
Mobacher  were
shown
Seraiphe from the Heart and ALl Gesd's
Children, The fawt film focused on
parcols expecssing Sl love and sep-
port for their Gay male aad Leabuan
children. The second explorcd the e
perences of Gay male and Leabean
Afncan Amencans within e church
and oomtained numerous  allirmatsve
omments by parents, clergy, and

i |

moted] political Nigures, sich as Comel
West, the Rev, Jesse Jackson, and
Maxine Walen. A discussion of the
l'n!m win followed by a time of fieb

lowahip sl @ closing prayer The

of B cheech's Campbell Building.
The National City Ohrstian Church is
Jocated ol 5 Thomas Circle at the inter-
swection of Massachusests Avenue and
4k Streel. NW. For more inforssation
call Charles al (202) 462-5934 or the
proup’s reconding & (202) TH-011S,
hen peess 5558,

*Genle Latine de Amblente

(GELAAM) (Sun., Dec. 7 upproais
mately sevemty people aremdiedd). e

Twa vidoos by Doe Monbacher
wure sorvend at the Natsnal Clty
Cheintban Church,

providing space
the commanity
wants, and we
just hope more
Latinss and Lati-
nos bear aboot
GELAAM and
come oul e join
us in the future.”
The orgamization
is planning a
workshop in Jan-
uary and other so-
ctal events in the
future. For moee
informatioa  call
(202) 6284074

*Triamgle
Artlsts Group
(TAG) (Thw.,
Dec. 4; abowt 4
people  anended)
introduced
Richaed Lane, a perfonmance artsd
froe Baltimore who i planning a mul
trmedia show schodeled for Jeme, ac-
cording 10 member Hank Grasso
Memtwrs Dolores Smith, Sally Laux,
and Elizabets Lytle cocedinaed TAG
soluntoers 30 assist with their Deg, 1)
and 14 Lammas bookssoee benefit ant
sale. Proceods will go oward funding
a film ey we making with member
Judith Treesburg about o mid life Les-
béan hooking for love in the penonal
ad. Also, Mask Onele femunded ssem-
bers of the Jan. 15 deadline for sub-
missions for the next iwwe of SPOON-
fod, witich will have a scicace fictkn
theme. Member Dan Emberly men-
tioned that has work will be on exhiba
ol e Natiomal Academyy of Sciences
during December and January. The
pext mecting will be Jan, X For moee
mformanion call (XI2) §46. 8235,

For the Record includes notey frrmm
reportery  artenuding  prowp  wectings
wnd (wihen identffed by *) from the
groups thewuefves

— Nikhodas Boggs

Local activist wins award

Mary Farmer honored with Stonewall prize

by Weady Johmen

Mary Famer bas worm many has dur.
ing ber 25 yoars as 4 Lesbian fomimis or-
pamirey. A one-time owner of Lasmos
women's bookstore, she has boen a sport-
ing evest oepanizer, film producer, ssd
confierence promoter. As fmancial direc-
Ior for $e National Leabian and Gay Tk
Force, she s curtently 4 behind the-
wEnNCs manager and adminisiranee

On December |, Farmer tied on one
maore ke for viee: wwasd winner,

Farmes is one of four recipients of thia
year's Stonewsll Award, a $25,000 prize
mwwdad cuch yoar 1o four people whose
activise besefits the Gay community.
This year's wimners sho inclede New
York-based wriler Sarah Schubsun;, De-
ot AIDS oducator Corneliss  Wilson,
and Porfand, Ove_, sctrvist Barry Pack.

Starting cut in 3 wmall lown in kadans,
Fareser moved 10 Washington in the early
1970s after spemding a scmosier al
Georgesran Universaty. Afwer meeting up
with members of the Fanes, a lnbw»
fentimest-scparatiu  collective in 1973,
Farmer quick iy bocame active i e local
Leabian community and became & regular
M 3 new crafl store and bookstore on
Capatol Hill calied Lammas

Astracted 10 the energy and exciiement
of Washingion's visible Lesbian comme-
nity, Farmer so0n guat her marketing b
wnd boeght the business in 1976, During
her 17 years as the bookstore s matriarch,
Fanser tumed the modes shop into a
bustling Lesbian meeting space that abso
srved av the mea’s unofficial Leshin
compaunity cenies.

Women from across the fepion would
come 80 Lamsmas w0 attend wial events,
book readings, concerts, and — of course
— 1 s other women.

Oa weekends, dontns woeld come I
cheer on the Lammas women's softball
team of simply 1o chat with Farmee

*1 think everybody had crushes on
her.” sald Josn [ Biren (JEB), a Lesbian
filmmakey sx) Farmer's (ormer business
pariner. She ofiem sorved a8 Serapist,
confadant, and rederral service for her de-
male cumomers, sad JEB.

S wm hike a ono-person eefernal
sysiem,” she skl “People would ask her
for ecfierraly 1o docion. Serapists, ball
cheba. Asybody who had problems o
queshions about amysheng woukd po o her
The shop was 0 much more thas 3 book-
stove. B was really the heart of the Les
Mam commumity in D.C.”

Farmer was also a partner with JEB in
Moo Force Media, a local-based distrib-
ution company for women's independent
filma. Pror w0 purchasing Lammas, she
had worked with JEB o prodoce one of
the first ferminist film festivals in the arca

“There was & culsgrd explosion i the
e~ 2 tremendous hunger among feso-
inist and Leabian wornen 10 soe sod hew
things that relsted 1o their bves” said
JEB. “Mary proved there was 4 market
for the filma.”

She also markesed womsen's mesic
throsghout the -1 9T0s and early "S5,
wowking 00 convince docal record siee-
DWRETS O CATy Mo women s selecisons

“A bt of the organizing that Mary did
wan one-on-one,” wnd JER, “ust her 1alk-

Ing 10 anoet perwon

Between running the store and touting
women aists, Farmer gh foumd ume 1o
ceganine several women's sports leams,
including a Lammas sofihall deam, and
several DL.C. receeational basketball and
volleyball leagues

The constet mautee of spots, poli-

l‘

Mary Varmer bas boem at the conter
of the Washington, D.C. Lesddan
commsmity since the sarly 1970s

tics, and a1 provided & wooely seeded out-
ket for the area’s emerping Leshian com
menity, said Farmer, and all miracted a
wide variety of women. Comversations on
the wfiball Beld for insasce, would
ofien carry over into polistical Sscussions
later that night. The polatical discussions,
wm turm, would foel e work of area fe-
male musicians and filmmakers.

“Mary wan one of the (ew people in
our community 10 mske the connection
between arts, cultare, and politics.™ said
Kemry Lobel, NGLTF execstive direcior
and Farmer’s cument hoss. “That's why
Lammas was such = imporant store,
That's the perspective thal Mary beings 1o
every piece of her work here. Al unfor
taralcly, M' 3 rire ponpoctive,”

Famer sold Lammas 0 fts current
owner, Jane Tronell, in 1993,

Today. sltosgh less vinible within the
Leshian community, Famer is sl some
where near the Center, workieg for one of
e largesa Gay political organizations in
e country, as NGLTF s financial and b
sministrative direcsor

“I suppose ) years from now I'll be
orpanizing obd dykes,” she aad. "We'll
probably be taking it a little emsier, but
probably sot dropping oul completely.”

Farmer said she plass 10 spesd & shoe-
able chunk of her award money paying
for a graduate buniness degrec ot Johm
Hopkins University.

“I hope o be able 10 use it in the ser-
vice of my community,” wbe said

The Anderson Prize Foundation )
ministers the Stonewall Awards each
year. Founded in Chicago sewven years
ago, the foundation cach yoar asks a »
kct proup of Gay commenity kaden 0
momemate & recypeent. Past winnens have
included political organizer Maady
Caner, pioneer Gay civil nights actnves
Frank Kameny: and formser NGLTF direc
ke Urvashi Vol Vv




