
Kesselman, Amy V. (1944-–-) Historian and women’s studies teacher, Kesselman 

participated in the caucus at the National Conference for New Politics that generated 

the West Side Group (Chicago), an early women’s liberation group. Kesselman was 

also a founding member of CWLU and taught a high-school class in women’s studies in 

Chicago in 1968. As a West Coast organizer for New University Congress (1970), she 

organized women’s studies conferences in California. She also taught in the women’s 

studies program at Portland State University and Mt. Hood Community College. 

Kesselman, who has a Ph.D. in history from Cornell, has written widely on feminist 

issues. She wrote “Our Gang of Four: Friendship and Women’s Liberation” with Heather 

Booth, Vivian Rothstein and Naomi Weisstein, published in The Feminist Memoir 

Project (1998). Other articles include “Women’s Liberation and the New Left in New 

Haven, Connecticut,” published in Radical History Review (Fall, 2001); “Feminism 1965 

to the Present,” published in the Encyclopedia of New England Culture (Yale University 

Press); and “Outrageous/Liberating Acts: Putting Feminism Into Practice,” with Ann 

Mussey, published in Teaching Introduction to Women’s Studies: Student Resistance 

and Classroom Strategies (Greenwood, 1999). Kesselman is the author of Fleeting 

Opportunities: Women Shipyard Workers in Portland and Vancouver During World War 

II and Reconversion (SUNY Press, 1990), and co-editor of Women: Images and Reality, 

a multicultural anthology (2002).  

 


