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Public rape of 3-year-old is no surprise

and social workers who support
the protective parent and levy
charges against the abuse with

A 3-year-old girl is raped in
full view of the public. The rape
occurs approximately 25 feet
from a main New York Street,
during rush hour. Traffic slows,
people stare, a few get out of
their cars, go to the fence divid-
ing the street from the lot — but
only one man, Noel Sanchez,
intervenes. With the help of a
friend, he pursues, captures and
detains the assailant until the
police arrive.

Horrifying yes, surprising, no.

- This country does little to end

the epidemic of sexual abuse.
The courts don’t care. The
custodial parent, most often the
mother, suspects her ex-spouse
of abusing their child, and
charges the father in court. Not
only does she not get support,
but she finds herself persecuted
for brainwashing as well. De-
spite supportive evidence:
medical reports, psychological
reports, eyewitness testimony,
etc., the protective parent will
most often lose custody of her
child to the abuser. Therapists

protective services are
censured and their practices
threatened. Lawyers are warn-
ed by judges that raising the
issue of abuse in the courtroom
will “make the judge mad.”
The media don’t care. While
Gloria Steinem’s keynote
speech at the 1991 National Or-
ganization for Women national
conference heavily addressed
incest and the failings of the
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court systems, the media re-
ported only on the two or three

ar

sentences in which she spoke

about Clarence Thomas.

We are involved in a war —a

war against sexual abuse; a war
that all peace loving people.
must fight. We must not only
drive the evil of abuse from our
borders, but we must complete-
ly eliminate it.

Karen 8. Spindel
Passaic County Chapter
N.J. NOW.

'

Rachel A, Anolick
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Party parity

In an attempt at community
consciousness-raising, the
members of the Passaic County
chapter of the National
Organization for Women (NOW)
are asking parents to challenge
their views about the well-
accepted practice of limiting
birthday parties to children of
the same gender. Please consider
whether this same type of
arbitrary distinction would be
acceptable te you if race, rather
than sex, were used as the
deciding factor.

Also, may we suggest that
dividing young children on the
basis of gender is no less
arbitrary than dividing them on
the basis of eye color, hair color,
size or any other predetermined
characteristic and that this
practice, imposed by parents on
their offspring, limits the natural
and desirable growth of
friendship between children of
the opposite sex.

Please consider, instead, basing
your child’s guest list on the very
real criterion of friendship.
Trusting children to decide for
themselves whom to invite
increases their self-esteem. It
also eliminates the hurt felt by
close friends of the opposite sex
when they are excluded from
parties in favor of other children
not nearly as close but of the
same gender as the party child.

L

LETTERS to the editor

Ezsgﬁfa(ttitudes that encourage

respect and friendship among
girls and boys will serve our
children far better as they grow
to adulthood than those that tend
to drive a wedge between them.
Karen Spindel
Clifton.

® Spindel is the coordinator for the
Passaic County chapter of NOW.




Bush is not
pro family

The Family and Medical
Leave Act of 1991 has been
passed by both houses of Con-
gress. This bill grants 'em-‘
ployees unpaid family and
medical leave for the birth or
adoption of a child, or the
serious illness of a child, spouse
or parent.

,President Bush, supporter of
strong family values, has threat-
ened to veto this bill, which
would make it easier for parents
to raise children without fear of
losing their jobs. He justifies
this position by saying that the
government has no place in fam-
| ily decisions (once your chil-
dren are born).. Without this
legislation, however, em-
ployers, not families, are calling
the shots. The Family Leave Act
would take the employer out of
family decisions, not put the
government in.

Is Bush really the pro-famnly
candidate?

I think not. v

Karen Spindel
Clifton.. -

8 The writer is membership coordi-
nator for the Passaic County
chapter of the National Omcmza-
twn for Women.
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Remembering Jewish

- Grandmothers

To The Editor:

I am disheartened and discour-
aged that the Jewish Federation of
Greater Clifton-Passaic could
ignore completely our Jewish
female ancestry both in the voter
registration ad on page 23 of the 9/
23 issue of the JCN, as well as on
fliers posted in the Y lobby.

Certainly no one knows better

than “‘our grandmothers,” who

were jailed and force-fed, ever
here in America, what a hard-
earned right the right to vote was.

And until 1920, 72 short years
ago, even here in America, our
grandmothers definitely knew
“what life can be like without the
right to vote.”

By referring only to grandfa-
thers, rather than to grandparents,
ancestors, etc. in yourad, you have
once more ignored the female part
of our Jewish heritage and the
struggles of women in shaping our
past, present and future.

Although women in America
fought fiercely for the right to vote,
you have sent the message to our
daughters and sons that women'’s
struggles really don’t count.

While remembering our Jewish
grandfathers, please let’s remem-
ber our Jewish grandmothers as
well.

KAREN SPINDEL
Clifton/Passaic County NOW

TO THE EDITOR

-~
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READERS' FORUM ;.1 >
The pro and con
on Roe vs. Wade

vV v v

DEAR EDITOR:

Imagine a state law requiring a minor daughter to
obtain her parents’ consent prior to having a child.
Under this law, any young woman unable to obtain this
consent would be required to abort, Extreme and uncon-
stitutional, you say? Yet how is it different, in fact, than
the Pennsylvania parental consent law upheld by the
Reagan-Bush Supreme Court? In each case the parent is
deciding the course of the daughter’s pregnancy.

Once forced to have a child, will the under-age mother
Someday require parental permission to put that child up
for adoption? If not, why not? The psychological conse-
quences of giving away a living child are considered by
many to be far greater than those of aborting a cell clus-
ter. What would the court think about that?

Also, since every child has two parents, and since
young women alone are bearing the brunt of the Sy-
preme Court’s decision, which will undoubtedly result in
more children being born into poverty, how about a law
requiring that the parents of every minor son be notified
by a judge of their son’s new financial obligations, at such
time as their son becomes a father? How would the court
decide that one?

Passaic County NOW reaffirms our belief that every
Woman, not her parents, nor the church nor the state,
should control her own reproduction. We won't go back.

And, in fact, in many ways the ramificiations of the

Pennsylvania decision are more severe. For, in Pennsyl-

vania, who has custodial and financial responsibility for

the baby born to the daughter denied consent for the AbOUf Leﬁer s

abortion she is seeking? I propose a new law for Pennsyl-

vania: Any baby born to a minor daughter who has The Star-Ledger attempts to offer representa-

sought and been denied either parental or judicial con- tive viewpoints in the Readers’ Forum. Because of

sent becomes the financial responsibility of the parent or g‘”" ted spa;;, 0”151;3 S’g;%’a"’zl}e’t' tOf the ”t"’."yllff'
) judge denying the request. The decision of who actually tgf ;%‘;’r‘f . nzf: i ‘; "1’51,653 a”" i 'Zoﬁg Z:gfz b’;_c g/n?
| raisesthe baby would be left to the young birth mother. signed letters are not consjdexged for puincétion
: Will parental consent laws be taken a step further? and unused letters will not be returned.

R —— e —————
We will fight baék - 10w, on election day, and always.
Karen Spindel,
Passaic County NOW,

Passaic
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| Crack The
Glass Ceiling?

In “Best-Qualified Should Fill Jobs”

(Letters, April), Joan Howard is
deluding herself. If she believes
that high qualifications are only

what it takes to get to the top of the

corporate ladder, has she asked
herself why white men are almost
always the most highly qualified?
[s it coincidence or maybe the
innate superiority of the male intel-
lect?

By closing our eyes to the
“glass ceiling” of subtle and not so
subtle discrimination that keeps
women and minorities from
achieving parity in the higher ech-
elons of corporate America, we
reinforce its strength. We must
instead reflect on the reality that in
a truly non-sexist, non-racist soci-
ety, with truly equal educational

and employment opportunities for
all, the diverse work force in which

_ we take such pride, would be

Can Qualifications

equally diverse at all levels of the
corporation.

Karen Spindel

Newark, N.J.

Joan Howard is a marvelous
example of denial. No one advo-
cates that women be promoted or
hired over everyone else. The rea-
son for drawing attention to the
fact that 92 percent of executive
jobs are filled by white males is to
ensure that AT&T, which publicly
states its commitment to equal
opportunity, sees that all employ-

ees are given the opportunities to
grow, to develop a broad base of
business experiences and to
acquire the skills necessary to
become the “highest-qualified and
best” candidates.

An article quoted in the same
issue (Tips & Trends) states that
women consistently outperform
men in academics, yet they do not
achieve the same levels in the
labor market. Education surveys
show that women are taking
responsibility for getting a good
education and preparing them-
selves to achieve in business.

['will continue to “push” upper
management as long as women in
management remain clustered at
low levels.

Kathleen Ahrens
Minneapolis

I |



Love, trust cannot be legislated |

On an emotional level, par-
ental notification legislation ap-
peals to me.

But parental support and trust
cannot be legislated, neither

can the personal feelings be-

tween a daughter and her
parents. Just as a parental
notification -law will not send
one daughter into her mother’s
arms, neither does the lack of a
notification law somehow
lessen another daughter’s de-

sire to confide 4in her parents
about an unwanted pregnancy.

Some daughters will go to
their parents. Others, no matter
how supportive their parents
may be, will not. They may be too
shy, too embarrassed, or too
afraid. In any case, these daugh-
ters, maybe yours or mine,
would do the unthinkable
rather than have us find out
about their predicament. It is
these children, as well as those

B

from dysfunctional homes,
about whom we must worry.
Childbirth and illegal
abortion are certainly more
dangerous to our daughtersthan
legal abortion. There are medi-
cal procedures that do not re-

.quire parental notification.

Motherhood also does not. We
cannot make what might be the
best option for our daughter’s
future health and happiness,
the most ;difficult for her to

obtain.

Out of love and concern for
our daughters, whom we hope
will confide in us, but whom we
fear may not, Passaic County
National Organization for
Women urges defeat of As-
sembly Bill 565. £

Karen S. Spindel
Linda Maure
*Clifton.

@ The writers are chapter co-ordi-
nators with Passaic County NOW.










pomestic violence

is not trivial

The June 19 letter to the
editor from Robert Bonanno
(“Letter on Toronto insulting
toLodi™),as well asthe quote
from Bernadette McCaskeyin
aJune21article about the
NOW rally against
trivialization of violence
(“Lodi mayor, NOW clash™
indicate that supporters of
Philip V. Toronto are missing
the point. But,clearly,sois the
mayor.

Both Bonanno and
McCaskey have accused NOW
of prejudging the case, when,
in fact, it was the Toronto
supporters with their
standing ovation who
; attempted to do just that. NOW
| hastakenno position
regarding the mayor’s guiltor
~ innocence.

" All we have asked isthatthe
community, law enforcement
agencies and courts take
domestic violence charges
seriuosly. The need for not
trivializing domestic violence
has never been more clear
thanitis nowinview ofthe
evidence now cominginthe
0.J.Simpson case. Bonanno
and McCaskey justdon’tgetit.

While we can appreciate the
mayor’s desire to separatehis
personal life fromhis
politicallife, his
condescending and sarcastic
televised statement— “This
has nothing to do with my
official duties, nothingto do
with Lodi and, quite frankly
ladies, it has nothing to do
withyou” —is exactly the
attitude thatwe are
protesting.

The unfortunate and
incorrectnotion that domestic
violence is only a‘“personal
tragedy” is whatis causing
police and judgesto back
away from these cases,
allowing women todie.
Trivilization of domestic
violence is everyone’s
business. Toronto, like his
supporters, just doesn’tgetit.

Creating an awareness

aboutthe seriousness of
domestic violence inthe
community and callingan end

The North Jersey Herald & News

EDITORIAL

Sunday, July 3, 1994

tothelriviallZationoTvIoTeTT
crimeisa NOW priority. .
Maybeiftheyhadreadour
pressreleases, or our flier at

the rally. rather thantearingit
up in afrenzied rage, Toronto
fan club members would have
understood that the purpose
of our raliy was nottoaccuse
the niayor of wife-beating, but
ratherto protest thie message
sent by their applause.

When serious charges are

| nottaken seriously by the

community, an atmosphereis
createdin which domestic

3
violence can flourish. Please

show vour support for strong
domestic violence legislation
and take astand against
trivialization of dometic

| violenee in your communities,

by your police and inyour
courtrooms, before itds t0o
late.
Women'’s lives depend onit.
Karen Spindel
Passaic.
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Speak out
on violence

Women everywhere,aswel] -
as countless Lodi residents
who called the Passaic County
Chapter of NOW (National
Organization for Women) on
Tuesday, May 17, were
sickened uponlearning of the
standing ovation given
alleged wife-beater Mayor
Philip Toronto atthe Lodi
council meeting on Monday,
May 186.

While Mayor Toronto is
certainly due hig dayin court,
his wife, Consuelo Toronto,
mustbe heard as well,

Charges ofviolence against
women must be taken
seriously. Itisa slap in the
face tothe Women of Lodi, and
all women, that 5 borough
official facing charges of wife
beatingis turnedinto a folk
heroandthata council
meeting is used as the forum.
The fact that thig grossly
inappropriate show of
Support was given coverage on
WWOR N ews, Channel] 9,
makes this case allthe more
abhorrent.

Women’svoices must be
heard. we cannotand will not
besilentin the face ofthis
lack of regard for Consuelo
Toronto and blatantshow of
contempt for al] women.,
Concerned residents ofLodi,
aswell as others who are
disturbed by reports of
escalatingviolence against
women, are therefore
€ncouraged to join with NOwW
inashow of support for
Consuelo Toronto, /

We will rally outside of Lodi
Borough Hall on Monday
evening, June 20,at7 p.m,,
priortothe council meeting,
todraw attention to the fact
that allegations of domestic
violence must be taken
seriously.

Karen Spinde]
Clifton.

B The writeris g coordinator of A
the Passaic County chapter of

e
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Abuse charges

a serious matter

Editor, The Record:

Women everywhere, as well as
countless Lodi residents who called the
Passaic County Chapter of the National
Organization for Women, were sickened
upon learning of the standing ovation
iven alleged wife-beater Mayor Philip

ronto at the Lodi Council meeting on
May 16. While Mayor Toronto is
certainly due his day in court, his wife,
Consuelo Toronto, must be heard as
well.

Charges of violence against women
must be taken seriously. It is a slap in
the face to the women of Lodi, and all
women, that a town figure facing
charges of wife beating is turned into a
folk hero and that a council meeting is
used as the forum.

We cannot, and will not, be silent in
the face of this lack of regard for

ical in igno

Consuelo Toronto and blatant show of
contempt for all women. Concerned
residents of Lodi, as well as other who
are disturbed by reports of escalating
violence against women, are therefore
encouraged to join with NOW in a show
of support for Consuelo Toronto. We will
rally outside of Lodi Borough Hall on
June 20 to demand that allegations of
domestic violence be taken seriously.

KAREN SPINDEL
Clifton, May 20
The writer is coordinator for the
Passaic County chapter of NOW.

Haitians need
help from U.S.

Editor, The Record:

In an Opinion-page article in The
Record published May 12, Rep. Robert
G. Torricelli, D-Englewood, opposes an
economic embargo against the Haitian
junta because it “will only add to the
misery of the Haitian poor without
forcing the generals to cede power.”

This is the same Torricelli who wrote
the Act of Congress enacted last year
that makes a “complete economic
embargo” of Cuba the official policy of
the U.8. government and even pressures
other countries to join the embargo. Did
he worry then about “adding to the
misery” of the Cuban poor?

He also opposes allowing Haitian
refugees to seek asylum aboard U.S,
ships or even in third countries. Indeed,
Torricelli states, “All the recent changes
in U,S. policy on Haiti are wrong.” Does

p
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1 etters to the Edutor

Depriving Our Children

1 am the mother of a 9-year-old
daughter who attends Clifton School
9.AndIam disappointed and angered
that my daughter’s principal was in-
structed by Mr. Liess, Clifton superin-
tendent of schools, to charge her with
an unexcused absence for participat-
ing in Taking Our Daughters To Work
Day on April 23. This decision was
made in spite of a letter that was sent
from Mr. Leo Klagholz, state commis-
sioner of education, to all New Jersey
chief school adminisirators.

This letter stated in part, “Gov.
Whitman has signed a proclamation
declaring Thursday, April 23, as New
Jersey Take Our Deughters To Work
Day. The New Jersiy Department of
Education encourags school districts
to give participants credit for atten-
dance and an oppoitunity to discuss
what they have leamed. The success
of last years’ day wis due to the co-
operative efforts of fhousands of par-

ents, schoois Tusinesses;

gV organizations and cher concerned in-
= gividuals who woked together to

Qe girls’ educationand participation
. the work force.
“Take Our Dauglers To Work Day
a national publ education cam-
\ign with the purpse of drawing at-
ntion to girls’ ides, issues, concerns
a aspirations.”
rpparently “girlsdeas, issues, con-

ﬁemonstrate the ntion’s interest in

ms and aspiratins” are not a pri-

How To Reach Us

The Herald & News welcomes your opinions
on issues in letters to the editor. Include
your name, signature, address and a phone
number we can use to verify your letter.
Letters will be edited for length and content
and short letters are preferred. Mail your
letters to:

Letters to the Editor

Herald & News
988 Main Avenue
Passaic, N.J. 07055
or fax us at 614-0906

Our e-mail address is njhn@aol.com

ority in the Clifton schools. While it is
bad enough that our superintendent
did nothing to encourage participa-
tion in this event; discouraging partic-
ipation by penalizing students with
unexcused absences Was uncon-
scionable.

The Clifton Board of Education
members and many city taxpayers are
forever complaining about unfunded
state mandates, unfair funding alloca-
tions, charter schools, etc., that rob

__our-children of the monies needed for

educational improvements. It is there-
fore ironic and shameful that many of
our daughters were penalized for, or
prevented from, participating in a
worthwhile educational experience
funded and staffed entirely by local
businesses, corporations, organiza-
tions, parents and other volunteers at
no cost to the taxpayer and with no
use of school dollars.

Once again, Clifton children were
shortchanged of an educational op-

portunity that benefited children in
other communities. This time, how-
ever, a lack of funding was clearly not
the issue, but rather Mr. Liess’ lack of
initiative and vision on behalf of our
students.
Karen Spindel
Clifton

Demand Action, Seniors!

The window of opportunity contin-
ues to narrow as congressional legis-
lators are balking at reauthorizing the
Older Americans Act. Since Congress
was in recess until April 20, there will
be a foreshortened session due to fall
elections, further worsening the situa-
tion.

Elderly voters should be made
aware that vital programs, such as
Meals on Wheels, shopping trans-
portation services and pension coun-
seling projects, to name but a few, rely
on funding supplied Py this act. Unless
Congress moves at once, important
services will be threatened.

Since 1980, there has been a 40 per-
cent loss in ability to meet these needs
due to a combination of inflation, an
increasingly frail senior population
and budgetary cuts. Those affected
should contact the Senate Committee
on Labor and Human Resources and
the House Committee on Education
and the Work Force immediately to
demand action.

Peter Duncan
Paterson
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Depriving Our Children

1 am the mother of a 9-year-old
daughter who attends Clifton School
9. And I am disappointed and angered
that my daughter’s principal was in-
structed by Mr. Liess, Clifton superin-
tendent of schools, to charge her with
an unexcused absence for participat-
ing in Taking Our Daughters To Work
Day on April 23. This decision was
made in spite of a letter that was sent
from Mr. Leo Klagholz, state commis-
sioner of education, to all New Jersey
chief school administrators.

This letter stated in part, “Gov.
Whitman has signed a.proclamation
declaring Thursday, April 23, as New
Jersey Take Our Daughters To Work
Day. The New Jersey Department of
Education encourages school districts
to give participants credit for atten-
dance and an opportunity to discuss
what they have learned. The success
of last years’ day was due to the co-
operative efforts of thousands of par-
ents, schools, - businesses,
organizations and other concerned in-
dividuals who worked together to
demonstrate the nation’s interest in
the girls” education and participation
in the work force,

“Take Our Daughters To Work Day
is a national public education cam-
paign with the purpose of drawing at-
tention to girls’ ideas, issues, concerns
and aspirations.”

Apparently “girls’ ideas, issues, con-
cemns and aspirations” are not a pri-

How To Reach Us

The Herald & News welcomes your opinions
on issues in letters to the editor. Include
your name, signature, address and a phone
number we can use to verify your letter,
Letters will be edited for length and content
and short letters are preferred. Mail your

letters to:
Letters to the Editor
Herald & News
988 Main Avenue
Passaic, N.J. 07055
or fax us at 614-0906
Our e-mail address is njhn@aol.com

ority in the Clifton schools. While it is
bad enough that our superintendent
did nothing to encourage participa-
tion in this event; discouraging partic-
ipation by penalizing students with
unexcused absences was uncon-
scionable.

The Clifton Board of Education
members and many city taxpayers are
forever complaining about unfunded
state mandates, unfair funding alloca-
tions, charter schools, etc., that rob
our children of the monies needed for
educational improvements. It is there-
fore ironic and shameful that many of
our daughters were penalized for, or
prevented from, participating in a
worthwhile educational experience
funded and staffed entirely by local
businesses, corporations, organiza-
tions, parents and other volunteers at
no cost to the taxpayer and with no
use of school dollars.

Once again, Clifton children were
shortchanged of an educational op-

portunity that benefited children in
other communities. This time, how-
ever, a lack of funding was clearly not
the issue, but rather Mr. Liess’ lack of
initiative and vision on behalf of our
students.
Karen Spindel
Clifton

Demand Action, Seniors!

The window of opportunity contin-
ues to narrow as congressional legis-
lators are balking at reauthorizing the
Older Americans Act. Since Congress
was in recess until April 20, there will
be a foreshortened session due to fall
elections, further worsening the situa-
tion.

Elderly voters should be made
aware ‘that vital programs, such as
Meals on Wheels, shopping trans-
portation services and pension coun-
seling projects, to name but a few, rely
on funiding supplied by this act. Unless
Congress moves at once, important
services will be threatened.

Since 1980, there has been a 40 per-
cent loss in ability to meet these needs
due to a combination of inflation, an
increasingly frail senior population
and budgetary cuts. Those affected
should contact the Senate Committee
on. Labor and Human Resources and
the House Committee on Education
and the Work Force immediately to
demand action.

Peter Duncan
Paterson
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