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NOW, irked by Sheehan nomination, to picket Byrne’s office

By LESLIE R. DREISPAN
Herald-News Staff Writer

Judy Knee, state coordinator for
the National Organization of
Women, says her group will stage a
demonstration at noon Monday
outside Gov. Brendan T. Byrne’s
office to protest‘his appointment of
Community Affairs Commissioner
Patricia Q. Sheehan as acting
director of the new State Division
on Women.

Byrne announced the appoint-
ment yesterday, although Mrs.
Sheehan was selectéd at a cabinet

' meeting last week and will retain
her post as commissioner. Due to
the ‘“‘economic crisis facing the
state,”” the governor said, Mrs.
Sheehan will waive the $26,000 sal-
ary that had been allocated to the
director.

““Mrs. Sheehan’s experience with
and concern for the needs of
women make her extremely quali-
fied to head the new division,” the
governor added.

“NOW IS unalterably opposed to
the appointment. Pat Sheehan
can’t do two jobs at once. The

director’s job will be a part-time
one at best.- While we appreciate
the governor’s need to economize,
his cost-saving will be a terrible
cost. It’s totally unsound to place
the cuts here,”” Knee stated.

Wednesday, Knee reported that
NOW would seek a court order
compelling the governor to name a
director to the Division on Women.
The suit would have charged Byrne
with failing to implement legisla-
tion by appointing a director and
with illegally impounding funds ap-
propriated by the legislature for
the new division.

The state coordinator hopes to
speak to Jerry F. English, legisla-
tive counsel to the governor, and
will continue to change the focus of
the suit. Nadine Taub, director of
the Rutgers Women's Rights Liti-
gation Clinic, is working on new
grounds for the suit.

“IT'S POSSIBLE we may sue pn
the grounds that the will of the leg-
islature is being frustrated . . . by
focusing on the role of the acting
director, which deprives the legis-

lature of passing on the appoint-
ment. Despite campaign promises,
the governor does not take women

- seriously,” Taub added.

Ellen Durkin, state assistant
coordinator for the Women's Politi-
cal Caucus, said, ‘I was outraged
when I read it in the paper. It
seems like the governor is doing

wverything he can to make the divi-
sion inoperative. I admire Pat
Sheehan, but they're two full-time
jobs. No one is that capable.”

“I heard it but I couldn’t believe
it. I don’t know how she can do two
jobs, although Sheehan is a very
competent woman. The division re-
quires someone to play an active
role. I'm not sure there are enough
hours in a day, even for Pat Shee-
han,” Ilene Thornton, head of the
Women's Equity Action League
(WEAL), said.

“I THINK it's an impossible task
for” her. She's already burdened
with one full-time job. I don’t think
the governor feels the director of
the new Division on Women is an
important post. I think it might be
a tactical move,” said Jean Am-

brose, a tormer candidate, along
with Mrs. Penelope L. Kuykendall,
who withdrew her name last
month. Mrs. Kuykendall’s nomina-
tion was blocked by the Senate
after several bad check charges
and delinquent motor vehicle viola-
tions were revealed.

Ambrose also withdrew her
name in nomination because she
felt the Kuykendall controversy
drained all her enthusiasm for the
position. ‘“Pat Sheehan is non-con-
troversial and above all that’s what
the governor wants the new direc-
tor to be. He'’s been having a lot of
trouble getting people nominated,”
she said.

Former candidate Betsey Brown
said, “I'm disappointed that the
governor didn’'t need a full-time
staff member for the new division.
I don’t understand why he didn’t
appoint a regular director. It's like
a slap in the face, as if no one quali-
fied was around.”

“UNLESS PAT Sheehan is going
to quit her job as commissioner
and devote full time to this impor-
tant job, it is an insult to the women

in this state,” said Jennifer Mac-
leod, another former candidate.
She plans to be at NOW's Monday
demonstration.

“I think that the governor got
wind of the suit . . . I think this is
his response and I find that it is in-
credible. A permanent director
should be involved with the pro-
grams right from the beginning. If
she isn't, she’s an afterthought,”
Macleod explained.

She was interviewed for the posi-
tion on Aug. 8 and received a letter
from the governor dated Jan. 10
that she was still being considered.
But according to assistant legisla-
tive counsel Thomas O’Neill, the
governor informally disclosed his
selection of Sheehan on Jan. 8.

ONE TRENTON source said that
at least 25 women including Gwen
Bond of Somerset County were
being considered for the director’s
post and interviews were still being
conducted early this week. O'Neill
said between 40 to 45 women had
beerf under consideration.

One source who spoke to Assem-
blyman Betty Wilson,

D-22nd-Union, said she was dis-
mayed and puzzled. The majority
whip sponsored the bill which es-
tablished the new division. Accord-
ing to a Wilson aide, she was sched-
uled to meet with Jerry English
and Pat Sheehan late yesterday af-
ternoon.

‘““It’s too big a job,” said Assem-
b man Jane Burgio
R-25th-Essex. ‘I don't see how she
can handle the big department and
a new division. It doesn’t make any
sense. We've all been pressing the
governor to appoint someone. I
strongly recommend that' he ap-
point one full-time person to head
the division . . . This downgrades
it by not having an independent
director.

‘‘With all the qualified women in
the state, you would think that the
governor could come up with some-
one,” commented Sen. John J.
Fay, D-19th-Middlesex. “I'm hop-
ing the commissioner finds the
time to devote to the division. Time
will tell how taxing it will be for
her . . . As for me [ wouldn't split a
job."”
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omen’s protests fall on deaf ears in Trenton

By EDWARD J. MULLIN
Herald-News Trenton Bureau

TRENTON — Gov. Brendan T.
Byrne listened to the protests of six
women legislators yesterday but
rémained firm in his determination
to have Community Affairs Com-
missioner Patricia Q. Sheehan run
the Division on Women, without an
individual division head.

“It was very predictable,” said
Assemblyman Jane Burgio,
R-25th-Essex, after the brief meet-
ing. She said the governor had
promised nothing except that if the
experiment proved unsatisfactory
after three months, he would be the
first to say so.

““‘Oh, no you won’t, we will’,”
Mrs. Burgio said the women re-
sponded.

Mrs. Burgio was the only Repub-
lican at the meeting. The Demo-
crats were Sens. Anne C. Martin-
dell and Wynona Lipman; and
Assemblymen Betty Wilson, Ger-
trude Berman and Mrs. Mary
Keating Croce.

THE WOMEN told the governor
they did not object to Mrs. Shee-
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han’s qualifications, and would ap-
prove of her appointment if she did
not have the other job.

Mrs. Wilson, who describe the
Sheehan appointment as ‘‘one
lousy way to celebrate the Interna-
tional Women’s Year,” suggested

, that instead of appointing a deputy
director and a program coordina-
tor, the two jobs be eliminated in
favor of a full-time director.

She was alluding to the an-
nouncement last weekend that
Miss Kitty McGrath, special assist-
ant to Labor Commissioner Joseph
Hoffman, had been named deputy
director at $17,935, and Mrs. Sylvia
Johnson had been given the pro-
gram development post at $14,054.

The combined salaries come to
more than $31,000° — $5,000 more
than what the state is supposedly
saving by having Mrs. Sheehan
double as community affairs com-
missioner and director of the divi-
sion.

MRS. WILSON also took issue
with attempts to compare the cur-
rent situation with that of Stanley
Van Ness, director of the Office of
the Public Advocate and also state
public .defender. He receives no
salary for the later job — just as
Mrs. Sheehan will not be paid as
director of the Division on Women
— but the Union assemblyman
said: ‘“Van Ness has two large,
fully-funded staffs to assist him.
The Division on Women is pitifully
understaffed and underfunded.”

Mrs. Sheehan, meanwhile, was
to meet in Newark with three rep-
resentatives of women'’s organiza-
tions: Joan North, state coordina-
tor of the Women’s Political
Caucus; Judy Knee, state coordin-
ator of the National Organization of
Women; and Jean Lane, represen-
tative of the Women’s Equity Ac-
tion League.

The three were among about 30
women who came to the State
House, despite yesterday’s bad
weather, for a scheduled protest
against the governor’s decision not
to appoint someone whose sole re-
sponsibility would be the Division
on Women.

Alice Cohan of NOW presided
at a limited program the protesters
conducted in the corridor outside
Byrne’s office. She carried a card-
board sign with a paraphrase of the
governor’s 1973 campaign slogan,
reading ‘“The man who couldn’t be
bought sold women out.”

COHAN SAID she hoped ‘‘this
visible statement of our dismay”
would convince Byrne and the
other men who run state govern-
ment that they can no longer con-
duct ‘‘business as usual” in giving
women only a limited role in gov-
ernment.

“I think the governor has missed
the boat again,” said Mrs. Dorothy
Cronheim of East Orange, coor-
dinator of the Government
Women’s Coalition. There were
other expressions of substantially
the same sentiment.

Sen. Alene Ammond, D-6th-Cam-
den, was the subject of several in-
terviews, and the center of many
conversations. Mrs. ‘Ammond,
charcteristically a willing critic of
establishment procedures, is cur-
rently the focus of increased atten-
tion because the orthodox party
Senate Democrats put her off the
sensitive Judiciary Committee.

‘“They can’t take the heat (and)
they’'re trying to put me back into
the kitchen,” she said in para-
phrase of the old political expres-
sion.

‘““AND IT won't work,’’ she
added.

Mrs. Ammond said the difficult
relationship between herself and

the others — she is one of but three
women among the 29 Senate Demo-
crats — is due to the men’s inabi-
lity to understand and work with a
woman as an equal.

“They don’t know how to cope
with me,”” Mrs. Ammond said.

The expected committee
changes were formally announced
by Senate President Frank J. Dodd
yesterday. He moved Mrs. Am-
mond from the Judiciary Commit-

tee.— the committee that reviews
the governor’s nominations for jud-
geships and many other appoint-
ments — to serve on both the
Transportation and Communica-
tions Committee and the Energy,
Agriculture and Environment
Committee.

THE PEOPLE she replaces, re-
spectively, are Sen. Carmen Ore-
chio, D-27th-Essex, and Sen. Ray-
mond Zane, D-3rd-Gloucester.

Orechio will take Zane’s place on
the Law, Public Safety and De-
fense Committee. Zane will replace
Mrs. Ammond on the Judiciary
Committee and Sen. Stephen B.
Wiley, D-23rd-Morris, on the Reve-
nue, Finance, and Appropriations
Committee.

Wiley had asked to be relieved of
his Revenue Committee assign-
ment to be able to spend more time-
on the Education Committee.

Marchers outside governor’s office protest Division on Women appointment

|



A2 ASBURY PARK PRESS, Tues., Jan. 21, 1975

-

Byrne Stands Firm .
On Appointment To

Division on Women

Press State House Bureau
v TRENTON — Gov. Bren:
dan T. Byrne held fast yes.
lerday on his refusal to name
a4 full-time director of the
recently created Division on
Women.

SIX women legislators
came out of a meeting with
the governor last mght com-
plaining that Byrne had
rebuked them in their bid to
have a full-time director
named.

“1 feel like I've given birth
1o a deformed child without a
head,”’ said Assemblyman
Betty Wilson, D-Union, who
sponsored legislation which
created the division.

Byrne caused a furor lasl
week when he announced he
was appointing the com-
munity affairs commission-
er, Patricia Sheehan, as
acting director of the division
which is classified under her
agency.

Earlier in the day more
than 50 representatives of
women's right groups dem-
onstrated briefly outside the
State House and held press
discussions near the gover-
nor's office.

After meeting with the
governor, Assemblyman
Gertrude Berman, D-Mon-
mouth, said she was disap-

pointed with his position.

It seems he had just
made up his mind and that
was Il she said.

Mrs. Brman said the gov-
ernor told the women legis-
lators he believed Mrs
Sheehan could do the job,
and that the women should
give her three months to get
the division rolling

Mrs. Wilson said the gov-
ernor told the women that if
the division “‘falls on its
face  after three months he
would agree to reconsider his
position.

The division was created
last August to coordinate
programs and services for
women, promote women's
rights, and conduct studies of
the changing needs of wom-
en. The Legislature has
appropriated $100,000 for the
fiscal vear.

Initially, Byrne nominated
Penelope Kuvkendall, a for-
mer Fair Haven resident, to
head the division, but she
withdrew her nomination
after it was disclosed she had
Issued a series of bad checks.

The women's groups con-
tend Mrs. Sheehan is fully
capable of performing her
duties as community affairs
commissioner, but will not
have enough time to devote

to the Division on Women.

Among those opposing
Mrs. Sheehan's appointment
al the State House vesterday
were the New Jersey Chapter
of the National Organization
On Women, the Women's
Equity Action League, the
Women's Political Caucus,
and the League of Women
Voters.

Byrne explained his
appomntment as an economy
move aimed at salvaging the
salary for a full-time director
and putting the money into
the division for additional
Drogramns.

The salary for the position
division director was never
specified, but it reportedly
could be near $30.000.

But Judith Knee, state
coordinator for NOW. disa-
greed.

“Program money 1S
meaningless unless there 1s
someone to see that 1t 1s
wisely spent,”” she said

Knee sald NOW is consid-
ering legal action to force the
governor to appoint a full-
time director.

“1 think women throughout
the state have expressed a
very strong and unified pos-
ition, and 1t's not going to go
away,’’ she said.

B |:‘:‘T\I
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Women picket outside the State House in Trenton yesterday, protesting the failure of Gov. Brendan T.

Byrne to name a full-time director to the recently created state Division on Women.

(Press Photo)
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ame of the game
is self-identit

By LESLIE R. DREISPAN
Herald-News Staff Writer

Following the Civil War and up
through World War I, divorce
meant disgrace for women. Being
the ex-Mrs. Doe aroused much so-
cietal stigma and women clung
desperately to their married
names, never dreaming of relin-
quishing them, ““for the sake of the
children.”

Generations later, the woman of
the 1970s, whether she’s married,
single or divorced, is adopting her
““Ms.” prefix. In some cases,
women have been required by the
courts to pay alimony to their hus-
bands, and a rising number of
brides-to-be plan to retain their
maiden names, while women who
are already married are seeking to
resume the names they were given
at birth. .

A woman who wiShes to retain
her own name for personal or pro-
fessional reasons may be labled by
her peers and men as ““a women’s
libber” in the most pejorative
sense

But suppose the roles between
men and women were reversed and
husbands were identified by their
wives’ surnames. Looking back at
the film “Funny Girl” one recalls
the fateful scene between actress
Fanny Brice and gambler Nicky
Arnstein. When Nick is greeted as
Mr. Brice a dark shadow of shame
passes over his face for a brief mo-
ment

DESPITE THE “FEM LIB”
MYTH, many women who wish to
retain or return to their maiden
names do not identify with the
woman’s movement. They have
made their decisions based on indi-
vidual needs and circumstances.

Laurie Feiner of Clifton is think-
ing about changing her name. She
has a 2-year-old child and her hus-
band is all for it. Her maiden name
is Vidris.

“I've been thinking about it for a
couple of months. Recently, my
cousin got married and kept her
maiden name. When I got married
1 didn’t know I could keep it,” Mrs.
Feiner explained.

“T just like my name better and
my husband doesn't consider it a
put-down,” she added

Susan Randall (not her real
name) is divorced and the mother
of a 2-year-old son. She is employed
and resides in the Passaic County
area. She is also using her maiden
name, even though it is considered
illegal by state law.

“T would not go through my life
as a “Mrs.” and live a lie,” she
stated. The divorcee was married
to an alcoholic for some three
years. During her seventh month of
pregancy, Mr. Randall tried to kill
her. To date he has never seen his
child nor has he supplied any finan-
cial assistance.

‘I used to think there’s not much
to a name, but there is. You have to
have pride in it, and that is very
important.

““It took me about six months to
decide. At first I was concerned be-
cause | was doing something that
society didn't accept. But I felt I
was doing it for myself, that what
people said didn’t matter as much
as pleasing myself,” Randall com-
mented.

The divorcee lives with her
parents, and those family
members who are closest to her
were pleased with the change of

Traditionally, women take t

name. But friends and distant rela-
tives occasionally send her cards
addressed in her married name.

According to Randall she has re-
ceived no pressure from the school
where she is employed to return to
her married name. “Some of the
older teachers look a little cock-
eyed at me, but no one has given
me a hassle.”

RANDALL said if there is a judi-
cial procedure to change her name
legally she would do so. In the
meantime she and many other di-
vorced women await the appeals
court’s opinion on the following
cases:

« Bonnie Lee Daniels defended
by her husband Adam Lawrence,
former Bergen County assistant
prosecutor, was denied recognition

» Of her birth name last May even
though she had employed her com-
mon law right for two and one half
years. The case was appealed Feb.
19.

* Mrs. Arax Egner of Ewing ob-
tained a divorce in December 1973
and has two children ages 6 and 8.
Her maiden name was Kalagian.

* Mrs. Lois Coon of Linden was
divorced last April. She has a 3-
year-old child and would like to as-
sume her maiden name which was
Kelemen. Mrs. Coon’s attorney,
Edward S. Synder of Union ex-
plained his client has no interest in
the women’s movement. “‘She just
doesn’t want to use the name.”

* Mrs. Barbara Walls obtained a
divorce last March after being
married for 23 years. She retains
custody of her T-year-old daughter,
while a 19-year-old boy and 16-
year-old girl live with her former
husbgnd. Her maiden name was
Ross

« On Feb. 25 Mrs. Sandra Ann
Furie of Fort Lee, a mother of twc
teen-age children, 14 and 17, filed
suit to resume her maiden name,
Sperry, for herself and her chil-
dren. Mrs, Furie obtained her di-
vorce in 1962 after six years of mar-
riage. The major financial and
emotional supporters of the chil-
dren are the mother’s relatives, the
suit states and the children are un-
able to relate to the father.

Based on the general rule in com-
mon law, which this state follows, a
person may take or assume any
name, except if it is used for crimi-
nal or fraudulent purposes. There
is no law on the state or federal
level which frobids a woman from
retaining her own name except in
Hawaii.

The usage of the husband’s sur-
name is the result of custom,
rather than the law’s mandate.
Historically, the custom of a wife
asssuming her spouse’s surname
evolved from the concept that the
husband and wife are viewed as
one entity.

IF YOU ARE married and wish
to resume your birth name, -you
may do so by going to court and fol-
lowing the state law’s provisions.
You may also revert back to your
birth name on your own, since judi-
cial action is not required, Snyder
said.

If you desire judicial recognition
of the name change, you are re-
quired to pay court and attorney
fees, newspaper publication costs,
a long delay for a hearing, and you
run the risk of a name change deni-
al from the judge; as Bonnie Lee
Daniels received from superior

i3
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What's in a name?

court Judge Roger W. Breslin.

In the past week this reporter has
received several phone calls from
area women who are concerned
that a change of name might cause
a number of bureaucratic head-
aches. If you are thinking about re-
taining or resuming your birth
name, here are some tips which
might clear up some of the confu-
sion.

The state laws do not require a
married woman to use her hus-
band’s surname when she is apply-
ing for credit. According to com-
mon law she should be able to use
her ‘birth name. By state law, a
woman is liable in her own name to
any debts she incurs both before
and after her marriage.
PERTY

In New Jersey, a married
woman has the right to sign deeds
in whatever name she uses and
control her own property without
the spouse’s consent.

VOTER REGISTRATION

The state does not require that a
woman use her husband’s surname
and asks only the full name of the
registrant. Prefixes such as Miss
Mrs., Ms. and Mr. have been abo-
lished. Re-registration is only re-
quired “whenever the registrant
shall change his or her name due to
marriage.” There is no assumption
that the couple’'s names will
change automatically after mar-

riage.
DIVISION OF MOTOR VEHI-
CLES

When applying for a driver’s li-
cense or for motor vehicle registra-
tion the state laws just require a
person to sign in his or her own
handwriting and not to use “ficti-
cious names or addresses.” The
spouse’s name is not required.
INCOME TAX RETURNS

Nadine Taub, director of the
Women's Rights Litigation Clinic
at Rutgers Law School, is Mrs.
Egner’s attorney. The director,
who has retained her own name,
says she and her husband have re-
ceived their returns and were
told they were filed incorrectly.

“I sent it back with a letter stat-
ing that I have kept my maiden
name. There were no more prob-
lems, but you have to keep assert-
ing yourself.”

CHILDREN'S NAMES

To date there have been no difin-
ative rulings that a couple could or
could not give the wife’s birth
name to the child or the hyphenat-
ed version which combines the
birth names of the mother and fa-
ther. Recently a Ridgewood couple
filed suit because they were de-
nied a birth certificate for their in-
fant son with a hyphenated sur-
name (Smith-Mannchott).

A divorced woman who is award-
ed custody of her children cannot
change the father’s name, unless
there are extenuating circum-
stances such as extreme cruelty or
incest on the part of the father
which forfeits this right.

THE DANIELS case is the first
one of its kind in the state and it is
destined to be a landmark one.

Judge Breslin denied Miss Dan-
iels request for judicial recognition
of her change of name, because if
the couple was to continue to use
their birth names this ‘“‘would
cause great confusion in the com-
munity in which they live and could
well have.a traumatic effect upon
any children they might have.”

The court also said that bureau-
cratic problems could arise on giv-
ing a surname to children. The
Daniels have no children at the pre-
sent time.

The Women's Rights Litigation
Clinic of Rutgers Law School and
the American Civil Liberties Union
of New Jersey jointly filed a friend
of the court brief.

In Laseur vs. State of Florida,
the Florida Court of Appeals grant-
ed a married scientist the right to
use her own name and in a Califor-
nia case, Banks vs. Banks, a statu-
tory change of name was provided

for a divorced mother of three chil-

en.

The Daniels brief states that
when a woman resumes or retains
the name she was given at birth,
she is expressing a personal state-
ment about her social and political
role in society. The right to keep
one's own name is linked to devel-
oping a strong sense of self-identity
which is an important factor in all
aspects of life. Denying a woman
this right, the brief says, interferes
with her right to freedom of expres-
sion as guaranteed by the first
amendment.

BUT THE MOST interesting ar-
gument presented in the brief is
that of the married couple’s consti-
tutional right to privacy which Jus-
tice Brandeis described as “the
most comprehensive of rights and
the right most valued by civilized
man,” in a 1928 dissent.

The right of privacy gives Miss
Daniels the right to define the rela-
tionship with her husband in such a
way that she retains her individual
identity. The right of privacy also
protects the right of parents to de-
termine how their children will be
raised.

The initial reaction to a bill intro-
duced by Assembyman William J.
Bate, D-34th, Passaic, which would
require a woman to file a notice
with the Secretary of State if she
chose to retain her birth name was
negative. The bill received critical
reviews from advocate Nadine
Taub, members of the National Or-
ganization of Women (NOW) and
Marjorie Wyngaarden of West-
wood, aide to Assemblyman Her-
bert Gladstone, D-39th, Bergen.

According to Bate’s bill, a
woman would have to file the no-
tice within 90 days of her marriage
or within six months of moving into
New Jersey from another state

“His bill takes away a right that
women already have,” commented
Taub.

JUDY KNEE, state coordinator
for NOW, felt the bill was very re-
strictive, ‘“Making time limits is
a very negative thing.”

According to Assemblyman
Bate, he is now working on an
amendment with several members
of the NOW organization which will
be incorporated into the original
bill. He hinted that some provisions
may be added to aid divorced
women. Bate hopes the revised bill
will bring clarity to the issue and
will save women the expense of
legal costs.

Knee also hopes the new version
of the bill will include a way to
make “this knowledge available
when a woman is applying for her
marriage license.”
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Byrne sued for failing to

The suit claimed that by not the women’s division, which is state’s fiscal difficulties when groups to give him three
appointing a full-time director Part of her department.

The Record Wire Services

TRENTON — A Superior
Court judge has ordered the
Byrne administration to ex-
plain in court why a perma-
nent director of the state Divi-
sion on Women has not been
appointed.
Judge George Y. Schoch is-
sued a show-cause order yes-
terday, setting a hearing on
the matter in his court May 28
at 9 am.

He acted on a suit filed. by
- the National Organization for
Women, seeking an order that
_would require Gov. Brendan
T. Byrne to show why he-
should not be directed :
make an appointment to
women’s agency.

the governor is violating the
intent of the legislature.

Earlier this year, Byrne
nominated Penelope Kuyken-
dall of East Brunswick to the"
Pposition.

Mrs. Kuykendall withdrew
her nomination after it was
disclosed she had been
charged with passing several
bad checks. The bad check
charges subsequently were
dropped

In the interim, Byrne has
%gmted Commissioner of
munity Affairs Patricia
Sheehan as acting director of

he appointed an acting direc, months,

Bergen County, New Jlersey

The governor cited the tor. He asked the women's elapsed

which has

/
iill women'’s

Judith Knee, state coordina-
since tor for NOW, said Byrne has
shortchanged the women of
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Beauty queen graces Bryne’s staff

The Associated Press
TRENTON — A former Miss New
Jersey has been hired by Gov. Byrne
to help arrange his schedule.
Suzanne Plummer, 23, Miss New
Jersey of 1973-74, said she doesn't
know yet what her salary will be.

“As soon as I find out, you'll find

. out,” she told newsmen.

Her job includes working with Eliza-

beth Cohen, who schedules Byrne’s ap-
poiitments and helps arrange speak-
ing engagements for administration
officials.

Miss Plummer, who lives in Nation-
al Park, said her job also includes sec-
retarial duties.

In her first week on the job, she
seemed surprised at the attention she
was receiving from newsmen.

“I don’t know why this is news,” she

remarked. “If I'd known, I would have
had something ready to say.”
Miss Plummer has been working for

-Bozell and Jacobs, the advertising

agency for the State Lottery Commis-
sion. She moved to the governor’s of-
fice as former lottery director Charles
Carella assumed his new job as execu-
tive secretary to Byrne.

Miss Plummer was a finalist in the
1973 Miss America contest.

post

New Jersey by not appointing
a full-time director.

She pointed out that women
are hurt disproportionately by

e job market squeeze.

“Unemployment rates are
higher for women than men,"”
Ms. Knee said. “This is the
worst possible time for the di-
vision to be without a full-time
director.

The Division on Women is
the only agency of state gov-
ernment  specifically con-
cerned with the needs and
problems of the more than
four million women in New
Jersey.

“The directorship is hardly
a part-time job,” Ms. Knee
said.
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Asscciated Press

Anti-E.R.A. demonstrators outside Gov. Byrne’s residence in Princeton, N. J., hold up signs as the governor leaves in his auto

Women Assail ERA at Ceremony

Special to The Inqguirer

PRINCETON, N.J. — About 30

chanting and sign-carrying women
interrupted ceremonies at the gover-
nor’'s mansion here vyesterday as
Gov. Brendan T. Byrne was about to
sign a proclamation of Women’s
Equal Rights Day in New Jersey.

The demonstrators carried signs
reading, “‘Stop ERA, Vote No Nov.
4, and claiming that the Equal
Rights Amendment (ERA) would
promote avbortion and homosexuality.
Several demonstrators thrust plac-
ards between Byrne and television

cameras as he signed the proclama-
tion.

New Jersey approved the Equal
Rights Amendment to the U. S. Con-
stitution on April 18, 1972. The state’s
voters will decide Nov. 4 whether to
adopt a similar amendment for the
New Jersey Constitution.

About 100 women, 1ncluding state
legislators, state government officials
and women’s rights activists, had
been invited to the garden at Mor-
ven, the governor’s mansion, to hear
speeches on the 1ssue and to watch
Byrne sign the proclamation,

The opponents, who had set up a
picket line outside, simply .walked
around the mansion and into the
garden.

Hostile remarks were exchanged
by members of the two groups, but
things quieted down after Judith
Knee, state coordinator for the Na-
tional Organization of Women
(NOW), told the demonstrators, *“You
have the right to say whatever you
want, but let us hear the speeches we
came to hear.”

Many of the demonstrators said
they were afliliated with the Catholic

Daughters of America or the Na-
tional Council of Catholic Women.

One woman carried a sign reading,
“Don’t push ERA on us just because
you want to be gay.”

Gov. Byrne’s wife, Jean, spoke dur-
ing the ceremonies. She said that the
“ERA recognizes the difference be-
tween the sexes as well as the dig-
nity of both sexes. It is an affront to
human dignity to discriminate on the
basis of sex.”

Yesterday was the SSth anniver-
sary of the 19th Amendment to the
U. S. Constitution, which gave wom-
en the right to vote.

i
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November Bonds Vote Asked
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By RON STEPNESKI
Business Writer

Regulations proposed by
the Federal Reserve Board
to enforce the Equal Credit
Opportunity Act won't do
the job, say local women's
rights leaders.

Today is the deadline for
interested persons to send
the Federal Reserve their
written comments on the
proposed regulations, which
were first announced Sept.
8. National feminist groups
voiced their displeasure
with the rules as soon as
the proposals were made
public.

The Equal Credit Oppor.
tunity Act, which is due to
go into effect Oct. 28, bans
discrimination by creditors

on the basis of sex or mari-

tal status.
The proposed regulations

. = weaker than those origi-

nally considered by the Fed
— would permit creditors to
ask women about childbear-
ing plans. They also would
free financial institutions
from disclosing why a loan
has been denied.

“It's absolutely a step
backward,” says Judy
Knee, New Jersey president
of the National Organiza-
tion for Women. ‘A wom-
an's capacity to bear chil-
dren has been used against
women in obtaining credit,
employment, and other situ-
ations since time immemo-
rial.'l

‘Probable continuity’

The proposed Regulation
B of the Equal Credit Op-
portunity Act states: “A
creditor shall not request
information about birth con-
trol practices or childbear-
ing capability. However, a
creditor may request and
consider information con-
cerning the probable conti-
nuity of an applicant’s abili-
ty to repay.

Frank O’Brien, a spokes-
man for the Federal Re-
serve Board in Washington
denies the proposed word-
ing was changed to create
an effective loophole
through which creditors
could ask about childbear-
ing intentiouns.

“Presume a woman is
visibly pregnant and you
have to put together a loan
to finance a car,” O’Brien

said. “'All it [the proposed
regulation] says to the
woman is ‘Are you going to
be able to return to a job or
have you got some income
maintenance  insurance?’
Surely a creditor has a
right to know if you have a
reasQnable prospect of re-
paying him. This is not a
sex-related question. It's an
income-related question.”

“You cannot justifiably,
in my view, interpret the
continued ability to repay
as a question about child-
bearing intentions,” he
said.

Feminists, however, also
disagree.

“This just points up how
we need the equal rights
amendment,” said Judy
Murphy of Teaneck, a state
board member of NOW.
“Under the equal rights
amendment, all differentia-
tion between men and wom-
en would be illegal.”

Small creditors

O’Brien said the proposal
requiring an explanation of
why credit was denied was
eliminated to protect the
small creditor.

“You can't prepare a
standard answer [for the
denial],” he said. “It's got
to be a specially prepared
thing. It’s going to be cost-
ly. You'd need betteries of

people writing these things,

in many cases lawyers.
“For the little creditor, it

would be even more diffi-
cult, and the board feels
there's no intent on the part
of Congress to drive the lit
tle creditors out of busi-
ness,” he said.

However, feminist Judy
Knee counters: *I feel a
creditor should be required
to provide a reason, wheth-
er its asked for or not, if
credit is denied.

“In our society, the right
to a loan is becoming a bas-
ic need to survive,” she
says.

Doris Tarrant, president
of United Jersey Bank of
Ridgewood, says some
banks apparently discrimi-
nate against single women
and divorcees, but it is like-
ly to take more than legisla-
tion to reverse the situation.

“I don't think they can
legislate these things
away,” said Ms. Tarrant,
who is single. ‘‘There is
prejudice in many banks. I
think it’s the mind that has
to be changed and that's
going to take time and attri-
tion.”

Attitudes changing *

Jack Generelli, loan offi-
cer for Garden State Na-
tional Bank, Paramus, said
some banks .still require
that husbands and wives
must both sign for a loan,
even if the collateral is
completely in the wife’s
name. He adds, however,
that that attitude is chang-

ing except in cases where a
divorce only depends on ali-
mony for income or where
a single woman has a short-
time employment record.

“I think the proposed law
itself is good, and I think
most banks are complying
with it already,” Generelli
said, I think some people
will come out and try to
claim discrimination where
there isn't any, but if a per-
son has the ability to repay,
the stability of income, and
a loan can be collected,
there should be no reason
connected with sex or mari-
tal status to turn them
down for a loan."”

There is no provision in
the proposal for joint ac-
counts for unmarried per-
sons — a provision the fem-
inists had wanted.

The original proposal re-
quired that all joint ac-
counts of married couples
be listed under both names.
The new rules impose this
provision only on those ac-
counts opened after Nov. 1,
1976. Old accounts would be
changed only on request of
the account holders.

Also creditors would be
required to keep records for
only a year, not two years
as originally planned.

Feminist groups did win
at least one victory in the
new regulation. Credit re-
cipients no longer would be
forced to reapply for credit
status after their marital
status changes.




With the election only five days
away, the debate over whether the
New Jersey Equal Rights Amend-
ment should be passed grows
fiercer.

The state’s voters are being bom-
barded with buttons, bumper
stickers and old-fashioned cam-
paign banter by women on both
sides of the issue.

Opponents envision a unisex soci-
ety which will mean the eventual
breakup of the family unit.

Making their absence felt

Women marching in Washington were the ex;:ep-
tion Wednesday, as relatively few joined the

Supporters point to Wyoming and
Utah which have had equal rights
amendments since the 1890's and

Mrs. Inez L. Franko of North
Plainfield, president of the Citizens
Alliance to Stop ERA, says the
amendment is unnecessary since
Article 10, Section 4 of the state's
constitution already protects
women.

The group, whose slogan is

CLIFTON-PASSAIC, N.J.

“ERA—Emasculative, Radical,

Aberrant,” has been unsuccessful
in its attempts to have the amend-

ment removed from the ballot on a
technicality.

“UNTIL WOMEN can rely on the
constitution the same way both
black and white men can, they are
really inferior under the law. There
is no subst,ttut.!on for constitutional

protection.” says Judy Knee, state

Thursday, October 30, 1975

AP Wirephoto

strike called by the National Organization of
Women. Story, Page 3.

coordinator jor the National .Or
ganization for Women.

Actually the idea of an ERA is
not a new one. An Equal Rights
Amendment to the U.S. Constitu-
tion was first introduced in Con-
gress in 1923, just three years after
women got the vote.

It took 49 years, but Congress fi-
nally passed the amendment In
1972. It must now be ratified by
three-fourths (38) of the states by

Vol. 104 No. 257

- 58 Pages in Four Sections

1979. A two-year waiting period is

required after ratification to allow

the states an opportunity to exam-
ine all statutes and bring them into
compliance.

The federal amendment has been
ratified by 34 states.

Other states with equal rights
amendments include Illinois, Vir-
ginia, Pennsylvania, Alaska, Colo-
rado, Hawaii, Marviand, Texas,
Washington, New Mexico, Mon-

THE HERALD-NEWS
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‘Time for countdown on the E RA—how do you decide?

tana, Connecticut and New Hamp-
shire.

In order to help readers make a
“yes’" or “'no" decision on the
ERA, The Herald-News has asked
proponents and opponents of the
amendment 10 questions it believes
cover all points of the issue.

The quegtions and answers may
be found in today’'s Living section,
Pages 21 and 22. (Comment, Page
18)




mm-yo:\ oServingNorth Jersey 2]

N~

N\ 3

By GERALDINE BANDA . |
Herald-News Staff Writer \

In an effort to provide readers with a sound basis for a ““Yes™
or “No” vote on the state’s Equal Rights Amendment, The
Herald-News here presents questions relevant to the issue
along with answers from those who are for the amendmem and
those who are opposed to it.

The views of the pr and the were
from position papers and pamphlets and from conversations
with leading figures on both sides.

A Yale Law Journal article written in the spring of 1971, an
authoritative study of the effects of ERA, has been the basis of

arguments both for and against the amendment.

In simplest terms, what is the State
Equal Rights Amendment?

PRO

It is an amendment which recog-
nizes the fundamental dignity and
individuality of each human being.
It will prevent discrimination in
this state on the basis of sex
(gender).

Women will be elevated to “first
class citizen status” at last, and
will be recognized as persons under
the law.

However, the améndment is not
anly for women. Certain‘laws exist
which discriminate against men.
Under the amendment, these laws
could be changed.

CON

The amendment is an unneces-
sary “drastic measure” which will
“plunge us into legal darkness.”

It is a “sneak attack” against
family life by a vocal minority of
radical women.

It is really a “loss of rights”
amendment for women, since it
will remove most of the protective
legislation already pa:

amendment will mean free-

dom to choose a lifestyle which in-
cludes abortion on demand, lega-
lized prostitution, homosexual
es, and' “other so-called
freedoms indulged in by the
R.tl)lmln! just prior tn their down-

Yes.

State Public Question No. II
Equality of Rights of Women

Shall Article I of the Constitution be
amended, as agreed to by the Legisla-
ture, by the addition of the following
paragraph?

“20A. Equality of rights under the law
shall not be denied or abridged on ac-
count of sex. The Legislature shall by
law provide for the enforcement of the

provisions of this paragraph.”

~If passed, how will the ERA affect
existing statutes? How will these be
brought into compliance?

PRO

Laws which now bestow privi-
leges, responsibilities or benefits
on one sex will be extended to in-
clude the other sex or will be struck
down entirely.

Many laws could be brought into
compliance simply by eliminating
or adding a few words. The word
“sex” in many cases would be
added.

‘The more complex or controver-
sial statutes would have to be scru-
tinized by the legislature and the
courts,

The factors the courts would con-
sider when deciding which statutes
to strike down or which to extend
will include: the ce of the
statute, the feasibility of its extend-
ed form, the proportional dif-
ference in terms of number of per-
sons, groups or areas covered,
whether the law is civil or crimi-
nal, whether it is a benefit or a bur-
den to the new group, and an inter-
pretation of the actual words of the
statute.

Certain statutes would remain as
they are. For example, Title VII of
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which
prohibits sex discrimination in em-
ployment unless sex is a “‘bona fide
occupational qualification,” would
stand. Statutes which make dis-
tinctions on t.he basis of a unique

—§tnce othsr constitutional amend-
ments, statutes and court decisions,
such as the Fourteenth Amendment,
the Civil Rights and Equal Opportuni-
ties Acts have provided protection
for women’s rights, is there a need for

this amendment?

What we have now is a “piece-
meal” approach to the problem of
eliminating sex-based discrimina-
tion. Not only is the method too
slow, but there is nothing that pre-
vents the adoption of future legisla-
tion which might discriminate on
the basis of sex.

It is true that: civil rights laws
prohibit discrimination by sex in
areas such as employment, and ed-
ucation; a new credit law makes it
possible for women to obtain credit

regardless of marital status; the °

state Legislature has repealed sev-
eral protective labor laws which
discriminate against women by eli-
minating job opportunities; other
legislation is . pending which will
prohibit discrimination by sex.
These are limited areas.

Statutes and court decisions are
not adequate substitutions for the
broader protection afforded by a
constitutional amendment, said
Mrs. Kitty McGrath O'Neill, acting
director of the State Division on,
Women.

‘There have been only two United
States Supreme ' Court decisions
which held that the Fourteenth
Amendment’s equal protection
clause had been violated. The
cases evaluated classified persons
on the basis of sex.

The court’s poor record in these
matters proves the Fourteenth
Amendment is hardly a substitute
for the ERA.

The'amendment would give the
Legislature the impetus it needs to
review all laws in-depth to see just
where problems of discrimination
occur and to suggest solutions.

—

Mrs. Edward B. Connell of
Newark, vice chairman of the
Citizens Alliance to Stop ERA
in New Jersey makes a point
during a discussion on' the
amendment at the Passaic-Clif-
ton YWCA. j

There is no need for this amend-
ment. The state constitution Arti-
cle X, Section 4, states whenever
the term person, persons, people or
any personal pronoun is used, ‘‘the
same shall be taken to include both
sexes.”

Give women the right to serve on
juries, start a business, get a mort-
gage, control their own property or
become “mature, adult persons™
under the law, ask proponents.
These things were made possible
years ago!

Once the amendment goes on the
books, the results will become irre-
versible. We will be locked into the
consequences.

That is one advantage to the so
called “‘piecemeal” method (Civil
Rights Act, Fair Pay Act). It is the
only method in which the elector-
ate has a voice through its repre-
sentatives.

of a particular sex,
would not be changed.

Pregnancy is a condition particu-
lar to one sex, so statutes pertain-
ing to this unique condition such as
those covering disability pay-
ments, would remain unchanged.

—
Elayne Nord (left) of the Pas-
saic County Equal Rights
Amendment 'Coalition dis-
cusses her reasons for a “yes”
vote on the ERA with Dorothy
Forte (center) and Marcia Bo-
grad of the Wayne LWV.

CON

The ERA is not a panacea. It's
going to take time and money to
change all of the existing statutes.
Former Sen. Sam J. Ervin Jr. of
North Carolina feels the federal
ERA will transpose every law con-
cerning women into a constitution-
al issue to ultimately be resolved
by the courts.

The. problem is, the matter of
whether a statute will be struck
down or extended will be left to the
whims of the legislators and the
courts.

The state amendment will invali-
date approximately 800 laws, ac-
cording to one estimate. Others say
1,000, The legislature was asked to
establish a commission_to study
ERA's impact an the laws, but the
proposal was turned down.

The isa

Can we estimate every legal con-
sequence of the amendment?

PRO

No, we cannot predict all legal
ramifications of the amendment.

It’s argued that the amendment
is too broadly phrased. All constitu-
tional amendments are necessarily
broadly stated. The same argu-
ment was given at the time both the
Fifth and Fourteenth Amendments
dealing with the concepts of due
process and equal protection were
proposed.

Whether an existing statute will
be struck down or extended will be
left to the court’s interpretation in
cases where statutes are complex,
just as was done with the other
amendments,

CON

The language of the ERA is
vague. It will be left up to the
courts to determine what exactly it
would mean. It is wishful thinking
for proponents to say that no harm-
ful effects could be wrought by the
ERA, since no one can guarantee
or reverse the outcome of the Su-
preme Court inte: tions
decisions. It would be left to the in-
tegrity of the legislators.

Tennessee and Nebraska have
sought to rescind their ratifications
of the federal ERA. This is evi-
dence that the matter is becoming
more and more controversial as
people begin to realize just what a
trap the ERA actually is.

How will the ERA affect private re-

. lationships?

al wedge that will open up issues
which otherwise would not be
looked into.

Under ERA will there be unisex
restrooms and coed sleeping facili-
ties in public institutions such as
hospitals or dormitories? .

The ERA will not interfere with &
our rights of privacy. These rights '

have been intérpreted by the courts
to mean privacy in sexual réla-
tions, disrobing and bodily fmc
tions

The courts have arrived at thése ;

interpretations through a combina-
tion of rights provided for in the

b
First, Third, Fourth, Fifth and::

Ninth amendments.

“If you think your 7-year-gld

daughter will have to share
same restroom with a 34-year‘old
truck driver, that’s a lot of bunk,?”
said one ERA supporter, i

There is nothing in the amend-
ment which will cause the walls
which now segregate public toilet
facilities to be torn down.

« +The amepdmént will not protect
privacy betwéen’ the sexes in
schdols, hospitals, prisons, the mil-
itaty or places of public accomoda-

 tions.

Prof, Pdul' Freund of Harvard
Law School testified that ERA
gould not require segregation of

evsexes in public institutions in-
cluding prisons, reform schools,
public restrooms, and other public

i facilities.

Will the amendment permit homo-
sexual marriages? Will women be

drafted?

The ERA will affect only existing *
statutes. There are no_statytes
which would permit homosexual «

marriages, nor is there a state'rfi-

litia into which women could be

ted. y

Actually, the draft question is a
federal one. There is no natignal
draft at the moment. If a draft is
called, eligible women (i.e. women.
physically capable of handling the
rigors of combat etc.) just as t"ng-
ble men would have to serve.

A state could still prohibit homo-
sexual marriages. If a state should
legalize or prohibit this type of
marriage it would have to permit
or prohibit such marriages be-
tween women as well as men.

Cplorado, ari ERA state, has
'heg\;n to issue marriage licenses to
‘horfosexuals. (Anti-ERA members

oneede, however, that the amend-

ent itself would not permit such
mafriages, but that it would open
the door for subsequént legislation
‘which would allow same-sex mar-
riages.")

1t is realized there is no state or
federal draft ... at the moment.
But with conditions in the world,
especially in the Middle East, what
they are, such a draft could be in-
stituted.

The ERA will have no effect on
our private lives. The amendment
concerns the conduct of govern-
ment.

The U.S. constitution prohibits
the government from interfering in
private relationships. The courts
have traditionally never interfered
in an ongoing marriage. Therefore,
division of responsibilities, such as
financial support of a famtly, will
remain a decision between both
spouses,

The amendment will not elimi-
nate support by a husband and fa-
ther.

Separation or divorce takes the
relationship between spouses out of
the private realm and into the pub-
lic domain, where it has been tradi-
tionally dealt with by the courts.

Existing laws concerning child
support and/or alimony will be ex-
tended to include both sexes. The
same principles of need and ability
to pay will apply to both husband
and wife. Alimony and child sup-
port will be awarded according to
ability to pay.

A middle-aged woman who be-
comes divorced and has no experi-
ence or training and is unable to
earn a living, would be entitled to
the same benefits she now would
receive.

“The ERA will invalidate all
state laws which require a husband
to support his wife and children. It
will make women equally liable for
financial responsibilities.” (This
obtained from literature distribut-
ed by Citizens Alliance to Stop
ERA. However, a group represen-
tative when questioned further con-
ceded that this might apply only in
cases of divorce.)

You can be forced to supply half
the family support or all of it, if you
are a better wage earner (in di-
vorce cases it is assumed), accord-
ing to testimony by Sen. Birch
Bayh of Indiana during the Con-
gressional debate over the federal
ERA. If a wife fails to support her
husband, he could use it for
grounds for divorce.

Divorced women will lose the
customary right of child custody,
child support, and/or alimony, if
her husband wins custody of the
children.

Will women be forced out of tradi-

tional roles of homemaker and moth-
er into the labor market, thereby un-
dermining the family?

It would be absurd to think that
women would not be allowed to
choose the roles of mother and
homemaker, just as it would be
absurd to think that a woman or a
man could not take a job outside
the home.

These are personal and private
decisions, something not regulated
by the courts, and could never be
affected by the amendment.

Support of the family will remain
a decision of both spouses as it has
always been.

“Do you want to lose your right
not to work? If you are married,
you may choose to work outside
your home. But you may choose to
stay at home, to rear your children,
to be supported by your husband.
The ERA will abolish this right.”
(From a position paper issued by
Women Who Want to be Women,
Scott City, Kan.)

The amendment will adversely
affect women in industry, by inva-
lidating all protective laws for
women. This means laws regulat-
ing weight lifting restrictions, rest
periods, excessive working hours
and maternity leaves.

“American women are the envy
of the world, because of the protec-
tion afforded them,” said one anti-
ERA woman. “There are a number
of women who like this protected
situation. But the ERA will take all
this away, It will give us responsi-
bilities we really don't want,” she
concluded.

For questions
nine and 10
Please turn to
page 22, col. 1
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(Continued from Page 21)

Wil the ERA affect men?

PRO

The amendment could result in
more job opportunities, lower in-
surance premiums, or increased
social security benefits for men,
since statutes governing these

. areas would be seen as discrimina-

tory.

A man could be awarded alimony
payments, or custody of his chil-
dren and child support, in certain
divorce cases where his wife might
be better able to provide support

Many times children are award-
ed to their mother in divorce cases

« not because they are better able to

provide for them, but because they
are considered inherently more ca-
pable of rearing children simply
because they are women.

The amendment would give fa-
thers an equal chance at custody of ¢
their children.

Widowers would be entitled to
the same Social Security benefits
as widows, under the amendment.
Widows now receive a substantial-
ly larger payment.

CON

The ERA will deprive husbhands
of their right to “beget and rear
their own children,” since they will
have no control over abortions
which might be sought by their
wives.

Men are now the primary bread-
winners. The ERA will change
this.

What kind of social changes do you
think will be brought about by the

ERA?

It will mean a fundamental
change in the way we view each
other as individuals.

The amendment reflects two
basic premises. First, that women
are not inferior to men because of
their sex and second, both men and
women vary as individuals, intel-
lectually and emotionally, in body
structure and physical strength.

Equality doesn’t mean same-
ness. The amendment will not
mean a unisex society. Nor will it
prevent people from choosing tra-
ditional roles or force women to
leave their homes.

It will mean a society where men
and women are free to choose life-
styles based on their unique identi-
ties rather than by societal compul-
sion rooted in legal restraints
based solely on sex.

Who's for?

State support groups represented
by the Coalition for a New Jersey
Equal Rights Amendment are:
AFL-CIO, Industrial Union Coun-

cil
AFL-CIO, Women’'s Affirmative
Action Committee

American Civil Liberties Union

American Association of Universi-
ty Women

American Nurses Association

American Jewish Congress

B'nai B’rith Women

Board of Rabbis

Center for Peace and Justice, Sis-
ters of St. Joseph of Peace

Church Women United

Common Cause

Communication Workers of Ameri-

-~

ca

Council of Churches

Department of Christian Social Re-
lations, Archdiocese of Newark

Education Association

Federation of Temple Sisterhoods

Human Rights Association

League of Women Voters

National Association of Business
and Professional Women

National Council of Jewish
Women

National Organization for Women

New Jersey Bar Association,
Women's Rights Section

Newspaper Guild

Public Interest Research Group

United Auto Workers

Women's Equity Action League

Women's Political Caucus

« YWCA, State Council

ZONTA, International

Proponents envision a secular-
humanist society replete with sex-
ual freedom, abortion on demand,
euthanasia, and a decentralized
government which is in complete
opposition to the Judeo-Christian
ethic,

The amendment is an assault on
the traditions of this nation, and
will contribute to the breakdown of
the American family.

Socialistic estates such as Cas-
tro’s Cuba or the Soviet Union point
to the necessity of the equality of
women,

The amendment will result in the
loss of sexual identity of our chil-
dren. It fails to take into account
the fullness of persons. Regardless
of the “‘equality” the ERA prom-
ises, there is a difference, and we
can not be equal in all things!

’ .
Who's against?

Groups against the amendment

and reptesented by the Citizens Al-

liance to Stop ERA are:

Conservative Action Group

Federation of New Jersey Taxpay-
ers

League of Housewives

National Conservative Union
.Other groups which have spoken

out against the amendment in-

clude:

American Legislanve Exchange
Council

American Party :

Catholic Daughters of America

Communist Party

Congress of Freedom

Daughters of the American Revo-
lution

Freedom Newspaper, Inc.

General Association of Regular
Baptist Churches

John Birch Society

Knights of Columbus, New York
State

Ku Klux Klan

League of Large Families

Liberty Lobby

Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod

Mormon Church

National Council
Women

National States Rights Party

National School Boards Associa-
tion

Rabbinical Society of America

Union of Orthodox Rabbis

Veterans of Foreign Wars

We The People

Women'’s Christian Temperance
Union %

Women Who Want to be Women of
Kansas

Young Americans for Freedom

of Catholic
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NOW rally to protest Medicaid cutbacks

By DORIS KULMAN

LINCROFT — New lJer-
sey's largest femnist group
will sponsor a mass rally in
front of the Governor's Man-
sion in Princeton at noon on
Sunday, Feb. 22, to protest
the cutbacks in the state Me-
dicaid program.

Spokeswomen for the Na-
tional Organization for Wom-
en of New Jersey (NOW-NJ)
said the Washington's Birth-
day protest rally at Morven is
the first of many actions the
organization plans this year
to challenge what it contends
is the state's increasingly
punitive treatment of impov-
erished women.

There are about 630,000 per-
sons in the New Jersey Medi-

caid program, the over-
whelming majority of them
women and children receiving
public assistance through the
Aid To Families With De-
pendent Children program.

At its annual state confer-
ence last Saturday, NOW-NJ
declared the plight of women
in poverty a priority issue for
1976. The conference met in
the Unitarian Church, Lin-
croft.

Judy Knee, Verona, was re-
elected state NOW coordina-
tor. Diana Radcliffe, Borden-
town, was elected co-coor-
dinator.

A $20 million Medicaid cut-
back, effective last Friday
eliminated aid to the poor for
adult dental, optometric and
podiatry services, and ended

Pair sought for robbery

WEST LONG BRANCH -
Police here are still searching
for the two masked holdup
men who escaped with more
than $1,000 in cash from Con-
sumers Distributors in the
Paddock Shopping Center on
‘Rt. 36 Friday night.

Police Chief Ira Wnite said
that at approximately 10 p.m.
Ffiday, the assistant man-
ager of the store, Miss Jac-
queline Conover was ap-
proached as she was closing
the store.

A man, approximately 20
years of age, wearing a ski
mask and armed with a small
handgun demanded that she
turn over the store's bank de-

posits.

She complied and the man
ran off heading west. Miss
Conover told police that he
was joined by a second man.

She called police headquar-
ters from the store.

Investigating the robbery
are Sgt. James Maletto and

Patrolmen Michael Hanoway

and Robert Piantanida.

physical therapy and psy-
chological services and provi-
sion of medical supplies, such
as wheel chairs and crutches,
for adults and children. The
New Jersey Hospital Associ-
ation has filed a federal court
suit seeking to restore the
portion of the cuts that would
effect payments to hospitals.
A $22 million gash in the
Medicaid program last fall re-
duced payments to physi-
cians, pharmacists and den-
tists. Gov. Brendan T. Byrne
reportedly is considering
slashing another $60 million

‘from the program, eliminat-

ing virtually the entire appro-
priation for optional ambula-
tory medical services in the
state budget due for adoption
in July.

Gov. Byrne and the state
legislature ‘‘have deemed it
unimportant to take construc-
tive action to help the poor
and indigent and are instead
treating the victims of po-
verty as punitively as pos-
sible,” NOW-N.J. asserted.

It charged that the cut-
backs have ‘‘precipitated a
situation nearing a medical
emergency for Medicaid
recipients.”

The organization also de-
clared ‘‘the war against
rape” a priority issue. It said
it will wage a campaign to re-
quire all hospitals “‘to take
evidence from rape victims
promptly and competently"
and will work for legislation
that would provide for con-

viction and treatment of rap-
ists and also would “alleviate
the trauma for the victim."
The state NOW also
adopted a resolution deplor-
ing the appointment of Cor-
rinne Boggs, a Louisiana con-
gresswoman, to chair the 1976

Democratic National Con-
vention.

NOW-NJ said Mrs. Boggs is
a poor choice because she has
supported national legislation
that would deny or limit wom-
en's right to safe abortion

A similar resolution was

presented by Monmouth
County NOW at the national
NOW convention in Phila-
delphia last October and as-
signed priority status, but
was among the resolutions
that convention failed to act
on before it adjourned.

Register stoft photo
CONFERRING NOW — Honey Cole, Marlboro, left, coordinator of the
state conference of the New Jersey chapter of the National Organization
for Women (NOW) In the Unitarian Church, Lincroft, last Saturday, checks
some |iterature with Judy Knee, right, who was reelected state NOW coor-
dinator, and Diana Radcliffe, Bordentown, who was elected state co-coor-
dinator.



Womanspirit conference May 1

NEW BRUNSWICK — A con-
ference, “Womanspirit '76," fo-
cusing on contemporary
women'’s issues, will be spon-
sored by the National Organiza-
tion for Women of New Jersey
on Saturday, May 1, at Hick-
man hall, Douglass College.

It is designed to provide
women with information on
such topics as family law and
the legal status of homemak-
ers. The program is open to the
public, and the registration fee
will be waived for women una-
ble to afford it. Free child care
will be provided, and lunch will
be available.

“Laws affecting the family
and the housewife are of vital

concern to women, ' said Judy
Knee, state coordinator of
NOW-NJ. “‘Unfortunately, few
of us ever have an opportunity
to learn about our legal status.
‘Womanspirit ‘76" will give
women that opportunity.”

The day-long conference will
include workshops on such is-
sues as the problems of working
class and minority women, how
to get into the job market and
women and health. A play, “Oh,
Those Revolutionary Women,"
will be presented. Betty Wilson,

state deputy commissioner of |,

environmental protection, and
Eleanor Smeal of Pennsylvan-
1a, chairman of NOW's national
board, will speak. Registration
will begin at 9 am.

Action committee plans conference

Members of the New Jersey
Industrial Union Council, AFL-
CIO Women's Affirmative Ac-
tion Committee, will meet June
26 and 27 at Howard Johnson's
Regency Hotel, Atlantic City.

Objectives of the conference,
according to president Robbie
L. Cagnina, are to explore the
1ssues before the nation: to take

2rtion; and to provide an oppor-
tenity for women and men of all
ages from unions, churches, or-
ganizations, institutions, agen-
cies, to meet and share ideas
with those whose fields of en-
deavor vitally affect their daily
lives.

Theme of the conference is
“People: 1976 A Year of Deci-

sions.’
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Women: Befs‘

By Steve Greenhouse

Stafi Writer

On August 26, 1974 — the 54th anni-
versary of the censtitutional amend-
ment granting women the right to vote
—dozens of feminists crowded into
Gov. Byrne’s office to watch him sign
a bill creating the state Division en
Women.

“Everyone there had high hopes
that the division would go a long way
towards helping women,”said Kitty
McGrath O'Neil, who now serves as
the division’s acting director.

Byrne said then that he hoped the di-
vision would work effectively to en-
sure equal treatment for women.

But today, two years after the cere-
mony, many feminists complain that
the division hasn't ‘been effective
enough.

They blame the division’s shortcom-
ings on the governor. They're angry at
him for slashing the division’s budget
and for failing to name a permanent
director to the division.

“Byrne just never gave the division
the clout, money, and staffing needed
to do an effective job,” saidl Judy
Murphy, coordinator of the Bergen
Chapter of the Women’s Political Cau-
cus. Ms. Murphy lobbied for the crea-
tion of the division in the belief that
women require a special unit to deal
with their special problems including:

e The unemployment rate for
women in Jersey is estimated at one.
to two points above the 10.8 per cent
statewide average.

® Division of Youth and Family

Service officials say there are more
than 300,000 New Jersey mothers who
need daycare for their children and
are not getting it.

e It’s estimated that more than
100,000 Jersey women are alcoholics.

A tall order

That’s a tall order, and Acting Di-
rector ©'Neil says her overworked
staff is doing a lot, but can't do every-
thing.

Ms. O'Neil, a 30-year-old South
Brunswick resident with 10 years gov-
ernment experience, says, “The con-
straints on us are horrendous and get-
ting worse. Originally, the governor
cut our budget to zero, but the appro-
priations committee restored us. Still,
we're only getting $80,000 this year,
compared to $110,000 last year.

“It was already difficult to exist un-
der last year’s budget. My staff has
gone that extra mile, and I don’t know
if we can go any further.”

Ms. O'Neil, who earns $19,500 a
year, has a staff consisting of a pro-
gram director and two secretaries.

Accomplishments

The division counts among its ac-
complishments the publication of pam-

.phlets on Jersey women in American

history and on unemployment and dis-
ability rights for pregnant women.
Other activities include:
e Paying the State Department of
Labor $1,000 to train job counselors in
each of the state’s 38 employment ser-

emasculating o

Right to vote sought in 1912.

vice offices to help unemployed wom-
en.
® (Cosponsoring conferences for
women on alcohol, and campaign tech-
niques, and organizing ones on women
and old age, and on women in jail.

® Coordinating an affirmative ac-
tion program for the state’s universi-
ties.

Do
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A 1974 protest in Atlantic City.

® Lobbying for the Equal Rights
Amendment to the state constitution
and for insurance and pension pro-
grams that don’t make women pay
more than men. They've also pushed
for the recently signed rape law that
sharply limits cross-examination of
rape victims about their past sexual
conduct.

Perhaps the division's biggest suc-
cess, though, has been the $50,000 fed-
erally funded job program that it su-
pervised at 10 New Jersey colleges.

With its $5,000 grant, the Ramapo
College women's center organized
classes on how to write 2 resume and
be assertive, seminars on careers for
women, and support groups for wom-
en who are frustrated by the bleak job
market.

About 2,200 women participated in
the 10-college program, and about 200
found jobs through the program.

Connie Woodruff, who heads the
state Advisory Commission on the $ta-
tus of Women, an 11-member appoint-
ed panel which advises the Division on
Women, commented, “The job pro-
gram worked out very well. Unfortu-
nately, we're not able to fund it again.
With programs like these, it's clear
that the division is trying to fulfill its
mandate. They've done a fantastic job
with their skeleton staff.”

However, not everyone is so enthu-
siastic about the division’s perform-
ance. :

Judy Knee, coordinator of New Jer-
sey’s chapter of the National Organi-
zation for Women, saud the division
should have aggressively opposed
state legislation, stayed by the courts,
that would prohibit Medicaid from
paying for abortions.

But Kitty O’Neil says| that because
the division represents not only femi-
nists, but female Right-to-Lifers, too, it
tcian’t. take too strong a stand on abor-

on.
Many feminists say the division

ur agency

hasn’t done enough to fight female job
lessness, which is often called the
worst problem women face. They say
that although the 10-college job pro-
gram — the division’s most ambitious
program so far — was a good start, it
hardly helped the more than 150,000
unemployed women in the state.

Instability is another problem con-
fronting the division. Byrne's original
selection for division director with-
drew her nomination after it became
known that she had written several
bad checks.

Byrne next appointed Commissioner
of Community Affairs Patricia Shee-
han to serve as head of the women’s
division. However, in a suit brought by
NOW, a state judge ruled that Ms.
Sheehan had to step down because the
division required a full-time director
and that in her dual role, she could
serve only part-time.

After this second putdown, Byrne
appointed Ms. O’Neil acting director.
She had been the division’s deputy di-
rector, and before that worked for the
State Manpower Council.

For 15 months, the division has re-
mained without a permanent director,
Feminists say Byrne's attempt to cut
costs by not appointing a permanent
director displays his lack of concern
for the women’s movement.

Kathryn Forsyth, a spokeswoman
for the governor, said, “Perhaps in
better economic times we can make a
bigger financial commitment to the
women's division. This wasn’t the only
division whose budget was cut.”




Miss America ignored by feminists

By JAN ZOLLINGER
Home News staff writer

ATLANTIC CITY—Here on this beach-
front, the verbal volieys heard nearly a
decade ago are only an echo today. Though
the battle lines are still drawn, hardly a
powder puff is being lobbed among the
antagonists.

The annual Miss America Pageant—a
bane of feminists—opens on the Boardwalk
Tuesday with the traditional, full-dress par-
ade. But the feminists say they’ll ignore the
entire regalia.

There’ll be no counterattack, no protest
similar to the “‘bra-burning” in the late
1960s when feminists attacked the beauty
pageant promoters for stereotyping and
packaging women as “‘commodities.”

The feminists say their troops have adv-
anced to more important causes — “‘bread
and butter’ issues like job and educational
opportunities through the ERA campaign.

They've left the beachfront to the pag-
eant promoters, the commercial interests,
the fans, the gawkers and the focus of
attention — the 50 contestants who will
battle among themselves for the title of
Miss America. That victor will be crowned
before an estimated TV audience of 80
million at midnight Saturday

But the feminists’ battle hasn't ended
without repercussions. Pageant promoters
have developed a more formidable line of
defense.

Although conceived strictly as a bathing
beauty contest (35 years ago by Atlantic
City tourist promoters), the pageant is no

longer being touted as a parade of womanly
flesh

It's now hailed as a scholarship pageant
through which more than $1 million is dis-
tributed through contest preliminaries na-
tionwide to help deserving young women
attend colleges and universities. Miss
America herself gets $15,000 in scholarship
or cash

But to feminists, that’s just a diversion-
ary tactc.

“The pageant is a real symptom of the
way in which women in our society are seen
as physical beings, while men are not.’
savs Judith Knee of Verona, a New Jersey
coordinator of the National Organization of
Women (NOW)

“Our sentiments certainly have not

See MISS AMERICA, page A2
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Miss America contest still thrives

Continued from page one

changed over the years,” she says. “The
pageant overemphasizes the physical as-
pects of women to the exclusion of the
woman as a total person.

“We don't condemn those individual
women who choose to participate in the
pageant. It would be inimical to our very
organization to do so. They are making a
choice; that's their right.

“But we do condemr those men who are
making profit off showing women'’s bodies;
men who are packaging women in a very
stereotyped way...It's viewing women as
commodities in this society, not as com-
plete human beings,” the feminist leader
says

“Those are pat cliches which must be
written down on a card of instructions
somewhere,”" retorts Albert A. Marks Jr., a
63-year-old stockbroker who reigns as king
of the Miss America pageant here. “We're a
nonprofit organization and always have
been.”

Marks says Miss America’s selection is
hased on talent, personal interview, swim-
suit and evening gown competition.

“Our judges are instructed to seek a
composite, of which the body is only one
fourth of a part...The swimsuit competition
is not to judge the body, but the girls’ poise
and actual physical appearance. And every-
body's body is part of their physical appear-
ance,” he says emphatically.

“Ido not exploit the girls,”” Marks main-
tains. “'I'm a backer, not an entrepreneur.”

Besides the scholarship money, Marks
says the ‘“‘average Miss America” earns
about $85,000 in bookings for personal ap-

pearances. ‘And a state winner earns
$20,000 to $25,000 in her own state. This is
exploitation?” Marks adds quizzically.

Marks says pageant officials had their
““last visit from NOW in ‘74.”” That was the
vear NOW held its regional conference in
Atlantic City to coincide with the Miss
America Pageant. NOW’s conference
theme then was “Wonder Woman Confer-
ence: No Myth America.”

“Our theme was to point out that the
pageant was a myth, a lack of reality,”
Judith Knee recalls. “‘We didn't picket the
pageant. But our presence was a protest;
a positive one...But we've done what we've
needed to do in the past.”

That past action included a startling
counterattack during the pageant of 1968,
when feminists paraded on the Boardwalk
and dumped brassieres into a trash can.
Although their plan was to burn the bras, no
fire was lighted in deference to city fire
officials. However, that protest sparked the
term ‘“bra-burner."”

The only battle skirmishes expected this
year will be between the pageant contest-
ants themselves, who will enter prelimi-
nary judging Tuesday, after official
registration tomorrow in Convention Hall.

The boardwalk parade will be at 8 p.m.
Tuesday, followed by more preliminaries
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday at 8:30
p.m. in Convention Hall.

The contestants are interviewed private-
ly by a panel of judges Wednesday through
Friday. Contest finals begin Saturday at 9
p.m. in Convention Hall, with NBC-TV cam-
eras tuning in at 10 p.m.

The perennial emcee Bert Parks will
return as the TV pageant host, sharing that
mission this year with Phyllis George, Miss
America of 1971 and cohost of TV’s “‘Candid
Camera.”

Judging the contestants will be an eight-
member panel consisting of actress Gail
Brown, who appears on the TV soap “An-
other World"”; Katherina C. Corbett, an
educator from Portland State University in
Oregon; Frank Deford, senior writer for
Sports Illustrated; Don Galloway, screen
writer and TV actor known to ‘“‘Ironsides”
fans as Sgt. Brown; Robert Lewine, presi-
dent of the National Academy of Television,
Arts and Sciences; Jeanne Meixell, national
president of Dance Masters of America;
Petr L. Spurney, president of Freedom
Train Foundation, and Susan Starr, interna-
tionally known concert pianist.

And when the spotlight hits Miss Ameri-
ca in her moment of glory, millions of
Americans will be tuned in and turned on to
the pageant, Marks maintains.

““The popularity of the pageant is strong-
er today in terms of both participation and
interest. The 18- to 24-year age group which
was turned off—in the kids’ own words—in
the late ‘60s has returned in force with
today’s nostalgia,” he says.

“A lot of people continue to watch the
pageant out of tradition and to enjoy it for
its entertainment value,” concedes feminist
Knee. “But I think many people today have
a much-raised consciousness about it.

“Today a mother might say, ‘Gee, it'd
be nice for my daughter to be Miss America
some day.” But she's also saying ‘...or a
computer operator, or a lawyer,’ *
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. and he says the leash is fully guaranteed.”
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Women’s division wins respect

TRENTON — The state Division on
Women, the neglected and sometimes
battered wife of Brendan Byrne's ad-
ministrative family, is about to get the
respect and attention it has been de-
manding.

The years haven't been easy for the
voung division. Formed by the gover-
nor Aug. 26. 1974, to quiet the demands
of feminist groups for state programs
aimed at improving the status of wom-
en in New Jersey, the division has been
hindered by leadership controversies
and little money, and has never
reached it's full potential.

Byrne's attempt to name state Com-
munity Affairs Commissioner Pat
Sheehan the division's first director
ended in a court battle where the judge
ruled in favor of a National Organiza-
tion for Women (NOW) arguement that
she could not hold both jobs.

Kitty O'Neil of South Brunswick be-
came acting director in 1975, but with a
$110.000 budget and a staff of three was
not able to launch the programs femin-
ist organizations envisioned.

Byrne turned his back on the division
earlier this year when he wiped it out of
the state budget. Sen. Bernie Dwyer of
Edison was able to push through an
emergency appropriation of $80.000—
enough to keep the division breathing.

Even now, Senate Majority Leader
Joe Merlino, D-Mercer, is using senato-
rial courtesy to block the appointment
of Eileen Thornton of Trenton, national
head of the Women's Equity Action
League (WEAL), as the division's first
full director. It seems Byrne didn't ask
Merlino what he thought of the nomina-
tion and the senator is dragging his feet
to show he's mad

“It would be very difficult to eval-
uate the effectiveness of the division.”
says Judith Knee of Verona. NOW state

.~ INSIDE TRENTON
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By TOM HESTER

coordinator, “‘the division was never
really put into effect. Considering the
inadequate money and staffing, and
controversy around the directorship.
the fact it has been able to accomplish
anything is remarkabie."

But 1977 - election year for the gover-
nor and legislature - is coming and
bringing with it the end of hard times
for the division

The division's proposed budget for
next vear, a record $191.000, has passed
the governor's office without problem
and is before the Office of Fiscal Af-
fairs which will recommend it's fate to
the legislature’s Joint Appropriations
Committee

The budget calls for $110.000 to pav a
staff of six. including a new program
development specialist and a director
who would get $25.000. The remaining
$81.000 would go to support the divi-
sion’s programs

Mrs. O'Neil wants to get the
“Women in Crisis™ telephone hotline
going and launch rape prevention and
day-care programs. She points to the
employment centers on 10 New Jersev
college campuses which have helped
over 300 women find work as the divi-
sion’s most successful project.

Dispite all it's problems, Mrs. O'Neil
estimates the division has helped over

2.200 women since it's inception

Mrs. O'Neil 1s the wife of state Dem-
ocratic party executive director Tom
O"Neil who is on the side of the party
warring with Byrne. and the governor's
passing over of her for the division
directorship was seen as politically-
inspired

Mrs. O'Neil said she hasn't decided if
she’ll stay on as second in command
once Miss Thornton takes over. She
wants to hear what the woman would
have in mind for her and the division

The acting director had no comment
when asked if she thought her division's
proposed budget was having clear sail-
ing because a state election year Is
coming up, but she confirmed she was
happy to see a sizeable appropriation
coming its way. ““There is only $300 left
in this year's budget.” she noted

NOW leader Knee may be speaking
for feminist groups happy at finally
seeing the women's division is getting
some attention when she says. "If the
governor's motivation in doubling the
division's budget relates to an election
vear. | reallv don’t care as long as its
beneficial to women ™

Tom Hester is State House corre-
spondent for The Home News.
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Judge: Hubby Raping Wife Not lllegal

By JOY McINTYRE
A Superior Court judge in Newark yesterday dismissed what is
believed to have been the first indictment in the state charging a New-
ark man with raping his wife. The Judge ruled that, under state law,
such action by a husband with his wife is not unlawful.

Essex County Criminal Assignment
Judge Nicholas Scalera made clear his
displeasure with the law in a 16-page
opinion.

‘The law discriminates against the
wife rape victim,” he said.

Women’s interest groups protested
the decision. “The judge missed an
opportunity the grand jury took in
sl e indi

that women are not property. are not
chattels,” said Judy Knee, state coordi-
nator for the National Organization for
Women.

The case involved Albert Smith, 30,
a Newark factory worker, who, the
grand jury charged. had raped his wife,
Alfreda, 29, on Oct. 1, 1975, in her New-

ark apartment. = =

13 months, but had not sought a legal
separation, authorities said. Lawyers
yesterday said they are still married,
though not living together.

Smith also was indicted on charges
of beating his wife, private lewdness
and impairing the morals of a minor.
The grand jury charged that Smith had
forced his son, Albert Jr. then 6. to
“gaze upon the nude body of his moth-
er.” A trial date has not been set on
those counts.

Judge Scalera said altering the law
was up to the Legislature, not the
courts.: 13 g s > o
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Rights advocatesto address rally

AREA - Two prominent
women's rights advocates,
Betty Wilson and Judy
Knee, will keynote a fund-
raising  WalkAThon for the
Federal Equal Rights
Amendment (ERA) to be

State Assemblywoman and
presently
missioner

Assistant

held Saturday, beginning at
., at Jefferson School,
Ridgewood |

address and WalkAThon are
designed to raise both en-
thusiasms

Department of
mental Protection, is a long

Virginia and S. time advocate of women's

Maplewood. *

attended by a number

proposed
Amendment

Constitutional
Ms. Knee, director of the

members, Mid-Atlantic

N.OW.. will share the
platform

The walk and the picnic
afterwards are open to the
public; those in the Summit

Area who are interested in
participating should con-
tact: Janie Lisa, 379-2630
(evenings)



By JUDY POKRAS

MAPLEWOOD TWP. — Clad in
hiking shoes and green t-shirts
saying “Walk for ERA,” an army
of Equal Rights Amendment sup-
porters earned about $5,000 to sup-
port their cause in a Northern
New Jersey walkathon yesterday.

The 110 walkers came from sev-
en counties, including Morris, Es-
sex, Union, Somerset, Bergen,
Hudson and Middlesex. .

Speakers at the kick-off rally,
held behind the Jefferson School,
included Betty Wilson, assistant
commissioner of the state Depart-
ment of Environmental Protec-
tion, Judy Knee, director of the
~Midlantic Region of the National
Organization for Women (NOW),
and Mayor Robert Grasmere.,

Walkathon Earns About $5,000

Women From Seven Counties March For Equal Rights

(Grasmere read a resolution the
town of Maplewood passed in sup-
port of the equal rights amend-
ment and said his town was proud

to serve as the starting and finish
point of the walkathon.

Ms. Knee called the Equal
Rights Amendment 200 years
overdue. She said it is desperately

needed to bring the constitution in
line with reality.

“We've learned very painfully
the past year that what the courts
giveth the courts can taketh
away,” she said, apparently refer-
ring to the Supreme Court’s deci-
sion earlier this year not to re-
quire states to provide Medicaide
funds for abortions.

Many people believe the court

thus eroded its previou. decision
saying states can not prevent
women from having abortions
during the first trimester of their
pregnancies.

Estimates of the walkathon pro-
ceeds last night were $5,000. They
will be sent to NOW’s national
fund to support the ERA which
must be ratified by three more

i'.tates by March 1979 to become
aw.

Among the Morris County wom-
en at the walkathon was Summit
NOW'’s president Janie Lisa, who
expected to collect a total of $10 a
mile in pledges she had collected

from 21 people, if she completed
the 10- mile route.

There was at least one Morris
County man among the walkers,
Steven Patt, marching with his
wife, Debbi Jamison.

She said she had gotten promis-
es totaling $14 for the walk, while
his totalled $71.

Ms. Jamison teased her hus-
band, “You've got richer friends.”

Patt, a chemist at Varian Asso-
ciates, Florham Park, said he col-
lected most of the pledges from
co-workers, both men and women,

He said he ran into ERA critics
in his attempts at getting sponsors
for the walkathon, but he man-
aged to convince one to contribute
anyway.

“She said she didn't want the
ERA because she wanted doors
opened for her, but I told her that

was ridiculous,” he said. The ERA
won't prevent men from opening
doors for women, he said. She
pledged 10 cents a mile.

Patt said another woman op-
posed the ERA, saying the consti-
tution already protects everyone.
“But I assured her the Supreme
Court didn’t agree with her.” he
said.

Carol Sawver, who works in
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Hanover Floral, East Hanover,
said a lot of people feel the Equal
Rights Amendment will break up
the family. But it will have no ef-
fect on personal, family relation-
ships, she said. Those who say it
will cause divorce are only using
scare tactics, she said.

Ms. Sawyer said she thinks op-
ponents resort to ridiculous argu-
ments like*‘the ERA will result in

unisex public bathrooms’ because
they can’t win with the facts.

There were children at the wal-
kathon too. Connie Gilbert-Neiss
decorated her baby son's carriage
with a sign “Let me grow up
equal.” She said sexism puts a
terrible burden on men too. A non-
sexist society will certainly con-
tribute to the health of men too.
she said.




NOW conventioneers may be ‘greeted’ by protesters

When the statewide convention of the
Pennsylvania National Organization for
Women (NOW) gets down to business this
morning at the Americus Hotel in Allen-
town, t!:varticipant.s most likely will be
greeted by picketers from opposing
groups.

Allentown has granted permits to three
organizations to carry banners and dis-
tribute literature on the sidewalk of Ham-
ilton Mall, which ‘‘technically only in-
cludes the canopied area from 10th to 6th
streets,”” the city's Office of Information
and Services said yesterday.

The protesters will be from Stop ERA in
Pennsylvania, Pennsylvanians for Human
Life and the Pennsylvania Federation of
Parents and Others United for Separation
of Church and State in the Public Schools,
a group that lists a box number in Coo-
persburg as its address.

The convention itself is likely to have “‘a

Papers offer reward
in vendor thefts

In recent weeks many Call-Chroni-
cle newspaper vending machines
have been burglarized with heavy
damage to the vendors.

These vendors, in most cases, are
situated in rural areas and have been
placed there for the convenience of
our readers. Continued break-ins
have meant that many of these ven-
dors were out of operation for several
days at a great inconvenience to our
readers and dealers.

The Call-Chronicle Newspapers is
offering a reward of $100 to anyone
who can supply information leading
to the arrest of the thieves. Any
information given will be passed on to
local police departments for action.

If anyone has seen a person or
persons acting suspiciously in the vi-
cinity of any of our vendors in the
following locations, please call the
Call-Chronicle Newspapers’ circula-
tion department at 820-6711 (days) or
*820-6614 (nights):

Bally, Hereford, Wescosville, south
and west Allentown, Bowmanstown,
Berlinsville, Danielsville,

Klecknersville, Treichlers, Egypt,
Hecktown, Newburg and Bath.

serious tone,"” according to Dixie White of
Allentown, convention coordinator, who
expects 300-500 at the event. The organiza-
tion is in a ‘‘regrouping’’ phase, she said,
and part of the convention's purpose is to
devise strategies and policies to confront
recent setbacks by legislatures, the courts
and opposition groups.

‘“‘Recent ‘backlash’ has shown that the
(women’s) movement is being taken very
seriously and that’s good. . . . People have
figured out that it is not a temporary
phenomenon that will go away,” she
continued.

The petition to picket by Stop ERA in
Pennsylvania was. submitted by Cay
Galgon of Allentown. She said that *‘about
a dozen people” will be distributing
leaflets. The other two organization's peti-
tions were submitted jointly by Atty.
Frank Doocey of Allentown.

The convention, which opened last night
with caucus meetings and planning ses-
sions, will include talks by prominent
NOW leaders and workshops on feminist
issues as well as sessions devoted to the
adoption of policy and election of state-
wide officers and an executive board.

Eleanor Cutri Smeal, who was elected
president of NOW in April, will address
the gathering at 10 a.m. tomorrow. A
resident of New Lebanon, Allegheny Coun-
ty, she is a former president of Pennsylva-
nia NOW.

A keynote address will be given at 9130
a.m. today by state president Gloria
Sackman-Reed of Williamsport. Judy
Knee, regional director, will deliver a
State of the Region message at 8 tonight.

Three issues that will receive most
attention from the group — in workshops
scheduled for this afternoon and in can-
didates’ platforms and policy proposals —
are ratification of the federal Equal
Rights Amendment (ERA), the rights of
homosexuals and abortion, White said.

White is a candidate for state NOW
president and has put together a slate of
candidates for state offices that includes

Carol Helenchild Swaim of Camp Hill,
vice president; Susan Mitchell Brown of
Clarion, secretary; and Christine
Sellmann Schmidt of West Reading, treas-
urer.

A women's art show at Hess's Hamilton
Mall store and a women'’s craft fair at the

Allentown Art Museum also are being
sponsored this weekend by Lehigh Valley
area chapters of NOW.

The public may register either day for
convention activities, which are not lim-
ited to NOW members, in the lobby of the
Americus.

What's happening — NOW

Here is a schedule of events for the
Pennsylvania National Organization for
Women (NOW) Convention at the
Americus Hotel, 6th and Hamilton streets,
Allentown:

TODAY

9:30-10:30 a.m. — Keynote address by
Gloria Sackman-Reed, state president.

10:30 am.-12.30 p.m. — Candidate
speeches and question sessions.

1-3 p.m. — Memorial march and ser-
vices, 10th and Hamilton streets to Center
Square.

3-4:30 p.m. — Workshops : Equal Rights
Amendment, Introduction to Feminism,
Ageism: Teen-age Women, Body Politics
Theory, Battered Women, Mobilizing Mi-
nority Women, The Fear Merchants: Con-
fronting Homophobia, Women and the
Media: Image and Fact, Teachers’ NOW,
We Won’t Lose the Right to Choose.

4:30-6 p.m. — Workshops : Equal Rights
Amendment, Introduction to Feminism,
Women's Health Concerns, Growth and
Development in NOW: An Internal View,
Battered Women, Homemakers' Rights,
Mobilizing Minority Women, The Fear
Merchants: Confronting Homophobia, Po-
litical Action and Pennsylvania NOW, We
Won't Lose the Right to Choose.

6-8 p.m. — Caucus meetings and voting.

8-8:30 p.m. State of the Region address

by Judy Knee, regional director.

8:30 — entertainment with the Rhum-
boogie Band and Carol Morgan, composer
and vocalist.

TOMORROW

9:30-10 a.m. — State of the State report.

10-10:30 a.m. — Address by Eleanor
Cutri Smeal, national president of NOW.

10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. — Issue and ac-
tion priorities.

2-2:30 p.m. — Election results and
acceptance speeches.
2:30-4:30 p.m. — Resolutions and

bylaws discussion.
4:30-5:30 p.m. — Closing remarks.
There will be continuous showings of
educational feminist films all weekend.

‘“BID BOARD”’

Starting Thurs. 10-6-77

Closing Thurs. 11-3-77

BID WHAT YOU WANT
ON THE COIN YOU WANT
BID NUMBER IS FRII!

Patrick Henry's
Coin Co.
515 Hamilton Mall, Allentown )
Ph. 821-9530 S

Also Buying All Coins

POOPSPOPOOCIOOOIOTS
¢ HKNAUSS VENETIAN ¢
¢ BLIND SERVICE

1: o Cleaning @ Sales @ Servicing

¢ OUR WORK IS ONE SHADE BETTER

'L.' 025 Airport Rd. 432-3969 ¢
L SecCoreSS

R S R Y

“Save $10 a week for 30
years . . . and your earned
interest is more than the
amount you deposit! That's
the magic of compound in-
terest. Stop by your nearest

They play 1t on hand-organs

Shopping
is still fun
at the

COLONIAL  {

ONLY 15 MINUTES
FROM
ALLENTOWN
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Parley approves
feminist proposals

By Marcia Stamell
San Weter

HOUSTON — Delegates at the first
National Women's Conference last night
passed by overwhelming margins pro-
feminist measures which included sup-
port of legal abortion and equal rights
for homosexuals.

Late Saturday, a proposal endorsing
the Equal Rights Amendment (ERA)
also was approved by a wide margin.

The gay rights resolution, thought at
ane time to be the most devisive at the

federally funded conference, passed by
a2 910 1 margin.

Among those speaking for the resolu-
tion, which called for laws banning dis-
crimination against gays, were Eleanor
Smeal, president of the National Orga-
nization for Women (NOW), and Betty
Friedan, founder of that organization
and author of “The Feminine Mys-
t‘!quc‘”

Friedan's support may mark an end
to a rift which has divided gay and

See FEMINIST, Page A5
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Delegates at the National Women’s Conference whoop it up after passage of
a resolution backing the Equal Rights Amendment.
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Parley OKs feminist proposals
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straight feminists for nearly a decade.

In endorsing the gay rights platform,
Ms. Friedan said, “I have been known
to oppose the lesbian issue in the wom-
en’s movement and in fact I have. This
issue has been used to divide us too
much. Now our most passionate priority
is the Equal Rights Amendment . . .
There is nothing in the amendment to
give protection to homosexuals. We
must give protection to lesbian women
and their own civil rights.”

Gesture of solidarity

Upon passage of the proposal the 2,000

. delegates in the Albert Thomas Conven-

tion Hall stood and turned toward the
hundreds of cheering women in the
spectator gallery. It was one of the sev-
eral gestures of solidarity that the dele-
gates from 50 states and six territories
demonstrated in the course of their de-
liberations.

“Times have changed,” said Jean
O'Leary, president of the National Gay
Task Force and a delegate at this week-
end’s International Women's Year
Meeting. “It [lesbian rights] is a viable
civil rights issue. It is an issue which af-

. fects all women.”

Passage of a proposal endorsing legal
abortion prompted another emotional
demonstration. But this time, antiabor-
tion women from Indiana, Utah, Mis-
souri, Montana, and other states formed
to the front of the coliseum with pla-
cards and a billboard-size picture of an
unborn child.

Their verbal objections were drowned ¥
by chants of “choice” from the floor :

and the gallery.

g

The delegates also passed an elabor-
ate proposal in favor of minority rights.
This called for intensified federal ef-
forts to improve education, child care,
housing, and employment programs for
blacks; an end to deportation of Hispan-
ic mothers of American-born children,
and an extension of the Indian Educa-
tion Act of 1972.

Upon passage of this platform, the
delegates linked arms in saying, “We
shall overcome.”

Passage of the proposal in favor of
the ERA Saturday night prompted a

Phyllis Schlafly of Illinois, national
head of the anti-ERA drive.

The counter-rally did not seem to dis-
turb the delegates at the women's rights
convention. “Threatened by Phyllis
Schlafly? Certainly not.” said Eleanor
Holmes Norton, chairwoman of the fed-
eral Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission. “Not in the face of what
this is. This is clearly a movement
which has gome of age.”

Debate proceeded according to parlia-
mentary rules. There was little petty
bickering and few lengthy tirades.

“This is overwhelming. A lot of people thought women
couldn’t get together politically, but we are.”

10-minute snake dance around the arena
and a chorus of God Bless America
(The ERA needs three more states to
be ratified).

“This is overwhelming,” said NOW
President Ms. Smeal. “A lot of people
thought women couldn’t get together po-
litically, but we are.”

Nevertheless, an anti-ERA, antiabor-
tion and antilesbian coalition was visi-
ble and vocal at the convention. The co-
alition, made up of between 10 and 20
per cent of the delegates, was headed
by Joan Gubbins, a state senator from
Indiana. The group agreed with the ma-
jority on only one proposal, equal credit

practices for women, which passed |

unanimously.

Elsewhere in Houston Saturday, a ral-
ly of “antis” at the Astro Arena drew
some 11,000 persons. This rally featured

Much of this order was due to the ac-
tions of strong chairwomen, most nota-
bly Ruth Clusen of Wisconsin, national
president of the League of Women Vot-

ers; and Anne Saunier, a businesswom-
* an from Ohio.

1t also was due to sophisticated floor
organization on the part of the femi-
nists. Floor runners such as Theo Tam-
berlane and Judy Knee, both of New
Jersey, kept the majority informed of
rumors and policy decisions. _

“Obviously, we are in communica-
tion, but a lot of what happens is spon-

¢, taneous,” said Ms. Knee. “The people

who are here have been living with
these issues for a long time.” .

Among other proposals approved by
the convention were those calling for
government-funded shelters for bat-
tered women and children, federally
funded child care, and social security
for homemakers.

Over the weekend, the convention
passed 22 of the 26 original proposals
with little or no amendment. Three pro-
posals — those on minority rights,
rights for welfare recipients, and rights
for the disabled — were extensively
amended. Consideration of the final pro-
posal — the establishment of a cabinet
level Women's Department — was de-
ferred until the final plenary session
today.

The completed plan of action will be
forwarded in a report to President Cart-
er. The law setting up the conference
requires that he give his views on the
plan by March 1978. The findings of the
convention, however, have no binding
effect on either the President or Con-
gress; they are merely recommenda-
tions for legislation.

Feminists such as Gloria Steinem,
however, pointed cut that the federal
government did pay $5 million for the
conference. “We are no longer a group
outside some place, knocking en the
door,” said Ms. Steinem. *“‘This is a
group carrying out an assignment and
we'll get an answer, which doesn’t al-
ways happen.” :
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Jersey Delegation Displayed ‘Togetherness’ at Houston

TRENTON (AP) — New Jer-
sey's delegation returned home
this week from the National Wom-
en’s Conference in Houston where
with near unanimity it supported
adoption of controversial posi-
tions on abortion, lesbian rights
and the Equal Rights Amend-
ment,

Although almost the entire 44-
member state delegation sup-
ported the views expressed by the
full convention, the question re-
mains, as it does in other states,
how representative were they?

Judy Knee of Verona, a mem-
ber of the national board of the
National Organization of Women
and a delegate last week, believes
the state delegates reflected the
majority view in New Jersey.

Elizabeth Sadowski of Free-
hold, an alternate delegate and
board member of New Jersey
Right to Life, and anti-abortion
lobby, disagrees. She contends
the convention and the state dele-
gation represented an elite group
of women who do not speak for the
majority of women or men.

“‘What happened in Houston
was right down the line in sync
with the New Jersey conference
last June and was reflective of
New Jerseyans,” said Ms. Knee,

Mrs. Sadowski said, “I was the
diversity in the New Jersey dele-
gation," assessing the convention
as ‘‘a giant step backward into
radical feminism."”

Their differences sum up the
problems faced by the women’s
movement.

The cutting issues that concern
women activists — at least as
expressed by the actions of the
convention — seem to leave little
room for agreement,

The adoption of planks in sup-
ort of the ERA, abortion, and
leshian rights grabbed the head-

lines from Houston and are ques-
tions that so far seem to defy
compromise.

Mrs. Sadowski cited two votes
to support her contention that she
is more in tune with the way New
Jersey thinks on those matters
than views of the other delegates.

She noted that in 1975 voters
rejected a state Equal Rights
Amendment by 40,000 votes and
that since then the New Jersey
legislature has overwhelmingly
adopted a call for congressional
action to add an anti-abortion
amendment to the federal Con-
stitution,

Mrs. Sadowski feels she was
treated courteously by the other
New Jersey delegates despite her
obviously sharp difference of
opinion with them although re-
ports in state newspapers sug-
gested she had been ostracized by
the others.

“I reached out to them and they
reached back,” Mrs. Sadowski
said. “I did not feel a sense of
isolation.”

She recognizes the difficulty in
finding middle ground on the
issue that concerns her most —
abortion.

Mrs. Sadowski said the pro-

VaY N . .2 | .

abortion women have called
people like her ‘‘negative and
regressive,” to which she replies,
‘‘that does not mean they have a
franchise on progress.”

Ms. Knee said the process by
which the state delegation was
selected was open and Democrat-
ic and that it produced a group of
women representative of the
state.

The delegation had geogra-
phical and racial balance, she
said, and included homemakers
as well as professionals and mem-
bers of organized labor. The
group was selected last June at
the New Jersey Women’s Confer-
ence in Princeton,

Mrs. Sadowski views the con-
vention and the New Jersey dele-
gation as ‘“‘elitists,” whether or

not they agreed with her on the
issues,

The opposing views of Ms. Knee
and Mrs. Sadowski on the ques-
tion of lesbian rights are
sypmptomatic of the division
among women, and probably
among men when it comes to the
women's movement,

The convention adopted a plank
expressing support for equal

rights for lesbians.
To Ms. Knee the action was
i with policy adopted by
NOW in 1971, Its support by the
convention “is justas pressage of
what's been happening in the
women's movement,” she said,
suggesting it indicates a growing
consensus on the positions taken,
at Houston.
Mrs, Sadowski said injecting

THE DIFFERENGE IN MEALS IS MEAT!
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The supermarkets with

LIMIT TWO PER
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the gay rights issue into a forum
on vgor)r;ef'ss issues would be ‘“‘the
death knell of the movement."”

Perhaps the differences are
summed up as well in the word
each chooses to describe women
who remain at home rather than
working outside it. Ms. Knee calls
such women homemakers.

Mrs. Sadowski says she prefers
to be called a housewife.
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Rally demands
ERA extension

NEWARK (AP) — Chanting demon-
strators marched in 36 degree weather
through the heart of this city's central
business district in support of an exten-
sion of the Equal Rights Amendment
deadline.

About 150 men, women and children
assembled outside of the Federal
Building, which houses the offices of
Rep. Peter Rodino, D-10th Dist , here
in order to gain support for an exten-
sion of the March 22, 1979 deadline

Unless three more state legislatures
ratify the amendmen? by that date, it
will be defeated

Rodino 1s a co-sponsor of the ERA
and has lent strong support to propo-
nents of the measure.

Other rallies were planned through-
out the state, according to a spokewom-
en for the New Jersey Chapter of the
National Organizatiuon of Women
which sponsored the afternoon demon-
startion

“We are concentrating heavily on
generating support from congress-
men,"” said Nancy Stultz, NOW's New
Jersey coordinator.

_After an hour-long rally in front of
the Federal Building, the group heard

speeches from Stultz and NOW mj

4
leam - y 1 K c
Aliantic coordinator Juay Knee

Knee stressed making the public

}/‘
aware of the scarv situation’ facing
proponents of

rights

equal
The demonstrators then moved the
rally three Glocks north into the heart
of the business district handing out
pamphlets and flvers to shoppers
the way

Posters and signs which read L
the majority rule.” "Extend H.J Res
638. " and “"No Time Limits on Equali-

r ] ' 4
along

1

ty ' accompanied ‘'What do we want’
WAtr S s 5 Lt Y - . 13 ”
Equal Rights When do we want

Now  chant

Most of the group had re
a lobbving effort in Wash:
itol Hill Tuesday

Of the 38 states needed for ratifica
tion of the controversial measure, 35
have already given their approval. The
last to do so was Indiana which okaved
the measure in 1977
We're asking for an extension to
insure ratification of the Equal Rights
Amendment, ' said Steve Pratt. a
spokesman for the group "The ERA
1S obviously not a dead issue and legis-
lators have heen stalling rather than

debate the 1ssue

turned from

neton on ( ar,‘
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COURIER-POST, Monday, June 16, 1980

By RENA S. KLEIMAN
Special to the Courier-Post

CHERRY HILL — With a phi-
losophical unity uncommon in a
diverse national organization,
regional members of the
National  Organization for
Women (NOW) approved resolu-
tions this weekend supporting a
wide variety of women’s rights
issues.

Nearly 300 women and a small
group of men from NOW’s Mid-
dle Atlantic region voiced sup-
port for the Equal Rights
Amendment (ERA), affirmative
action, reproductive rights,
homosexual rights, an anti-
nuclear resolution and other
issues.

Featured speaker at the con-
ference was Sonia Johnson, who
recently was excommunicated
from the Mormon Church for her
outspoken support of the ERA.

Johnson — who founded a
group called Mormons for the
Equal Rights Amendment —
spoke about the church’s well-
financed opposition to the
amendment.

The two-day conference, held
at the Holiday Inn this weekend,
was the Middle Atlantic region’s
largest convention ever. The
region has about 22,000 mem-
bers, with more than 6,000 from
New Jersey. 3

For the most part, there were
no surprises or substantial
changes in the philosophy or poli-
cies of NOW members in the all-
day policy decision-making.

The only vote to spark debate
was a proposed affirmative
action amendment to the organi-
zation'’s by-laws, which would
prescribe a number of minority
representatives on the organiza-
tion’s national board.

Last year’s 23-member

“There is no disagreement on goals. . .The only
question is the best methodology to get to a
particular goal. ..There is an amazing overall
concensus about what we want. The goals haven’t
changed. We’re all in favor of the same things.”

— Judith Knee, national NOW board member

national board had no minority
representatives, but two black

women were elected yesterday.

to the national board — Brenda
Frazier of Pennsylvania and Col-
lette Roberts of Massachusetts.

Two other resolutions were
passed quickly, one reaffirming
the national organization’s oppo-
sition to draft registration and
the continued fight for reproduc-
tive rights — including the rights
to abortion, family planning,
birth control and issues in steril-
ization and contraception.

“There is no disagreement on
goals,” said regional director and
national board member Judith
Knee. “The only question is the
best methodology to get to a par-
ticular goal.”

Noting the diversity of the
membership at the biennial
regional convention, Knee said
“there is an amazing overall con-
census about what we want. The
goals haven’t changed. We're all
in favor of the same things.”

Knee pointed to the increased
credibility and impact the orga-

T

nization has had on political and
social events as the only substan-
tial change in the movement.

“Our membership is increasing
steadily,” Knee said. “But what's
more important than the
numbers, is the increase that
occurred in the political clout of
the organization.”

She cited the activities that fol-
lowed the region’s previous con-
ventionin April 1978, just prior to
an organized march  in
Washington to support extending
the time allowed for ratification
of the Equal Rights Amend-
ment.

NOW leaders attribute the
extension of the time limit to
improved lobbying skills and
political savvy by women activi-
tists.

Knee also noted the success of
local women’s rights groups in
rallying for the defeat of legisla-
tion opposing homosexual rights

Rights issues unite women’s group

in New Jersey.
In addition to the election of
regional representatives to

. organization’s national board,

those attending the conference
participated in a variety of
seminars on women’s issues,
including a workshop on chang-
ing newspaper use of non-sexist
language.

The New Jersey Women
Against Nuclear Power Task
Force sponsored a “no-nuke” run
along the Cooper River Park
yesterday morning in conjunc-
tion with the convention. ;

National NOW _ President
Eleanor Smeal, who is from
Allentown, Pa.,and a member of
the Middle Atlantic region, was
expected to attend the confer-
ence, but regional leaders said
Smeal was in Illinois campaign-
ing for an upcoming vote on rati-
fication of the Equal Rights
Amendment there.
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SAN ANTONIO—Denouncing what it called Ronald
Reagan’s “medieval stance on women's issues,” the Na-
tional Organization for Women voted Sunday to picket
Reagan and running mate George Bush wherever they
appear between now and the Nov. 4 election.

The 125,000-membe: Y IDW, the nation’s largest fem-
inist organization, also ¢ ..dorsed the Democratic Party
platform as it pertains to women's rights but did not en-
dorse President Carter's reelection bid.

It did, however, soften its anti-Carter position at its
annual convention here by withdrawing a resolution
passed in December that stated NOW'’s opposition to
Carter no matter who opposed him.

There was some sentiment among the 1,100 delegates
for an endorsement of John B. Anderson, who has em-
braced feminist issues, but the majority thought a vote
for the independent candidate would be a vote for Rea-
gan.

Condemnation of Reagan by acclamation set off a
floor demonstration with delegates clapping and chant-
ing, "ERA, here to stay. Ronald Reagan, no way."”

Unacceptable to NOW were Reagan's stands against

abortion and the equal rights amendment. The anti-
Reagan resolution called him a “captive of the radical

right” and said he wants to “return women to the 19th
century.”

NOW'’s refusal to endorse Carter stemmed from his
opposition to federally funded abortions for poor women
and from what feminists perceive as his having given

only token support to passage of the ERA and other
women's issues.

The overall sentiment here regarding the three pres-
idential contenders was summed up by Judy Knee, a
Virginia delegate, who said during the floor debate, “We

are between a rock (Reagan) and two hard places and
our job is to smash the rock.”

While voting to “work in every state” to ensure that
Reagan does not win in November, NOW members also
pledged all-out support to pro-ERA state legislators.

A number of delegates conceded that they probably
will vote for Carter. One, Frances Lear, wife of TV pro-
ducer Norman Lear, said, however, that she thought
NOW's refusal to endorse a candidate was “very cou-
rageous,”’ adding, “you can't endorse when there's
nothing there.”

NOW delegates also vuied a “state of total mobiliza-
tion” to win the necessary three more states for ratifica-

i

tion of ERA by the June 30, 1982, deadline and pledged
to develop “new techniques of creative non-violent
protest.”

A number of delegates said they were prepared to

move Lo an unratified state and to take leaves of absence
from their jobs to work for ERA's passage.
Delegates defeated a resolution that opposed the Se-
lective Service and draft registration and said that men,
as well as women, should be exempt. NOW's position
remains ant-draft and anti-registration and against
laws that exclude women on the basis that it is sexual
discrimination.

An anti-nuclear resolution did not reach the floor for
a vote before the general session ended.




