'NOW envisions

CHICAGO (UPI)
Enough Ilinois legislators
support the Equal Rights
Amendment to assure its
tatification, leaders of the
local National Organiza-
tion for Women say.

The key to getting them
to vote, they said Monday,
will be pressure on party
leaders.

“If we had a vote next
week, we are very confi-
dent the ERA would pass,”
Ann Ladky, chairwoman of
the local chapter's ad-
visory board, said at a
news conference.

Nancy Shier, executive
director of Chicago NOW,

said the economic effect of
the group's boycoll is a
major reason for the tur-
naround.

Chicago NOW Monday
released figures indicating
the city has lost more than
$171 million in convention
revenue because the state
has not ratified the KRA.

NOW is encouraging
ur;.',uni'/.uliuns to  boycott
convention centers in

states that have failed to «

ratify the proposed 27th
amendment to the U.S,
Constitution. The
organization also is urging
people not to take vaca-
tions in such areas.

“Momentum is swinging
toward support of KRA,"
Ms. Shier said. She cited
recent public displays of
support for the amend-
ment, such as decisions by
Mayor Michael Bilandic
and Gov. James R.
Thompson fo join the
Committee for Kqual
Rights, and vocal support
of the issue by labor
organizations such as the
AFLCIO and United Auto
Workers

“I's also an election
year for a lot of top state
officials,” Shier said,
adding that incumbents
may want to go on record

supporting the amend-
ment

Although the resolution
to adopt the amendment to
the U.S. Constitution has
been approved by a ma-
jority ol both [Illinois
House and Senate mem-
bers, never have both
chambers approved the
resolution by the
necessary threefifths ma-
jority in the same year.

The House has postponed
consideration on the
resolution. However, Shier
said she expects the vote to
be held within the next
three weeks.

Regarding the House
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ERA passage

vote, Shier said, I think it
will be close. We're just
looking for the 107 votes
we need.”

The resolution should be
introduced in the Senate by
June, Shier said

The EKRA must be
ratified . by three mere
states by next Marth to
take effect, unless’ Con
gress votes to extend the
deadline

Shier said NOW is
concentrating its efforts on
support by party leadgrs,
rather than  party
members
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Byrne retreats on vow;
appeals sex bias case

By David Axelrod

RETREATING FROM a campaign
pledge, Mayor Byrne said Thursday that
Chicago may continue with a partial
appeal of a controversial sex discrimi-
nation judgment entered against it in
Federal District Court last November.

Mrs. Byrne said the city may proceed
with an appeal in “some of the cases"
concerning female employes who were
found by a federal judge to be earning

less money than their male counter-
parts

that the city owed $3 million in back
salary and penalties to 225 women in-
volved in a class action suit by the Na-
tional Organization for Women.

The Bilandic administration filed an
appeal Dec. 15, and federal officials
have threatened to withhold $70 million
in revenue sharing funds as a result of
the court decision.

REPRESENTED in the suit were 175
clerks from the city's Department of
Water and Sewers and 50 janitors for
the cily whom the judge ruled had been
underpaid since 1972. :

The clerks were found to be earning
as much as $7,000 less than men doing
the same work, and the ianitors were
found to be receiving $1,000 less than
men in virtually identical positiors.

“Those women were doing the right
thing by filing suit in the first place, so
1 wouldn't go on with an appeal,” said

Jutige John F. Grady ruled Nov. 17 °

the mayor March 25 after being urged
by her liberal supporters to take a posi-
tion against the appeal.

But the city filed a brief in support of
its position April 19—three days after
the mayor's inauguration—and Mrs.
Byrne indicated after a Southwest Side
appearance Thursday that she has not
called a blanket halt to the appeal.

“IT'S A NORMAL practice to continue
to file the papers for an appeal as you
work out a settlement,” said the mayor.
“We are trying to do that now, and in
some cases we may go ahead [with the
appeals].”

“We are extremely upset and disap-
pointed,” said Nancy Shier, executive
director of the NOW chapter here. ‘“‘And
as for the city looking for a settlement,
we have heard not one word from
m'l'

ON ANOTHER MATTER, the mayor
defended the qualifications of her nomi-
nee to become executive director of
the Port District of Chicago. Her choice
of Martin McLaughlin, a former assist-
ant Illinois secretary of state, came un-
der criticism Wednesday because he
lacks experience in shipping.

“He is an excellent administrator,”
the mayor said of McLaughlin, a politi-
cal protege of Michael Howlett, the for-
mer secretary of state. “When he was
running Mike Howlett's Chicago office,

everybody got their license plates on
time.”

| s
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Prison crowd

Legislature’s inaction leaves state no.

By Daniel Egler

Chloego Tribune

SPRINGFIELD-To Mlcheel
Mahoney, the housing of 65 :nmates
in a chapel and gymnasium in two
Dowmta prisons is *‘crazy, ridicu-

But Mahoney. executive director of
the John Howard Association. a pris-
on reform p, conceded that the

roblem of prison overcrowdlng

aced by Michael Lane, state correc-
tions d r, is a roblem with no
plausible and im te solution.

‘““Mike Lane has no other option,”
Mahoney said. ‘‘Because the legisla-
ture doesn’t want to act, he has no

options. None

Using Lane’s figures grison

system is 47 percent over its “ esign

capacity” of 9,872 living s aces. Be-

cause of double-cellin stem

has a “rated ca itir of 14, 44

de ment ended last week with
inmates, an excess of 90.

AND INMATE intake is 1in-:

creasing. Lane said he expects 220
persons to be added to the system'’s
rolls this week, a net increase in

posulstion of 100.
the problem, Mahoney said, ‘is

more than just an administrative

nightmare for Lane. The overflow of
inmates into areas other than se-
cured cells could be the tinder for a
flere-u

l may look somewhat

innocen " ahoney said. ‘‘But any
time you ve got a large number of
people in arees where they aren't
ou’ve got to increase

tbe staff to evo d bigg:r problems.
“You are taxing resources of

appears N‘?

that institution "
Mahone
tive director of the American Feder-
ation of State, Countgé and Municipal
Employees [AFSCME], which
freeents correctional officers,
d they have sensed more tension
the prisons since a ruling b
Illinois Supreme Court on J ?'
that prohibited the department
giving early releases to prisoners.

S'I‘ARTING IN 1980, more than
10,000 inmates were granted early
releases—generally 30 to 90 days
earl ,but sometimes up to 9 months.
s one of those things that hap-

pen when they start crowdin
many ple into an institu n,”
said C en, who added that the num-
ber of reports of assaults on guards

Shier, AFSCME's po-
litical action director:
crowding does create more tension
more opportunity for violence. And
for our people, it became more
stressful after tiie end to early re-
leases because the incentive for good
behavior was gone.’

Since July, there have been five
rison escapes from Illinois prisons,
nclud one from a maximum-se-
curity institution.

TWO CIVILIAN em loyees-one
each at Pontiac and Menard—have
been killed in the last year in situa-
tions where violence would not have
been expected. One was a supervisor
on a prison farm; the other was a
food service worker.

“I don't think you can ignore over-
crowding as one of the reasons for

those cases, and I don’t think the

ing woes stul

and Steve Culen, execu-:

“Over- f

ions’
system has ew that k
rzsh of incidents, " Mahoney u'“ig "
Lane and James Thieret, warden
of Graham Corpectional Center, said
there have b tional securi-
ty problems by the 25 in-
mates sl a week on the
chapel floor near Hillsboro.
Other possibi for the.
: overcrowdinu ?oblem have
THE TRANSFER of Illinois in
" or -
mates to out-of-state institutions has
been prohib | )y a court ruling
that Lane, who ier sent 20 in-
mates to Nevada, is fighting.

Three count. jails have taken’
some prisoners. But other jails that

t be to take prisoners

facilities fi recreation and ac-

cess to telev the inmates,

which are by the state.

In%tes are. mctuﬁn bedsln

pr 8 a prison In-

s but Lane has no

acertto s ' Latl.ie said the

epartmen hnped have beds

available at Dixon, a mental health

center being converted into a %oison.
but work was deleyed when la

set up a icketlhe rotest the use
of wc?rker?sf outside the area.

Lane last "spent two days
exploring si “work camps to
take addit ow of prisoners
ift',%he money f | is made avail-
able

Lane said that until the legislature

es the t help, dealing
with overe is a “week-to-
week decision,””

“For a wh % looked like the
intake was jown, but now it’s
right back on ’ he said.
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Would determine if sexes paid equally

Panel rejects ‘worth’ study

SPRINGFIELD, II11.
(UPI) — A House panel
has rejected a measure
that would have created a
$400,000 study to determine
if women and men are paid
equally for different state
Jobs invilving comparable
levels of skill,

Sponsoring Rep. Barbara
Flynn Currie, D-Chicago,
said she would look for
other ways to gain ap-
proval of the “comparable

+worth” study legislation
. after the House Labor and
Commerce Committee

Wednesday voted 5-6 to
hold the measure in com-
mittee.

Ms. Currie called the

‘measure a ‘‘modest,
| reasonable step’ to deter-
.mine if pay inequities

based on sex or race exist
between different state job
classifications, although
the skill levels needed for
the jobs may be similar.

“Our interest in doing
the study is to find out if
there is a pattern of wage
disparity between men's
and women's jobs involv-
ing comparable levels of
skill and difficulty,” Ms.
Currie said. *“The point of
this bill is to say ‘let’s see
what we'll find."™"

The measure was
prompted by a pilot study
authorized by the state
Commission on the Status
of Women that found a 20
percent difference in pay
between men and women
working in state
government, Ms. Currie

said.

In addition, the plan was
prompted by a federal
court ruling late last year
that ordered the state of
Washington to pay more
than $800 million in raised
and back pay to workers
following a study of the
comparable worth issue,

Opponents of Ms.
Currie’s plan argued tax-
payers would be paying for
a study that could be used
against the state in court if
pay inequities were
found.

"It appears to me this is
not so much a study but a
witch hunt,” said Camille
Gibson of the Central Il-
linois Industrial Associa-
tion. "' The state is apparen-
tly expected to pay for the

privilege of being prosecut-
ed in court.”

But Ms. Currie said
Washington lawmakers
ignored the resultsg\i their
study. An Illinois “study
would not only determine if
pay inequities exist, she
said, but would show a
court that the state was
working to correct any
problems.

Proponents, repre-
senting state employees’
groups and women's
organizations, frequently
cited studies stating that
women are paid 59 cenls
for every §1 earned by
men. |

“The more an occupation
ig dominated by women,
the less it pays,” said
Nancy Shier of the

American Federation of
State, County and
Municipal Employees.
"“The fact that it is
dominated by women
accounts for the fact that it
pays less.””

But opponents said such
a study would fail to
consider such worth fac-
tors as the demand for

some types of job and what

the marketplace will bear
for wages.

"1 think adoption of
comparable worth would
be a mistake,”" said
Elizabeth Landis, an
economist with a business
group called the Ad Hoe
Committee on
Compensation.

Copyright © 2019 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.

News,



Newspapers

by <D ancestry
https ://www.newspapers.com/image/91855326

Herald and Review - Fri, Oct 29, 1993 - Page 34

Downloaded on Jun 24, 2019

il < BRiEFs

From H&R Springfield Bureau
and wire reports

Child advocates

push for change

SPRINGFIELD — Illinois
provides fragmented, ineffi-
cient services to children and
families and should create a
post under the governor for
comprehensive care, a child-
advocate told a House task
force.

“If the future of Illinois de-
pends on the health of our
children, the future does not
look promising,” Nancy Shier,
project director for Kids’

Public Education & Public Pol-

icy Project, said Thursday.
Shier and other chlldren
advocates painted a troubling
picture of the state of children
and families in Illinois during
testimony before the House

Speaker’s Task Force on Chil-
dren.

Copyright © 2019 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.
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Edgar’s proposal for teen moms
reaps praise—and a few doubts
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Advocates say the Illinois
the first

breaking the so-called cycle of
dependency, encouraging
mothers to work toward self-suf-

the requirement will be
chil-

dren, making their situation
Several

affordable child-care options in
areas like Chicago are limited
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mothers about the importance of

mrmumnu school edu-
cation,"” said Dean Schott,
spokesman for the Illinois De-

partment
show that mothers with a
or GED

‘The Public Welfare Coalition, a
Springfield-based -
ganization for p;b.uc-nld re-

“[This] may punish young
on puhlgc ald in high

school who drop out,” said Doug
, executive director of

“We strongly support educa-
tional efforts for public-aid par-
uclplnu,_l_lznl do not support

til it
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ponents, like counseling, parent-

\hnnnv, 3o Bro
A teenage mom holds her son aloft at Orr Community Academy,
the only high school in the city to offer day care on campus.

gram he's talking about.”
Day care is perhaps the biggest
obstacle to returning to school,

and must be improved if the pro- Options, an advocacy and re- program won't work. ment," she said. “And we must
gram is to succeed. search organization. “Any plan is going to have to expand the supply of quality say the teen mothers who would
Teenagers gave birth to 24,601 “This sends a message to teen have a lot of different com- child-care to do the kind of pro- be affected by the program.
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