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Ethical issues recognized

N-plants receive
clerical support

By Anita Fussell

In spite of ethical questions
about radioactive dangers, 10
of 12 persons queried in a sam-
pling of religious groups and
members of the clergy endorse
nuclear power as a continuing
source of energy.

The majority say they con-
sider nuclear power plants a
necessary fact of life — at
least until alternative energy
sources can be developed.

The respondents  were
divided on whether nuclear
power should be expanded or
ultimately phased out.

Six favored a moratorium on
building plants, a position held
by a growing number of reli-
gious groups, including the
World Council of Churches, the
YWCA and individual denomi-
nations, such as the Church of
the Brethren.

Four opposed a moratorium,
and two were undecided.

The most outspoken cham-
pion of nuclear power was the
Rev. Edwin S. Roleder of
Sheridan Lutheran Church. I
have no qualms about nuclear
. power,” he said. “From the
ethical standpoint, I see noth-
ing wrong with 1t, if we can
control human error. The alter-
native. would be prohibitive.
We'd have to completely close

down our hfestyle.”
That would be a welcome
development to  Barbara

Cameron, adult women's pro-
gram director for the Lincoln
YWCA. “I think it 1s important
to learn to use less energy,”
she said, “especially when vou
think of the rest of the world.”
Ms. Cameron was one of 1wo
persons who said they would
consider closing Nebraska's
two nuclear power plants. The
Rev. Steve Evans, director of
the Lincoln Fellowship of
Churches, was the other.
“Nuclear power is the kind
of issue we're made to believe
we don't know much about.”
Ms. Cameron said. “But some
basic things we can under-
stand. Enough is enough.”
Those basic things — and
they worried almost every per-
son who was questioned — are
the problems of human error

and the future effects ol radio-
active waste.

“The government should be
more candid about nuclear ac-
cidents that have already oc-
curred and more realistic
about the dangers of maintain-
Ing or expanding existing facili-
ties,” said the Rev. Dr. R.
Benjamin Garrison of St. Paul
United Methodist Church.

“Iithically, nuclear power 1s
very difficult to justify because
we do not have a solution to the
wasle problem,” said the Rev.
Dr. James Keyser of the
United Methodist Church in
Lowsville. “The problems with
low-energy radiation at the test
sites in Utah and Nevada are
also of concern. We may be
leaving a legacy of destruction
for our children and grandchil-
dren,”

The Rev. Curtis D. Lehman
of  Berean  Fundamental
Church said Americans needed
a crisis like the Three Mile Is-
land mncident to force them to
consider alternative directions.
Although he is supportive of
nuclear power, he would be
willing, he said, to spend tax
money for an all-out program
to develop other sources of
energy.

The Rev. Dr. Rodney Wil-
moth of Trinity United Method-
1st Church said nuclear power
in itself 1s not unethical but its
misuse raises many ethical
issues. I would entertain any
serious discussion on how to
get along on less energy,” he
sald. “But given the fact of nu-

clear power, the question be- |

comes how 1o use 1t responsi-
bly.”

Other opinions:

o The Rev. Bruce Currier of

Second Baptist Church: “There

are certain hazards in any new
venture. Personally, the haz-
ards connected with nuclear
power have not been shown to
be so much that it should be
abandoned. We have lost many
more people in coal mines than
n nuclear plants.”

e The Rev. Charles L. Wild-
man of Vine Congregational
Church: “Part of the difficulty
is the kind of limited knowl-
edge with which we're work-
ing. T would not be in favor of
new constcuction unless the
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Barb Cameron

YWCA keeps stage
but changes scenery

By Linda Ulrich

In 1964, YWCA activities i
cluded meetings of the Live
Wires, @ club of “husiness
wirls” the Singletons, which
provided fellowship for di
vorced and widowed women,
and the Figureties, women's
physical fitness classes

This year, YWCA rams
include  sessions on  holistic
h, acrobic dance, living
M women and money,
‘management and a:
veness trainng for teen-ag
and adults.

Along the way, the arts and
erafls department became arts
and skills.

(wer the years, YWCA pro-
grams ha nged and ex-
panded but “the philosophy (of
the YWCA) has remained the
same." says Shery] Schrepf, ex-
ecutive director of the Lincoln
YWCA. “What we wanl o be
about 15 the diversity of
women.”

An

she says, while “we hlw
being udentified with women,”
men are welcome in almost all
the programs and more men
are becoming nvolved, partic-
ularly in some of the discussion
sessions.

 Traditional programs i arts

wsical filness
continue lo be important, but
added to that Is a wide vanety
of programs, workshops and
discussion stons for women
nd men — dealing with j
sonal growth and self-aware-
ness.

“There seems 10 be a hunger
for that kind of experience,’
said Barbara Cameron, direc-
tor of YWCA adul
ming. But, s
intense u-nsnu

popular, for
series of pre
in.ullom on holistic health, in
which mental and spinitua
tudes are hnked with physical
well-being. S ns are from
noon 1o 1 pm. Thursdays with
psychologists, social workers,
physical education instructors,
a minster and other profes-
sional persons discussing dif-
ferent ~concepts of holistic
th.

Tl

“brown bag kalewdo-
scope” luncheon series, Mon-
days during the noon hour and
qmum by the YWCA and
Southeast Community College,
i attended by men .md
women. January and Febru

sessions will be led by state
senators. “Women's Issues,
Soctety's Concerns” will be the

theme of the March kaledo- ¢

scope luncheons.

Also well-received is the liv-
ing-single workshop, which Ms
Cameron said “deals with the
whole area of being OK. about
being a4 woman and being
alone."

The sessions on women and
money, designed for novices in
financial management, and a
waorkshop Litled “Women on the
Rise: Beyand the Corporate
Ladder™ help fufill  YWCA
oals, Ms. Schrepf said.

“One of our gouls is the em
powerment o women,” s}
sald. “We wanl women Lo gain
some knowledge and 1o learn
some skills that are hooked
1nto empowering

As part of that goal, uu-m
programs are on the YWCA
druwing board

® A New Directions Center
for Women, which, if financed.
would provide personal coun
seling, a career-planmng pro-
gram and supporl groups for
women  fscmg  transition
Women who have been sepa-
rated, divorced or widowed or
who have been forced 1o
change  their  employment
status or careers are among
those who could benefit from
the center, Ms. Schrepf said.
omen’s weighl

® A non-traditional job pro
£ram 10 assist women 10 pre-
pare psychologically and physi-
cally for the necessary raming
cure jobs thal” are not
traditionally seen s jobs for
women

Nationally the YWCA has
been u-r) wm] and his taken

3 vach
st i1 0w
role and its own position, Ms.
Schrepf said

“This YWCA seems 1o have
gone back and forth over the
years. Now It seems 10 be moy-
ing back into & more visible
vole,” Ms. Cameron added

Ak-Sar-Ben gives
$8,100 in grants
OMAHA  (UPL) = The

Knights of Ak-Sar-Ben an-
nounced approval of $8.100 in

grants lo six communities ur
organizations under its agricul
tural, ewvie and edumuonal

program
The amounts and recipients
were
453,000 1o the Nebroska Arls
Cour Artistin-Schools-Com
s Program. now one
¢ naton Losl veor,
e enit

2 s and 23 sehools
SIS0 10 fhe WcCook YMCA
Fund D

51000 15 me NEBRASKAGNd

s1s0ta iy Ui btee Girl vik
S w nu Kimball County High

chool
1o Corgary. Albarto, to partics
pate in fhe Calgory Stompede.
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Homemalkers
to benefit from
grant to YWCA

The Junior League of Lin-
coln has given a $19,000 grant
to the YWCA to activate a new
Y program for displaced home-
makers.

The program, conceived and
developed about three years
ago by the Lincoln-Lancaster
Commission on the Status of
Women, had stalled because of
a lack of financing and volun-
teer support, according to Bar-
bara Cameron, YWCA adult
women’s program director.

The program, called the
New Directions Center, will
provide career development,
coping skills, peer-support
groups and guidance and refer-
ral services for women making
a transition in their lives, Tt is
expected to be in operation by
late summer, Ms. Cameron
said.

POWERED BY
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mother and

a feminist issue
.:::..w

While YWCA MMIMMMMIMH
hnm.ﬂeomlﬂd.“mhmmmmmawm

%mmmmmwmm
wnnlooymwuwmuum:ammm

“I feel obligated to eat when I'm around my mother,” added
Barbara Cameron, Y program director who says she
mwumm-wmmmﬂhmmmmlmu s
The second and third day I'muumpoulounytuﬁmuuve
lmjmaunmaimmmmmm Mother says, ‘1
ummwmrummmuummutmmm
when nobody appreciates it
“Junmmkaboutmmm::olunwmqewlw%
‘serving and cleaning up food,” Ms. Cameron sighed.
&mmummmmmmwtm'
Fat may be a reaction, a way of saying, “my own needs aren't
being met,” Ms. Schrepf said.
“Because it's not been OK for women to be financially competi-
HWMWmemwmmwtwbw
ealing,"
“Fal is a feminist issue,” according o the two women who will

teach a four-week course with that title at the YWCA beginning
. April

2,
Though people who have taken a similar course in other parts

'ummmmwmmmmmmhmm

of the Y's curriculum. “Dieting talks about restrictions. We're

_ talking about freedom to choose food,” Ms. Schrepf said.

“We need to be able to take the ‘illegal’ label off foods like pizza
and ice cream sundaes, to be free to eat what we like," she said.
“If you crave pizza, you tend to eat that many calories up in cot-
tage cheese, bags of carrots and lettuce salad without really hav-
ing your craving satisfied.”

You can't make a choice without recognizing the difference be-
twegn “mouth hunger and stomach hunger,” Ms. Schrepf added.
“The first 1s a result of boredom, stress and the need for reward.
Women are afraid to feel hungry, so we're always ahead of our-
selves, eating to avoid the possibility of our stomachs growling.”

Compulsive eating is like compulsive dieting, she said. “Both in-
volve a real fear of eating and of food. When we ask women to
fantasize being in a supermarket where they can bring home all
they want to eat — pizza and ice cream and cookies — a lot of
women just freak out.

A woman's fantasy is that if she loses weight, her life will
change. She will have to deal with being a different person and
“that’s scary,” Ms. Screpf admitted.

“A fella I'd worked with before the weight loss said, ‘If you'd
looked that good when we were together, you'd have had to fight
me off.’ It blew me away. I backslid a while. I didn't have to deal
with this kind of reaction when I was fat."

Women are taught to be passive and “blend in," she says. “One
of the reasons we want Lo stay fat is so we won't get noticed a lot.

“It's time we owned our bodies, accepted them, and recognized
our power to make decisions about food."”

Copyright © 2019 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.
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"Perfect 10" 1s perfect Hogwash |

Women use “disguises to protect their
bodies from being seen,” says Mary Stil-
well, who is “outraged at the way Bar-
bara Walters and society in general
‘images’ females.”

“To avoid exposure, we often limit our-
selves 1o cover-up activities. We wear
long-sleeved shirts and don't go swimn-
ming," sighed Ms. Stillwell.

“Every Body is a Winner," the title of
her new class at the YWCA, reflects her
disgust at the current vogue lo rale
women on a scale of one to 10.

“We punish ourselves by not buying
new clothes until we lose 13 pounds, We
won't indulge ourselves on good-feeling

lotions for our skin ‘because we don't see
ourselves as being worth it.' "

By age 7, a girl can identify the perfect
body image, according to a a recent Re-
search Quarterly study in female stereo-
typing. By age 11, girls are more likely
than not to report themselves weighing
more than they really do, the study con-
cludes.

Girls get pushed into being child-
women in nylons and training bras using
seductive behavior by fourth grade, says
Ms. Stilwell, a private counselor on sex-
uality and a behavior therapist.

The problem comes when we think we
need certain measurements to be OK or

when we make body changes just to
please men. “Even Bo Derek's .husband
said in the show that he didn't know if he
would love her if she started to look dif-
ferent. Aging is a big part of our fears."
To begin to “own all your bodily parts,
just as you are,” she suggests, “stand in
front of a full-length mirror in the nude.
Own your shoulders. Accept each part of
you as perfect because it's uniquely you.”
Perhaps the scared feelings from child-
hood taunting or past experiences never
completely go away, she said. “But by
looking at the childhood tapes and realiz-
ing how we got the bad images, we can
begin the healing process, to feel OK."

Copyright © 2019 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.
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views as a right-wing threat o prog- reproductive rights, education,
of Nebraska's Legis- civil liberties and environmental pro-
tection would suffer.

The founders of the group recently  “While there are organizations sup-
mailed out some 300 letters aimed at porting specific issues on this prog-
soliciting new members and raising ressive agenda, there is a real need
funds for its activities. for a coalition that encompasses all

In its letter, the Nebraska Prog- these issues, especially a coalition
ressive Coalition noted the national that can endorse political candidates,”
election successes in 1978 of single- the letter said.
issue interest groups, such asthe anti-  According to Barbara Cameron of
abortion movement. Lincoln, one of the 18 founders, the

was not formed specifically as

.Coalition forms to counteract ‘right-wing threat’

zalion.

zasggéggg
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'New coalition’s formation

shrugged off by Sellentin

Jerry Sellentin on Saturday
shrugged off news of the
formation of a political coali-
tion that reportedly has tar-
geled him as one legislative
candidate to defeal in Novem-
ber.

Sellentin, a Republican, de-
feated Lincoln Sen. Steve
Fowler, a Democrat, in the
nonpartisan 2ith Legislative
District primary election. Both
candidates advanced to the
November general election.

Fowler reportedly has been
targeted for defeat by business
and anti-abortion groups. Sel-
lentin has received campaign
contributions from the Ne-
braska Pro-Life political action
committee and the Nebraska
Political Action Council, a busi-
ness-interest fund-raising or-
ganization. But Sellentin said,
“I've not met with the officers
of those groups.”

“I'm just glad to know they
went public,” Sellentin said.
“These people have been sup-
porters of Steve's for some
time. I've got a coalition of sup-
porters, too.

“1 don't know what they
mean by ‘progressive.’ It's ob-
vious that Steve and my philos-
ophies differ,” Sellentin said.
“If I was to say anything about
the formation of this group, I'd
say it means Fowler's worried
about the election.”

Barbara Cameron, Lincoln
YMCA program director, said
the coalition will provide finan-
cial support and volunteers in
“five key races in which pro-
gressives are under attack”
after polling the 52 legislative
candidates, according to the
Associated Press.

The roster of the Nebraska
Progressive Coalition includes
Lincoln  political ~ activists.
Among  them are Ms.
Cameron; Chris Funk, director
of the Lincoln Commission on
the Status of Women and direc-
tor of Dorothy Walker's 1977
city council campaign; Don
Hunter, director of Lincoln Ac-
tion Program; Dick Kurten-
bach, head of the Nebraska
Civil Liberties Union and man-
ager of three election cam-
paigns for Hess Dyas; Rich

Lombardi, a legislative lobby-
ist and former aide to Fowler.

Other organizers include
Kappie Weber, who has been
local president of the League
of Women Voters, coordinator
of the Nebraska Religious
Coalition for Abortion Rights
and president of the Nebraska
Coaltion for Women; Kay B.
Ridenour, president of the Lin-
coln chapter of the National

ization for Women;
Carol Shein, executive director
of Planned Parenthood of Lin-
coln; Mike Flores, Lincoln re-
gional representative of the
United Auto Workers; Ada
Munson, chairman of the Ne-
braska Coalition for Women;
Yale Wishnick, executive di-
rector of the Lincoln Educa-
tion  Association;  Sheryl
Schrepf, executive director of
the YWCA.

Others are Alice Morton,
Rosemary Machacke, Leslie
Robin, Lois Smith and Omaha
resident Mary Ellen Drickey.

Ruling reversed;
No jobless benefits
in Catholic schools

By United Press International

An appeals tribunal has re-
versed the state Labor Depart-
ment's determination that em-
ployees of Roman Catholic pa-
rochial schools are eligible for
unemployment insurance bene-
fits, Labor Commissioner John
Hanlon said Saturday.

He said the department had
ruled the Roman Catholic
schools were subject to the
Employment Security Law in
compliance with the U S. labor
secretary's interpretation of
recent changes in federal law.

The schools appealed the de-
partment’s ruling, Hanlon said.

Patrick W. Ash, chief admin-
istrative law judge, rejected
the labor secre:ry's interpre-
tation of the Unemployment
Compensation Amendments of
1976, Hanlon said.

“Judge Ash found no clearly
expressed intention by Con-
gress to extend coverage of the
unemployment insurance laws
to church-related primary and
secondary schools, coverage
which he said was constitution-

ally questionable,” Hanlon said.
E—
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Public Mind

Evolution

Our Creator designed evolution.
Those who object to teaching
children what has been learned
about the universe in which we live
depict God as a super magician,
acting on impulse.
Hugh P. Stoddard

Auburn

Supports program
In response to the criticism di-
rected at Planned Parenthood of

_ Lincoln in recent letters, I would

like to express my support for a
valuable and needed community
service.

In my work as a program direc-
tor at _the Lincoln YWCA, I have
worked numerous times with the

-educational staff at Planned Par-

enthood. They are knowledgeable,
well-trained professionals wha are
sensitive to needs in the areas of
family planning and sexuality and
willing to work cooperatively in a
variety of ways with other commu-
nity groups.  Barbara Cameron

: Lincoin
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Editorial....
Entertainm

Judge says extension unconstitutional; states may rescind

Deadly blow dealt to ERA

BOISE, Idaho (AP) — A federal judge delivered
two severe blows to the Equal Rights Amendment
Wednesday, ruling that Congress lacked authority
to extend the ratification deadline and that five
states acted within their rights when they re-
scinded approval.

If upheld after an expected appeal, the long-
awaited ruling by U.S. District Judge Marion Cal-
lister effectively would kill the proposed 27th con-
stitutional amendment, which would prohibit dis-
crimination based on sex. _

Callister’s ruling came on a suit filed by Idaho
and Arizona and three Washington state legislators
after Congress voted in 1978 to move the ratifica-
tion deadline from March 29, 1979, to June 30, 1982.

In Washington, D.C., Cathy Bonk, a spokes-
woman for the National Organization for Women, a
leading ERA advocate, said: “Our lawyers are
here now. We will have no comment until we have
had a chance to go over it.”

Phyllis Schlafly, leader of the Stop ERA organi-
zation, called the move “a tremendous victory for
women.”

“It's a great victory for constitutional integrity
and fairness and government by law instead of by
demand of special interest groups,” she said in a
telephone interview from her home in Alton, IlL

Since 1977

Sen. Jake Garn, R-Utah, who led the Senate fight
against extension in 1978, lauded the decision.

*I said at the time that the extension was unfair
and unconstitutional, and Judge Callister’s ruling
upholds that assessment. .. . The extension support-
ers preached fairness and justice but chose to ig-
nore those principles in pushing for the extension.”

The ERA requires approval by 38 states and no
state has ratified it since Indiana became the 35th

An Idaho federal judge’s opinion about the
Equal Rights Amendment isn't the final answer
on the subject, two Nebraska ERA supporters
said Wednesday.

State Sen. Shirley Marsh of Lincoln said,
“This is one decision, which certainly will have
some effect, but it's not the US. Supreme
Court.” She said she hopes the matter will go
before the nation’s high court soon.

Idaho U.S. District Court Judge Marion Cal-
lister upheld the right of Idaho and other states,
including Nebraska, to withdraw ratification of
the amendment to-the U.S. Constitution. He also
said Congress did not have the authority to ex-
tend the ratification deadline.

Barbara Cameron, chairwoman of the Ne-
braska Coalition for Women, said women’s
groups will wait to see what happens on the na-
tional level and will continue to focus their ERA
efforts on states that have not ratified the ERA.

If the amendment does not pass, she said,

Nebraskans: Opinion not final

women'’s groups probably will begin work on a

.state ERA this summer; if the national meas-
ure passes, they would begin work on imple-
menting it in the state.

Mrs. Marsh said history supports those who
say that states cannot ratify a constitutional
amendment and later rescind their action.

She said Congress decided in 1868 and in 1870
that states that had approved the 14th and 15th
amendments and later withdrew their ratifica-
tion were to be counted as approving the meas-
ures.

A Lincolnite who opposes ERA, Twila Bird-
well, said she agrees with the judge’s decision
that states should be allowed to rescind their
approval

“My personal conviction is that I don't think
that it (the ERA) is the best for the nation,” she
said. She has not actively opposed it, she said,
because she believes it has little chance of pas-
sage.

to do so in 1977.

Callister wrote that Congress, by a two-thirds
vote of both houses, can set a reasonable time limit
for states to act on ratification.

“When this time is set, it is binding on Congress
and the states and it cannot be changed by Con-
gress thereafter,” the judge wrote.

Callister’s ruling Wednesday could mean the
death of the ERA because the five states that re-
scinded their ratification no longer can be counted
among the 3 states that voted to ratify.

He- said Idaho, Tennessee, Kentucky, South
Dakota and Nebraska effectively nullified their rat-
ification and may not be counted as ratifying
states.

He also said the same would be true for any
other states that properly certified to the General
Services Administration their rescission. -

‘Debased’

“The basis for the Idaho legislators’ claim of
standing in this suit is that as participants in the
ratification process, their individual votes in favor

s

of ratification for the seven-year time period, or for
the rescission of the prior ratification, have been
debased by the actions of the defendant (Congress)
and a suit of this nature is proper to vindicate their
vote,” Callister wrote in his 72-page decision.

The judge ruled that the five states’ votes for re-
scission were every bit as much a part of Congress’
amendment rights under Article V of the Constitu-
tion as were their original votes to ratify.

“The plaintiffs (these states) have exercised
their right to participate in the amendment process
by voting in favor of ratification and at a subse-
quent time voting for rescission of that prior ratifi-
cation,” Callister wrote.

He said that Congress has no power to deter-
mine “the validity or invalidity of a properly certi-
fied ratification or rescission.”

The proposed 27th constitutional amendment,
passed by Congress in 1972, reads in full:

“Equality of rights under the law shall not be
denied or abridged by the United States or by any
state on account of sex. Congress shall have the
power to enforce, by appropriate legislation, the
provisions of this article. This amendment shall
take effect two years after the date of ratification.”

Opponents say the amendment has the potential
of upsetting traditional family relationships and the
role of women by, for example, making women eli-
gible for military draft.

Congress never has accepted rescissions of a
ratification vote. Lawyers for the government and
NOW have said that Congress has absolute au-
thority over amendment processes.

NOW lost an appeal before the 9th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals in San Francisco to have Callister
disqualified. NOW said Callister’s former position
as a high-ranking official in the Mormon Church is
a conflict of interest.
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Homemakers invited
to YWCA convention

A convention for homemakers will be held from 9:30 a.m.
10 4:30 p.m. April 24 at the Lincoln YWCA, 1432 N St.

“Paid employees get to attend conventions, but until now,
there's never been one for the unpaid homemaker,” said
Barbara Cameron, volunteer with the Lincoln-Lancaster
Commission on the Status of Women and YWCA program di-
rector, i

The convention will feature a candlelight lunch, a
dramatic reading from Ibsen’s “A Doll's House,” and work-
shops on property rights, self-esteem, families and health
problems unique to homemakers, Ms. Cameron said.

Pre-registration for the convention is required by April 17.
The $8 fee includes lunch, and child care is available for $2
per child. For more information, call the YWCA at 476-2802.
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Need understanding

I am thankful that my family
raised me with an open mind and
taught me to place a value on jus-
tice and dignity for all people.

It has been very clear to me
since the sexual orientation amend-
ment was proposed where the injus-
tice was and with whom I wanted to
align myself.

One of the real joys of working
for the amendment has been to be
joined with a group of committed
and gentle people who also see
clearly that lesbians and gays de-
serve basic civil rights, equal treat-
ment in the areas of housing, em-
ployment and public accommoda-
tions.

I know that many people have
uneasy feelings about this amend-
ment, genuine concern for how it
will affect their lives and their com-
munity. I don’t discount those emo-
tions and hope individuals will take
advantage of educational programs
and earnest discussion with others,
including lesbians and gays, to un-
derstand their feelings and to come




to a deeper understanding of this

issue.
For some, that process will take
a period of years. But we need to
make a decision now to end dis-
crimination against lesbians and
gays in our community. Good work-
ers should not be denied jobs, nor
responsible tenants a place to live,
on the basis of their sexual orienta-
tion. ~
In response to a question fre-
quently asked me, I am not and
have never been related to Paul

Cameron. Barbara Cameron
- Lincoln
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'Kiwanians choose officers

Gerald D. McCracken has been elected president of the
Lincoln Center Kiwanis Club: Other new officers are:
Howard H. Fletcher, president-elect; Kenneth B. Clark,
vice president; G. Vincent Nelson, secretary-treasurer,
Roland H. Tornblom, immediate past president. New
board members, elected for three-year terms, are:
Randall E. Dinsdale, Glenn D. Johnson, John F. Smelt-
zer and Lowell A, Vestal, Elected to the Kiwanis Foun-
dation Board were: Joe C. Geist, Don F. Newville,
Charles J. Probasco and Tornblom.

Cameron to head coalition

The Nebraska Coalition for Women elected Barbara
Cameron of Lincoln its 1981-82 president. Other new
officers are: Rosemary Machacek, Lincoln, vice
president; Betsy Mulliken, Nickerson, secretary,
Caroline Sedlacek, Omaha, treasurer; and Nancy
Erickson of Lincoln, Virginia Walsh of Omaha and
Lyn Waltemath of North Platte, legislative district
chairwomen. At its annual meeting, the 270-member
group passed a resolution reaffirming its support of
religious and personal freedom in the matter of
abortion and its opposition to various human life
amendments an¢ statutes pending in Congress.
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Trauma of teen pregnancy

AM SHOCKED and saddened by

the Urbandale and Lamoni inci-
dents involving teen mothers and their
babies. From my experience working
with young women and especially
young, pregnant women, I know how
frequently they can feel isolated from
their peers, family and community.

Despite increasing sexuval activity
among teens and more open depiction
of sex on TV and in the movies, young
women still lack accurate information
about sex, pregnancy and birth control
und often have had few frank conver-
sations with supportive adults about
sexual decision-making. Pressure
from a vocal minority makes schools
reluctant to deal with sexual informa-
tion, even though a majority of the
general public supports the school
playing a role in family-life education.

Denial is also a factor which may
have entered into these reactions. It is
not unusual, at least initially, for young
women and men to deny the conse-
quences of sex. Once the woman be-
comes pregnant, she may dery the
pregnancy right up to the birth. ...

And where are the fathers of these
babies? Their denial of responsibility
leaves the young woman with the full
emotional brunt of the pregnancy and
birth and with no promise of sup-
port. ... We must have compassion for
the young women as well as for the
habies who died,

Teens receive mixed messages
about sex, pregnancy and early par-
enting. While teens are sure that “ev-
eryone else is doing it" they are not as
convinced that they have the option to
say no or that they have a responsibili-
ty to “love carefully.”

Young women are encouraged to

carry to term and keep their babies,
and while their decision may not bear
the stigma of earlier times, it creates
educational and economic barriers
that may be lifetime disadvantages.
These young women have fallen off
the high wire of sexual risk-taking,
and there is no safety net of support for
themselves and their families. . . .

Adults who come in contact with
young people have a responsibility to
shed their denial about the level of
sexual activity among teens and to
have honest conversations with them
about sex and sexuval decision-making.
Ideally, this conversation starts at an
early age. The media should do their
job of reporting with as little sensation-
alism as possible and address the com-
plexity of the problem, including the
societal roots and implications. The
media also have a responsibility to
share prevention strategies and build
awareness about the array of local
services that can help individuals
facing such crises.

Over 3,800 teen wemen in lowa gave
birth in 1985. If those women mirror
national statistics, only half will gradu-
ate from high school, 2 percent go on
to college. They will earn 50 percent of
the lifetime income of a woman who
has children in her 20s. Their children
are 3% times as likely to be victims of
child abuse.

At some time, nearly every one of
these young women will feel isolated
and desperate. How they will react,
whom they will call, where they will
find support depends on our ability to
meet this challenge. — Barbara Cam-
eron, executive director, Young
Women's Resource Center, 416 12th
St., Des Moines.
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{irst Nebraskan to get a job in the Clin-
ﬁhﬁmulmmauu

Northeast High School grad 1st Nebraskan hired on

candidates when [ was i1, 12 years old," be
:'ﬂ&lhmmnlmmm

Democratic National Committee on Thurs-
1 think he's Just what the DNC peeds.” Lux

Clinton staff

e most influential politi- activities of the Lincoln Alliance, an
dh\";j:mm i of neighborhood and church said. He said Wilhelm has a good sense of how mmﬂﬂhllm
[groups. o build & tenm and move & grassroots organi- grassroots We're
from Lincoln and be was L said he had “a wonderful church back- mum-wumm
onp of more than 30 people | g jround” at First United Methodist in Withelm and Lux teamed up in 1988 to form  said
appointed 1o the White Lincoln. “I owe a whole lot o (The Rev.) Ebb . withoffices  Lux recalled thal when b was growing up
stall Thursday. B Munden. Ho influenced me to be AR or- in Washington and Chicago. Lux later re- In| Wash-
2, will be special gankzer,” turned to Towa, where be Look & job for three  ington was from the East or West Coast. That
assistant Lo the president Lux's mother is Ethel Lux, who lives in Lin years as executive vice president of the lows  won't be the case in the
for public Haison. That coln. His father was John Lux, who was an AFLCIO, tion, be said. “People should know that there'y
medns he will work with education professor at the University of Ne- His with a prosence at the White
‘organizations  ranging and who served lor 10 years on though, and was & factor in his going to Little  House and the DNC," he said.
from the National Associa- the Lincoln Board of tion. TRock, Ark, last sumemer to work on Clinton's  And what aboat the man who will head that
tion of Manuiscturers to the AFL-CIO to the  Lax atlended Lincoln Northeast High national campaign. After the Lux  White House?
Mhhhﬂﬂw&hhm School, where he was student council presi- began working on Clinton's transition “He's remarkable. He's one of the most de-
ﬁahnn-mmm dent in 1977-78. During the late 19705, he was and now he's been named to the White House  cent buman belngs I've met in political life,"
Wik the exception of a few years at Oberlin  part of a coalltion thal successfully lobbied staif. Lax said about Bill Clinton. “He's just a very
College in Ohio, Lux spent the first 2 yearsof  the Nobeaska Legislature for renewable Lux said the public liaison office will beag-  warm, human person who cares passionately
s lifi i Lincoln, never far from politics. energy gressive in building coalitions aboat people and about trylng to make things
1 ean remember knocking on doors for  His wile, Barbara Laur, was program di- Aans and in reaching out lo average, beiter.”
n . POWERED 8Y I
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